Patrick Gaynor Middleton
September 3, 2015

was born on April 30, 1956. The youngest of four, he grew up in Port Orchard,
Washington, alongside his older siblings, Mary, Tom, and Mike. Tom Middleton was his
father, an MD who often took Pat along with him to medical appointments and raised him
to love football and family. His mother, Carol Middleton, passed onto him an infinite love
for the ocean, books, and sarcastic humor.After high school, Pat went straight to college at
the University of Washington, where he earned a Bachelor’s degree in history and
English. Initially, he wanted to follow in his father’s footsteps and become a doctor.
However, after getting his first and last D in Chemistry class, he turned to something at
which he was a natural, reading and analyzing. He studied law and went on to get his
degree at Gonzaga University.The first two years following graduation, he worked in
Anchorage, Alaska at a local firm. It was during this time, that he met Amy Marie Williams,
a young artist from New Jersey. He was attending a college reunion in Spokane,
Washington, when they met. The two fell in love, soon got married, and moved to Seattle,
along with Amy’s seven year old son Timothy Jack O’Brien. Patrick gained a son. In 1985,
the three of them moved to Bainbridge Island, Washington and bought a home on Mattson
Place.Patrick became a partner of a law firm in Seattle, Forsberg & Umlauf, which he
would go on to work with for 25 years. In 1988, Patrick and Amy had their first and only
daughter, Kelsey Gaynor Middleton. And what a little joy she was. By 1991, they had a
son, Connor Williams Middleton, a boy very much like his father. Family was one of the
most important things to Patrick, so he made sure to assure that all three children
attended college and received higher education and opportunity. He also made sure to
take them on countless trips, to see other places, and create special memories that would
last forever. To name just a few, he took them to Italy, Ireland, all three Superbowls, and
many trips to the islands of Hawaii.In 2011, he slowed down his practice at the law firm, as
he began pursuing yet another degree in the field of teaching, which had become his
passion, his calling. He attended an online program through the Augustine Institute, and
earned a master’s in theology. He graduated in March of 2013, valedictorian of his class.
For years he had taught the RCIA program at St. Cecilia’s Catholic Church, where he
impacted many people converting to the faith. Now with the new degree, he intended to
teach in Catholic elementary schools and high-schools. He loved to read, write, and learn.

He was a scholar. And he was a man of God. Teaching theology was a perfect fit. It was
his passion and he loved it. Other than his kids and the Seahawks, nothing was more
certain to him than this calling from God. His faith was strong and he was not afraid, yet
he loved life and would have continued to do so much more.Patrick died on September 3,
2015, in his home, surrounded by his loved ones. You had a beautiful life, Patrick Gaynor
Middleton. And now you will live an eternal one. The love you have left on this earth,
through all of us, will always remain and continue to grow. Your presence will never really,
truly be gone. We love and miss you. See you soon.Family and friends are respectfully
invited to attend the recitation of the rosary at 12:30 PM followed by the mass of Christian
burial at 1 PM on Wednesday, September 9, 2015 at Saint Cecilia Catholic Church on
Bainbridge Island. A reception will follow. Graveside services will be held at 3:30 PM.
More information will follow. Arrangements entrusted to Cook Family Funeral Home.

Comments

“

Tim, Kelsey and Conner, I just heard about your extraordinary loss. Patrick loved you
all with such passion. What an amazing man - I did not know he had become a
teacher and theology student although it seems quite fitting. I am glad he had you so
close during the last few years. I am sure it lessened the pain of all he went through.
I am so sorry you lost him so young but you carry his DNA and SPIRIT as well as
many TEACHINGS and LIVING MEMORIES which I know will carry you on in good
stead. Love, Kim Koenig

Kim Koenig - January 22, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

I was so sorry to hear of the passing of Pat. I graduated from South Kitsap High
school with him. He was always a very nice guy, well liked by many. My prayers are
with his family, praying you find peace, comfort and strength in your precious
memories of a wonderful man. God bless you all. RIP Pat.

Cheryl Larson - September 09, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Pat and I were best of friends thru our elementary and high school years. Although
we went separate ways after high school I thought of him often. In so many ways he
influenced my life. He will be greatly missed by all who knew him.Darryl Piercy

Darryl Piercy - September 09, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

You raised three wonderful children who are all smart, goodhearted, and talented. It's
a pleasure and a blessing to have them in my life. Thank you.

James D'Apice - September 09, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

PGM was one of my bosses when I started as the word processor at Forsberg &
Umlauf. I loved doing his work because he was very precise and clear about what he
wanted. When he started courses online, I helped a little with formatting his papers
and making sure they got downloaded properly. I was proud to be part of that
process with him. We discussed the topics of those papers, and his passion for his
calling, teaching. When he became ill and then recovered for a stint of substitute
teaching, I was so thrilled that he got to do what he had studied for. He is proof to me
of God's grace in allowing him that time to teach and, of course, to go to two
Superbowls to watch the Seahawks. I will miss his humor, his wisdom, and his

warmth as a truly good human being.
Denisse Schrader - September 09, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

I grew up with Pat and no matter how hard I try, I cannot think of this world, with out
him in it. The entire Middleton family are the best of all people. And everyone that
knew any of them knew that.I'm aware that after we all grew up and went our own
ways we lost contact. But I also know, that us all being kids together will never be
forgotten by any of us.Love you Pat, you take care of your mom and dad and my
mom, now that your there and I'm sure my mom will be baking you cookies in
heaven, real soon.Our Love to all,Cindy Choate and Dad Russ Barringer.

Cindy Choate - September 08, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

I wish we had lived closer and I knew you better. You are much loved and missed.

Rita Moffitt, sister in law - September 08, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Pat was a very dear friend growing up and I am so sorry to hear of his passing. My
deepest condolences to all of you.

Shauna Ryan - September 08, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

To Patrick's family,I went to school with your dad at Givens Elementary in Port
Orchard and then again at SKHS. He was always a kind, sweet person. I hope your
sorrow at his loss will be somewhat lessened by all of the great memories you have
of him.

Diane Kaul Sundvik - September 08, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Beautiful obituary for a beautiful person!Sister in law, Mary Williams Berard

Mary Williams - September 07, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

We love you and will miss you very much, Pat. We have many fond memories of
visiting you on Bainbridge and you visiting us in Lake George. You enriched all of us.
Thank you.Janet and Jim Davies

Jim and Janet Davies - September 07, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

I know you are seated amoung the scholars in heaven. You fought cancer in the
most courageous and selfless manner, and you inspired me. Your journey to Lourds
was remarkable. You went also for Karen and I; we were cheering you on and we
were grateful for your prayers. Rest peacefully and know you touched many with
your kindness and giving spirit.

Ruth Devine - September 05, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Rest in Peace, Patrick. You were such an excellent leader and teacher for our RCIA
class, and we will be forever grateful for the guidance and education we received to
become members of St. Cecilia's. You fought with grace and were a shining example
of how a Catholic lives their faith. I will miss our ongoing conversations about the
Seahawks and always think of you at every game. Blessings to your family and Go
Hawks!

Carl and Susan March - September 05, 2015 at 12:00 AM

