Kitty Holm
April 18, 2014

passed away on Thursday, April 17, 2014 at her residence on Bainbridge Island,
Washington. She was born on October 24, 1920 in Harbin, China and was 93 years of
age. Kitty worked as a seamstress, tailor and drapery maker for 40 years. She died
peacefully in her beautiful home that the family built for her on the Island. Kitty loved to
garden and cook. She could make clothing out of any piece of fabric. She was the ultimate
hostess, even at the end she wanted to feed the hospice staff.She had sage wisdom for
everyone. She had a great sense of humor and she always believed that truth should
never get in the way of a good story! Kitty will be dearly missed.She is survived by her
daughter Judy Weiland (Bruce) of Bainbridge Island, WA; daughter-in-law Diane Holm of
Coos Bay, Oregon, grandchildren; S. Molly Weiland (Jessi) of San Francisco, CA,
Nicholas Weiland of Washington, D.C. and Michael Weiland of Eugene, Oregon, Brandon
Holm of San Jose, California, Casey Holm of Santa Cruz, CA,. Kitty was preceded in
death by her husband Raphael Holm, son Michael Holm, daughter Tamara Holm.Family
and friends are respectfully invited to attend an Open House to celebrate Kitty's life on
Saturday, June 7, 2014 from 1-5 PM at Bruce and Judy's home. Please bring a plant to
put in the garden in honor of Kitty and your appetite. In Kitty's grand tradition as a hostess
there will be plenty of food. A graveside service took place at Alta Mesa Cemetery in Palo
Alto, California. Please sign the online Guest Book for the family.

Comments

“

When I think of Kitty what first comes to mind are sparkling eyes beneath a cloud of
gloriously white hair and lips that seemed to ever hold the hint of a smile, and I loved
to hear talk, the way her Russian vocal folds shaped English words into playful
musical phrases that were sweet tastes to the ear. And she was playful, though she
didn't talk much or move fast. just her presence in a room, whether reading a book or
just sitting quietly, was a comforting presence. But you knew she was taking it all in.
Of course, Jennifer and I my experience of her is limited to her time on Bainbridge
when she was the one being cared for, but it was always easy to imagine Kitty the
Younger - a hardworking, energetic, skilled and dedicated mother - a truly nurturing
soul who so obviously lives on. We share in your loss and celebration of a truly lovely
women. Love, Lang and Jennifer.

Lang and Jennifer Stallongs - June 12, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Judy and Family-It is sad to know that the world is one less lovely person. Kitty was
always such a delight, with an easy smile and twinkle in the eye. I enjoyed coming
back from a trip to Russia and sharing the experience, sights, and a chocolate bar
with your Mom. She would invite me to sit down and share tea, always curious about
the boys and activities that were underway. There are people in the world that inspire
me to better and to always aspire for a positive attitude, aging gracefully as years
pass. Kitty is one of those. I will treasure her in memory.

Elliott Taylor - June 07, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kitty always had an elegant, beautiful way of welcoming people.One beautiful day,
she took me on a tour of all the photos on her wall with the vivid memories showing
on her face.She surprised me with sweet liquor before lunch. We had fun that
day.She loved Sushi. I loved her eggplant dip.I could talk to her about anything,
about husbands, about marriage life , about children or about differences of our
cultures. She was a great mother-like friend. She was and will always be a beautiful
person and I will miss her very much. Judy, cherish your memories with your mother.
She loved you very much.

Masako and Pete Guidry - June 06, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Judy,Your mom was such a sweet and adorable lady. And it was obvious that the two
of you had a very special bond--a beloved mother who raised an very loving and
caring daughter. Cherish the memories of those wonderful mother/daughter trips you
had with her.I enjoyed the meetings we had at your home when she would join us.

Quiet, but you could tell she was engaged in her thoughts and eyes. She had that
fabulous hair, and I enjoyed the times we ran into each other at "Lottie's. You will
miss you and so will the LTs.
Kathy Geehan - June 05, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I have many wonderful memories of Kitty in her home on Suzanne Drive in Palo Alto.
She would welcome me with a warm smile as I let myself in their back door. I usually
entered the house this way because in those days (without asking permission or
fearing being arrested for trespassing) you could walk through a neighbor&#8217;s
yard and hop their fence just to meet up with a friend. I did this most mornings for six
years to meet Judy before school. My most vivid memory of Kitty is her standing in
front of her stove making something yummy that was not only delicious but visually
beautiful. Kitty gave me my first sip of Manischewitz, being Italian and used to Dago
Red this was a new treat for me. Kitty also taught me Russian. I learned how to say
babusca and Judica (I have spelled them phonetically but when I say them I still hear
them in Kitty&#8217;s voice). - To all the Holm and Weiland family my heartfelt
sympathies and my prayer for blessings, peace, comfort and love always, Lynn
(Filippi) Momboisse

Lynn Momboisse - June 04, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Always a LADY, with sweet smile and cute accent. I loved it when she joined us for
our weekly gab and stich sessions. I will miss her smiles.

Pat Reynolds - June 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I am very saddened to hear about Kitty's death ('Kitty' - she was always 'Mrs Holm' to
me) and my heart and condolences go to Judy, Bruce and their family. I met Judy's
mum when I was 11 and hung out pretty much daily at the Holm household. I loved
her! She was always busy working or cooking, but still welcomed me with so much
warmth. I can still hear her voice, with its strong, exotic (to me) Russian accent and a
profound gentleness. The kitchen was the centre (with Judy's granny usually in her
corner, comfy chair) and Mrs Holm was always preparing delicious food - Russian
specialities that I can still taste in my mind. Boy how I loved eating there! I've lived
away from the US for over 40 years, but I did see Mrs Holm again a few years ago in
her 'dacha' next to Judy and Bruce. She looked, felt, even smelled the same - I was
incredibly moved and realised, yet again, how much I liked her and what she had
meant to my young self. I will miss her!Tina and family, Cambridge, England

Tina Bird - May 31, 2014 at 12:00 AM

