George Richard Stege
March 29, 1931 - April 15, 2019

George R. Stege III left us peacefully on Monday, April 15, 2019, at home in Bainbridge
Island, WA, at the age of 88. He leaves behind his wife of 59 years, Evelyn Stege, son
Tom and wife Kim, daughter Carol and husband Frank Mandell, grandchildren Katherine,
Elizabeth, Ryan and Alex, and many nieces, nephews and close friends. He was
preceded in death by his parents, George Jr. and Dorothy Tegtmeyer Stege, and his sister
Barbara Wiedeman.

George was born in Oak Park, IL., on March 29, 1931, grew up in Park Ridge, IL., and
graduated from Maine Township High School. As a boy he never turned down an
opportunity to go fishing with his parents, and his wedding gift to Evie was her very own
casting rod.

In his fifties, he began fly fishing with friends, in Washington and British Columbia, and
enjoyed a new passion.

In 1953 he graduated from Williams College and in 1956 from Law School at the
University of Michigan. He kept in close touch with high school, college and law school
friends throughout his life and enjoyed many reunions. A Williams friend recently shared
that everyone loved George, and he never disliked anyone. His law work began in
Chicago but was interrupted when he was drafted by the Army. For most of the two years
on active duty, he was doing legal work at the Quartermaster Depot in Philadelphia where
he met Evie Orttung. They were married in 1960 and enjoyed 59 happy years together.

Evie and George first lived in Evanston, IL for four years before moving to Seattle for two
years, and in 1966 moved to Bainbridge Island where they adopted their two children.
George's law practice was then in Seattle, mostly as a partner with Clifford Benson, for 35

years. George loved Bainbridge Island and always wanted to help preserve it, as it was
when he discovered it. He served on the boards of Bainbridge Foundation (now One Call
for All), the Bainbridge Park and Rec. District, and the Bainbridge Island Land Trust. In
retirement he enjoyed biking with geezer friends, playing table tennis at the Senior Center,
building houses with Habitat for Humanity of Kitsap County, and travel with Evie
(especially road trips). He was grateful to have lived long enough to take a special trip with
each of the grandchildren, in the US and abroad.

George was a generous, gentle, caring man, friendly and always thinking of others, with a
wonderful sense of humor. Some will remember him as a dedicated geoduck digger, for
many years, refusing to give up even though the tide was coming in over him. Between
geoduck harvesting and conversations by the wood stove, George became the adopted
grandfather of neighbor children, Maddie and Bella Haines. His unlimited curiosity about
every subject meant that any time spent with him would be the best of times.

A celebration of life is planned for Saturday, June 1, 2019 from 12:00 noon to 4:00 PM at
Islandwood 4450 Blakely Avenue NE Bainbridge Island, WA 98110. If you are planning to
attend, please email a message to Evie at egstege@gmail.com so that we can have a
head count.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his memory can be made to Bainbridge Island Land Trust
http://www.bi-landtrust.org Habitat for Humanity of Kitsap County
http://www.kitsaphabitat.org or Bainbridge Island Senior Community Center
http://www.biseniorcenter.org
Arrangements are entrusted to Cook Family Funeral Home.

Comments

“

Evie, as you know George was a very special volunteer with Habitat For Humanity,
always eager to do whatever was needed and with dedication. He will be missed by
all his geezer friends, but never forgotten. Remember, let me know if there is
anything
his buddies at Habitat can do to help with things around the house.
Cheers
Bob and Judy Hammond

bob hammond - May 12 at 07:28 PM

“

Evie, I just learned of George's passing as Chris and I moved to Florida, so we're out
of the loop. I'm so sorry to hear this, and please know that we will always remember
you both with great fondness. You will be in our hearts and our thoughts.
Much love,
Rozzella and Chris Kolbegger

Rozzella Kolbegger - May 10 at 05:26 PM

“

Dear Evie. We met in June 2003 in Williamstown at the 50th reunion of the class of
1953. I was a fraternity brother to George where he was the president of Psi Upsilon.
He was a most effective and friendly leader, assuring we complied with campus
regulations and reminding us of our privilege to be at Williams. George, as a member
of several campus organizations, represented Psi Upsilon with distinction. The twelve
house members of 1953 were average students with one outstanding exception;
George was a gifted student, earning the highest grades possible and our only
representative elected to Phi Beta Kappa. We were most fortunate to have George
as our leader. My condolences to you and the family; George will be missed. Dan
Fitch

Daniel Fitch - May 10 at 12:38 PM

“

George was a consistently cheerful and supportive presence around Side by Side
events. I am so sorry for your loss, dear Evie.

Molly Gordon - May 05 at 01:35 PM

“

Evie,
Mary Ann and I are so sorry to learn of George's passing. You and he share the most
beautiful pair of smiles I know of. One of my favorite fishing stories is running into
you and George in a boat off Skiff Point some years ago. Helps me remember the
big fish I caught then.
You are in our thoughts.
Val

Val Tollefson - May 02 at 09:38 AM

“

Hi Evie. Not sure how we managed to miss the obituary till now. We will miss George
and his always cheerful disposition most recently at the senior center foot repair.
George and I (Craig) frequently raced each other to be the last foot passenger on the
7:15 ferry. Sorry to learn of his passing and out condolences. Hope to see you on
June 1.

craig and jean campbell - May 01 at 05:11 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Beth Morrow - April 28 at 03:32 PM

