Colleen Weeks
September 29, 2007

our loving Sister, daughter, aunt, cousin, friend, and fellow-worker, passed quietly from
complications associated with cancer on September 29, 2007 at Swedish Hospital in
Seattle Washington.Colleen was born March 14, 1953 in Cody Wyoming to Stanley Lynn
and Katherine Olpin Weeks and later that year moved with her family to Walnut Creek
California. She attended K-12 in Walnut Creek graduating from Del Valle High School in
1971. Colleen graduated with her bachelor degree from Brigham Young University in
1976.Her life was an example of sacrifice and service to others, especially the lives of the
developmentally disabled. She worked at C.A.R. in Palo Alto, California, in Seattle at
Northwest Center Industries and most recently at Creative Living Services in Seattle,
Washington.Colleen was blessed with 6 brothers, and always wanted a sister. Her service
in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, included serving in the Oakland and
Seattle temples, as a primary teacher, full-time missionary in the Ohio Cleveland mission
from 1978-1980 and twice as a Relief Society president 12 of the last 15 years of her life.
Colleen lived the Relief Society motto “Charity Never Faileth.” Through her life of love and
service Colleen influenced thousands of lives for good. She was a friendly, kind, loving
and caring person who always put others first. We will miss her and we will try to be more
like her.Colleen is survived by her mother, brothers; Alan Weeks of Riverside, CA, Paul
Weeks of Orangevale, CA, Mark Weeks of Carson City, NV, Jim Weeks of El Dorado Hills,
CA, John Weeks of Kent, WA and David Weeks of Lodi, CA, and 30 favorite nieces and
nephews.Memorial services will be held Saturday, October 13, 2007 at 1:30 p.m. in the
Seattle North Stake Center of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 5701 8th
Ave NE Seattle, WA 98105 [Map]. Friends and family are invited to attend and celebrate
the life of Colleen Weeks.Arrangements by Cook Family Funeral Home.

Comments

“

Colleen...it's been 9 years. I miss you so much. I think of you a lot. I wish I could talk
to you. BFF. Makes me smile to think of you. Then it makes me cry.

Rowena Ard - April 17, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

I have many fond memories of Colleen. She was always happy and fun to be around
but she also was spiritual and Gospel-oriented and inspired those around her to be
the same. I remember Jill and I visiting her at Ricks and BYU-Provo; she took us
somewhere and we gathered dried decorative weeds in some old pasture; all of us
running thru the weeds and cow patties!! We went to Sam Wo's Chinese "restaurant"
(if you can call it that)...a funny place, 3 stories tall, narrow steps and crabby Chinese
waiters...but lots of good, cheap noodles!! We laughed a lot about that place. I know
that Colleen is a choice Spiritual daughter of our Heavenly Father; that she is busy
now continuing to work hard and to love all those around here. Her special
compassion for the mentally challenged always amazed me; it takes an angel to be
like that! I'm grateful that her family loves and appreciates her; I know she loves them
back!! I'll miss Colleen and will live worthily to be with her again.

Betty Fleming - October 25, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

I worked with Colleen at the Northwest Center and briefly at Lifetime Advocacy Plus.
I knew her to be a very kind person. I'm so sorry to hear of her passing.

Mary Ciancio - October 17, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

I will miss Aunt Colleen very much. From a young age I knew Colleen loved me. She
had a way of making us feel very special. She served and loved many people.
Colleen wont be forgotten. She left us with many special memories that will be
shared with generations to come. It's comforting to know we will be together again
and our time to be together has not ended. I love you Aunt Colleen!

Lacy Wilson - October 12, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Colleen was the most wonderful aunt, she always greeted me with a big smile & hug.
She was a good example of service and charity to those around her. I already miss
her but know she is loving her new life in heaven - I'm sure she's already been very
busy.

Andrea Brookes - October 12, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

"Aunt Coneen" is what we called her until we could say her name. She has left us
with wonderful memories and showed us how to see the good in everything. I will
miss her but also can't wait until the day we are reunited.

Heather Weeks Bingham - October 11, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

I met Colleen soon after she moved into the 5th ward fifteen years ago, and she
became one of my best friends. I was her counselor when she was the Relief Society
president during her first stint in that position. It was a serious learning experience for
me, because I was able to see a woman in action totally dedicated to serving
others.So did I learn to know Colleen well? Yes, she allowed me as well as all the
others she knew into her heart. Did I learn much about her previous life? No. She
focused so totally on others that the history of her personal life was neither often nor
much discussed while she learned much about my worries. Sometimes she allowed
a glimpse into the concerns of her own life, but it did not happen often. She was an
amazing woman with affectionate heart and soul totally dedicated to the service of
the Lord and other people, never judgmental and always kind. How could she be
forgotten?

Kaisa London - October 11, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

I met Colleen and her Mother when I was still Bishop of Seattle Third Ward &#8211;
maybe about seven years ago. I really got to know them after I was called as Stake
President just over five years ago. I believe I first met Colleen in the temple when she
was serving as an ordinance worker. What really bonded us together was when we
found that we were distant cousins. We discovered each other in the &#8220;red
books&#8221; which is a very detailed history of the &#8220;illustrious&#8221;
Robison Family. From that time forward we often greeted each other as cousin.
Colleen was reluctant to do this because she was always so respectful of the
Priesthood and those who had been called to positions of leadership. My most
distinct memory of Colleen is observing her serve in the Temple and how kind and
loving she was to every person whether it be a fellow worker or someone attending
the temple. It is difficult to single out how Colleen blessed my life because she had
so many wonderful traits and attributes. Simply put I am a significantly better person
because I was blessed by knowing and associating with Colleen. She really knew the
meaning of and kept the two great commandments to love the Lord thy God and to
love thy neighbor as thy self. I have never known anyone who was so aware of so
many people and their needs, and served them with such love. She was ever
optimistic and worked to improve every thing that she was involved in. The best
example of this was her unparalleled service as a Relief Society President of the

Seattle Fifth Ward. Her loving service to her mother made me a better son, husband
and father. I could go on for pages but the last thought I will share is that she
exemplified and taught to the very end the true meaning of enduring to the end. She
was optimistic to the end and was always more concerned about others than herself
even in the pain filled last days of her life. I pledge to honor your life by striving to
incorporate more fully in my own life the traits you exemplified. With love and
appreciation.
Thomas Olson - October 11, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

I have wonderful memories of Colleen all the way back to 4th grade when we moved
to Montecillo. Most of all I remember the green firebird pulling up to our house every
morning while it was still dark out side and hearing the horn sound as Colleen called
me to seminary. She was ever faithful in making sure me and her brother Mark made
it there on time. She always greeted us with a smile and a positive attitude. I
remember Colleen as a person for whit and warmth, a person who would do anything
for anybody anytime. I love her and will miss seeing her from time to time. I am glad
she is with our Lisa doing the Lord&#8217;s work.

Jeff Wagner - October 11, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

I will really miss Colleen. Even though we were not in the same ward our wards were
in the same building so I would see her inbetween meetings. I have always felt a
closeness to Colleen since I met her years ago. I loved her friendliness, her faith, her
strength, her positive disposition, her kindness, her wisdom, her unselfishness, her
service to others, her smile. Since I have two mentally retarded sons we had
something else to bind us. She always asked about them, talked directly to them
when they were around, showed kindness and genuine interest. What a life! I am
grateful she was my friend.

Pat Tucker - October 11, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

I have wonderful memories and fun times I shared with Colleen. She was our girls
camp leader and took us on our 4th year hike...she loved to go to her favorite
restuarant in China town Sam Wo's...she had a thing for camels and was so excited
to go to Egypt and ride a real camel...she had a great love and understanding of the
mentally handicapped...she loved to talk about her brothers and nieces and nephews
and would always describe them as "so cute"...she truly lived and loved the gospel
and inspired those around her to so the same...the pure love of Christ is what she
posessed...I will really miss my friend Colleen but will always cherish the fun times
we shared and feel blessed to have known her.

Jill Fleming - October 11, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

I don't remember Colleen as a baby but I remember when she was just a little girl
and watched her grow up into a lovely and fun young lady. The Weeks and Osborn
families had many interactions in Walnut Creek. I have so many fond memories of
Colleen and your entire family as you were growing up. Colleen was always so
upbeat and friendly and drew many to her, and was an influence for good. She loved
her Mission and I am sure she touched the lives of many people at that time also.
She has endured a lot, and recovered from that terrible automobile accident years
ago, and I had so hoped that she would be able to beat this cancer. I know her whole
life was devoted to helping those less fortunate and many people love Colleen. My
condolences go out to you and your whole family.

Shirley Osborn Olsen - October 11, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

What we love about Colleen is her infectious smile and optimistic attitude. She put a
positive twist on things that others murmur about. She shared the humor she saw in
life and helped us all to not take ourselves too seriously. Even when several months
went by without seeing each other, Colleen always knew and remembered what was
going on in our lives. This is because she genuinely cared about other people. We
miss Colleen, but can you imagine the joy and laughter in heaven at her arrival!

Robert Escalante & Merrily Wolf - October 10, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Colleen was an amazing person. She had such a strong testimony of the gospel and
was a true Christ-like person. I married her cousin and was thrilled to have her as my
cousin. She was always so happy and gave of her time and talents so freely. When
she would come to Utah she loved to update us on what her brothers and their
awesome kids were accomplishing, always the proud Aunt. She always wanted to
see our children and see what was new and exciting in their lives. Taking care of
others and giving service to her fellow man were the cornerstones of her life, I know
right now Colleen is where she worked her entire life to be! Please know you are in
our thoughts and prayers.

Teri Sundberg - October 10, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

She was an example of how I wanted to be. Which in turn helped me decide to
convert and get baptized. Which in turn helped me get the priesthood. Which led to
me getting married in the Temple. Which led to me being sealed to my family for all
eternity. Which is the comfort that I keep with me daily. Just knowing that Colleen is
able hang out and laugh with my baby daughter brings tears of joy. As she told me

when my daughter passed " Are you kidding, she is lucky......this life is hard, who
wouldn't want to go back" - Referring to Our Father in Heaven. A sweet lady that I will
miss dearly. She is another person I have come to know in this life that will keep me
on the straight and narrow path...... because, to me, how could I pass up on the
opportunity to spend eternity with Colleen? - Eric Bauer - October 10, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

I just wanted to email my support and prayers to your family during such a difficult
time. I am a teacher in the Relief Society in Colleen's ward. I am single and
remember the nervousness I felt the first day I came to the ward. I didn't know who
Colleen was, but she found me quickly and introduced herself. I remember her
friendliness and, after apparently "assessing" my personality from first meeting, she
laughed and said "Well, you look normal!!!" After that she was always authentic and
fun and intentional in her caring for our Relief Society and took the time to recognize
people as individuals. I appreciated her energy and willingness to put so much of
herself out there as she served the ward. She was a kind and FUN soul. :-) You
family is in my thoughts.Leslie Orme

Leslie Orme - October 10, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

I met Colleen 6-7 years ago when we were in the 5th ward. She was the RS
president, and when I met her I felt like I made an instant friend. At the time, my
husband wasn't a member (she started working on him quick!), and that can be a
lonely place in a ward filled with families. But none of that mattered with Colleen. She
made me feel wanted and welcome. I felt like she looked in my eyes and could see
my soul. She could see who I truly was, or who I was to become. And I felt the same
way about her&#8212;-instant friendship, instant sisterhood, instant love. I felt like I
was meeting someone I had known forever, someone who could see the real me,
someone who wouldn't judge me, but who loved me. And for that she holds a special
place in my heart. She is my sister. I love her. I will see her again.Colleen introduced
the church, gospel and Spirit to my husband in a way he could accept. She loved
him, he could feel of her sincere love, and I believe she was one of the people that
helped him "see" and "hear" when he took the discussions for the 3rd or 4th time.
There were a number of people who were influential in my husband's eventual
baptism, and Colleen is definitely one of them. She loved and gave service and it
changed lives, destinies and the eternities. Thank you Colleen. We love you.

Merritt Bauer - October 10, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

How do you say thank you to one of the most kind and supportive people the world
has known. I worked with Colleen since the early 90's and she was so giving and
wonderful. Okay, she also shared her zany side with us and kept the world guessing
about anything Colleen. But she gave and gave and gave to all of us. Why do I cry
when I try to express myself and my thoughts of how so many of us that knew her
loved her and miss her now. Thanks, Colleen, for all you gave to us and all you mean
to us. There is no doubt you are in a better place.

Jim Burden - October 10, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

The first time I met Colleen, and after introducing herself, she asked, "What can I do
to help?" That proved to be a great part of her life - helping! When she became one
of my counselors in the Relief Society, all I had to do was ask and she did it, no
questions asked. She was always good for a laugh - or a cry - whichever seemed
appropriate, but she never seemed to dwell on the negative - just acknowledged it
and went on. She could assess a situation and solve the problem quickly. She was a
wonderful counselor and a super president. We loved it when she would call up and
make a date for dinner with Jim, Matt, Kim and I and Katherine at the Outback, her
favorite restaurant. We would sit and talk and laugh for hours. She and her mom
came over for Christmas Eve for several years and we exchanged funny gifts. She
spent all year finding outrageous articles to pass on to us and it was quite a job
looking for crazy things to give each other. She was so giving in other ways,
especially with her mother. She made sure that Katherine had company when
Colleen was at work, and that she had everything she needed. Her work kept her on
constant call and many times she had to take telephone calls when we were out
together. It seemed that she was busy every minute. She was Kim's Visiting Teacher
for awhile and would stop by. She and Katherine would sometimes call from their car
outside our house and ask if we were free for a visit, which of course we were.
Spontaneity seemed the watchword with Colleen and we shall surely miss that, as
well as her smiling face and always helping hand.

Oreen, Jim, and Kim Jackson - October 10, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Colleen was a sweet lady and fellow sister in the Lord's work. We treasured each
day we had to be of service to her in her final days. She was a bastion of strength;
she had a winning testimony of the eternity of life; and she shared her love and
testimony with all who visited during her difficult moments. She will be remembered
far and wide because of her willingness to not only share the burdens of those
needing a shoulder to cry on, but also to treasure up and appreciate the joys of her
friends. We will miss her!

Jon and Ming Thorpe - October 09, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Colleen was the best aunt i could ever ask for, I will miss her so much!

Spencer Weeks - October 07, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Colleen is my mom's first cousin. My mom loved and spoke fondly of all her cousins,
but especially Colleen. The two of them seemed to have a special bond.Our
extended family is spread out all across the country, but when in Utah for Christmas
last year, I attended a cousin's wedding and was thrilled to see Colleen and
Katherine. I hadn't seen Colleen for years. The last time was probably when my mom
died eight years ago.We quickly caught up and she asked how the family was doing
and how my dad was doing. We're all doing well and lucky to have an amazing
stepmom. As I told her this, she smiled with tears in her eyes and said,"I'm glad all of
you are happy, but I sure miss my cousin."Though I'm so sad for Katherine and
Colleen's brothers, I'm glad to know Colleen and my mom are catching up and
spending time together. My thoughts and prayers are with the Weeks. Colleen will be
missed.

Macy (Sanderson) Robison - October 06, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Colleen was like my big sister. She was sweet just like her mother Kate still is! She
always called me Tommy and whenever we talked she would look you in the eyes
and listen to what you said. She kept you on your toes and always made you realize
your choices have consequences in life. She had kindness and patience like few
others. She was way ahead of her time in helping people with intellectual disabilities.
What a great example she was to all of us. I will miss her calling my
name....Tommmmmmy Wagner!

Tom Wagner - October 05, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Colleen will always have a special place in my heart. She is such a great example of
someone who lived a christ centered life and always helped those around her do the
same. She could make anything fun, she was the life of the party. She was a great
aunt to my children and left them memories of the fun things they did together.
Colleen helped carry out the three fold mission of the church with her life of service to
perfect the saints, proclaim the gospel, and redeem the dead. I miss her, I love her, I
am glad I have her as my sister. One of Colleen's favorite scriptures that she used to
quote all the time is..."I, the Lord, am bound when ye do what I say; but when ye do
not what I say, ye have no promise". Til we meet again.
James Lewis Weeks

Jim Weeks - October 04, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

Colleen Weeks is my sister. She is one of my heroes. She is the reason for so much
good in the lives of so many in this world, and now in Paradise. I love her, I miss her
and hope to be worthy of her presence someday. I am unable to express the
gratitude I feel to my Heavenly Father for allowing me the privilege of being Colleen's
brother. She had a great deal to do with my gaining a testimony of the restored
gospel. She is a Saint, she is Christ-like, she is full of charity, and she showed us the
way, and she would want us to carry on, to do like she did, to love, to share, to care,
to accept and support and nurture and encourage all those around us. Thank you
Colleen for all you have done for me and so many others.

John Weeks - October 03, 2007 at 12:00 AM

“

OCT 3 2007WEDNESDAY NIGHTI GOT THE CALL LAST WEEK THAT COLLEEN
WAS DYING. COLLEEN WAS VERY MUCH A PART OF OUR LIVES IN THE
DARRELL AND MARJEAN WILLIAMS FAMILY. BEING A FRIEND OF PAUL AND
BEING OVER AT THE WEEKS HOME GROWING UP, I REMEMBER COLLEEN AS
THE ALWAYS PLEASANT, SMILING SISTER OF PAUL. SHE WAS VERY MUCH
THE INDIVIDUAL WHO SPOKE HER MIND, LOVED THOSE AROUND HER AND
MADE YOU FEEL GOOD. COLLEEN AND MY SISTER JANIS WAS VERY MUCH
TOGETHER GROWING UP AND WERE TWO PEAS IN A POD. COLLEEN
BROUGHT SENSIBILITY TO THOSE OF US AROUND HER. SHE LAUGHED AT
OUR IMMATURITY AND DOING THE BOY THINGS WE DID. SHE MADE IT EASY
TO BE IN THE SAME ROOM WITH HER.I ALWAYS THOUGHT SHE WAS A STEP
AHEAD OF US IN HOW AND WHAT SHE DID. HOW ELSE , DID SHE SURVIVE
BEING RAISED WITH BROTHERS.I WILL MISS HER BUT EVEN WRITING THIS,
BRINGS A SMILE TO MY FACE, BECAUSE THATS WHAT SHE DID.OUR LIVES
HAVE BEEN BLESSED BY THOSE, WE WERE RAISED UP AROUND.THANK
GOODNESS FOR THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST AND KNOWING THAT THE
ATONEMENT WAS MEANT FOR ALL OF US. I WOULD ONLY ASK THAT
COLLEEN SAVE ME A SEAT, SO I CAN HEAR HER LAUGH AND TO SEE HER
SMILE AGAIN.OUR LOVE, THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS ARE WITH THE WEEKS'
FAMILY AND ALL WHO MOURN THE PASSING OF A FRIEND AND SISTER IN
THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST. CLARK WILLIAMS AND FAMILY

CLARK AND JERI WILLIAMS FAMILY - October 03, 2007 at 12:00 AM

