Ivan Suryan
September 24, 2009

passed away on Thursday, September 24, 2009 at his daughter's home on Bainbridge
Island, Washington. He was born on February 26, 1911 in Vela Luka, Croatia. He
immigrated to America in 1939 and settled in Anacortes, where he worked as a fisherman
until his retirement in 1983.In 1956, he returned to Croatia to marry Helen Zitkovich, whom
he met through a picture at a friend’s home. For many years Ivan operated the F/V
Inventer, while Helen stayed home to tend garden and raise their two children. In 2002,
they moved to Bainbridge Island to be closer to family.He is survived by his son John and
his wife Monica Suryan of Bellevue, WA and his grandsons Joseph and Nicholas, his
daughter Irene and her husband Marc Smith of Bainbridge Island and his granddaughters
Miranda and Sophia. He was preceded in death by Helen, his wife of 51 years, and by
three brothers and two sisters. The Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Saturday,
October 3, 2009 at 11:30 AM at St. Cecilia’s Catholic Church 1310 Madison Avenue NE
on Bainbridge Island. Interment will take place following the Mass at Port Blakely
Cemetery on Bainbridge. A reception will follow in the church hall. In lieu of flowers,
memorial donations may be made to the Bainbridge Island Fire Department 8895 Madison
Avenue, Bainbridge Island WA 98110.

Comments

“

Hello, We wanted to share the Suryan legacy that continues on her in Anacortes.
Your Mom and Dad were walkers , as you know, which gets neighbors talking to one
another and sharing thoughts, fruit seeds ect. I really believe getting out of our cars
creates community. One day your Mom was walking by when she spied my two
young boys and I doing some yard work together. She yelled out (in her heavy
accent) "I love to see young children working!" I still think of her saying that as I feel
the exact same way. Means you're getting raised right.I'm sure that includes all of
you! Your Dad knew I loved to garden as your folks did. He got me to grow fava
beans for years, but not thoroughly thrilled with those,they went by the wayside.
However.... the tomatoe seeds he brought from Yugoslavia(we call them
Suryans)continue to be grown and passed around. We were sooooo upset last year
as we thought we had lost the seed to mold but because we too shared them,we
were able to get 6 more of those very precious seeds.Your folks were gems. The
kind you love and don't forget.They made the neighborhood wonderful. Always had
some time to chat. They live on in many an Anacortes garden and memory. Rosann
Wuebbels and George Reeves

Rosann Wuebbels - October 10, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

We just wanted to express our sympaathy to the Suryan family on behalf of Ivan's
passing! We were neighbors of Ivan and Helen when they lived up by St. Mary's
church in Anacortes...and my husband, Jack, did some work on their house for them.
(he was a general contractor) Our most vivid recollections of them was seeing them
walking not only in our neighborhood but all around Anacortes! They were such a
delightful couple and so friendly and hospitable! My husband especially remembers
their willingness to share their fresh figs with him when they were in season and
remembers Helen's strong coffee and some of her delicious baked goodies!It was a
privilege to know them and pray your memories of them will help ease their
passing...Sincerely, Jack and Gloria Jones

Jack W. and Gloria Jones - October 05, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Irene and Family,It was my pleasure to visit with your dad during his last days.
The love in your family is obvious.His stories and life experiences were tremendous
and provide a marvelous heritage.I won't be able to be at the services on Saturday
but will think of you at that time.Regards,Ray Peacoe

Ray Peacoe - October 01, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

John, I was sorry to read of your father's death.

Carl Erickson - September 30, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Johnny and Irene and families,I am so sorry I will be unable to attend the
funeral of your dad. I will be in Dallas, Texas on Saturday. As you know, your dad
was a very special friend of mine. I fished with him for 16 years in Puget Sound on
the Inventer and with Johnny on the Kathy T. I still tell stories about my experiences
with him. He was a wonderful man and I'm happy that he lived such a long life and
was loved and respected by everyone who knew him. I hope we can all get together
sometime and reminisce about the good times we shared.Love,Ron Whiton

Ron Whiton - September 30, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

It my pleasure to help care for Ivan. He was always cheerful and gracious. Irene took
such good care of him which allowed him to be home with his family. My thoughts
and prayers are with you.

Kelly Riley - September 29, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

We owned Simmond's Paint and Glass in Anacortes for many yearsWe knew Ivan as
a customer who quickly became a friend as well as a favorite customer.As you know,
Ivan was a great walker and after we sold the paint business, we kept the glass
business and moved up commercial to the 2700 block.Ivan walked by nearly every
day and I either waved or greeted him personally whenever possible.On his 90th.
birthday, we sent him a card, and he responded with a phone call. That was our last
contact, although he has been in our thoughts many times.Most of the Slavonian
families have passed on and Anacortes has never been the same, since. They were
wonderful people and we miss them.Please accept our condolences. We will still
remember him, fondlyPat and Bill Turner2010 creekside laneAnacortes

Pat and Bill Turner - September 29, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear FamilyGrowing up in Anacortes and knowing Ivan -- he was always cheerful lost touch because we married in 1957 and moved to Seattle area, but then re
connected at funerals, marriages and when my brother Roy Maricich moved to
current house, they were neighbors...Was happy for him when he found Helen, what
a perfect match....and living to enjoy grandchildren.What a blessings from the Lord to
have him for so many years.My brother Roy passed away in August, we are loosing

the older generation.Bob and Yvonne Maricich Bowen
Yvonne Bowen - September 29, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

Thru my father (George Wasilewski who did diesel engine repairs for Ivan) I was
lucky enough to get a job working on the Inventor for six seasons and came to know
Ivan and his family quite well. What a wonderful experience, I have many incredible
memories, when I became a crew member I also became a member of their family,
thats how it worked. More than 12 years later my younger brother also crewed on the
Inventor so we really had a family thing going with the Suryans and their extended
family of fellow crew mates from the boat. I can still remember young John Suryan
trying to teach me to swear in Yugoslavian, behind Ivans back of course! I speak for
all of the Wasilewski family in expressing our sorrow at his passing,but our joy of
having been able to know him and his wonderful family. God Bless him!

John C. Wasilewski - September 29, 2009 at 12:00 AM

