Melvin Rothbaum
October 7, 2017

passed away on Saturday, October 7, 2017 at The Wyatt House on Bainbridge Island,
Washington at the age of 91.He was born on January 5, 1926 in The Bronx, New York City
and lived most of his life in Urbana, Illinois. Mel served in the army on Iwo Jima during
World War II. He received a PhD from Harvard in 1949. Mel worked as a professor of
economics at UCLA, was the director of the Institute of Labor and Industrial Relations at
the University of Illinois, and was on the staff of the Council of Economic Advisors to
Lyndon Johnson.Mel was a kind, gentle, loving man, friendly to all. He was devoted to his
wife of 68 years, Janice. He loved the arts: theater, opera, classical and jazz concerts as
well as the visual arts. He and Janice were world travelers visiting Europe, Asia and
Australia.Back in his hometown of Urbana, Illinois Mel and Janice had a strong group of
friends with whom they would socialize frequently. He was well respected as a scholar and
professor in the field of economics and Industrial Relations, was a strong supporter of
organized labor and progressive politics, and gave generously to charities and causes he
believed in. He was able to spend the last years of his life on Bainbridge Island with his
children and grandchildren and made new, important friendships with his fellow residents
at the Wyatt House.Melvin is survived by his children Jeremy Rothbaum (Leslie) of
Bainbridge Island, WA and Susan Rothbaum (Kathie Bailey) of St. Paul, Minnesota. He
also leaves behind his grandchildren Nick Rothbaum and Liberty Mighell (Felix) of Seattle,
Washington. He was preceded in death by his wife Janice Rothbaum.Please sign the
online Guest Book for the family.Arrangements entrusted to Cook Family Funeral Home.

Comments

“

Jeremy and Leslie,I was so glad to hear that you'd had the last couple of years with
your dad nearby. I'm sure that was a joy to him.

Ellin Spenser - October 29, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

It is with deep sorrow that I learn of Mel's death. Mel was among the most civil and
gentle souls I have met in my lifetime. He was also among the most modest and this
despite his many, many contributions in the fields of public policy and academic. He
and Janice were the most gracious of hosts and I will recall fondly down through my
remaining years the delightful New Years Eve parties they held in their Urbana home.
Mel was also terribly kind and supportive of me when I worked in the Labor
Education Program at the Institute of Labor and Industrial Relations. I became a
junior partner in a weekly clam chowder luncheon at the Illini Union that also included
Martin Wagner, Bernie Karsh, and Walter Franke. Now all of my clam chowder
friends are gone, but I still hear the buzz of our conversation as we sought to solve
all of the world's problems and have a laugh or two while we were at it.

Patricia Simpson - October 21, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

To The Rothbaum Family- Was saddened to learn of your father's passing. I first
became acquainted with Mel when he was Director of the Institute of Labor and
Industrial Relations. He initiated the formation of a formal constituent alumni group
and recruited a Board in the early 80's to give leadership to alumni activities. As the
Board's first President, I was privileged to work closely with Mel and his Staff. He was
a consummate professional in his field and the Institute grew under his leadership.
Over the ensuing years, my wife and I socialized with Mel and Janice several times.
They were a great couple. We will all miss Mel's quiet, natural way of relating to
people and know that many people in Champaign-Urbanawill always miss his
contributions to the community.

Ernest L. Hoffman, Jr. - October 20, 2017 at 12:00 AM

