Rhea Hannon
March 17, 2013

passed away peacefully on Sunday, March 17, 2013 at The Messenger House on
Bainbridge Island, WA surrounded by her loving family. Rhea Fay Williams was born July
21, 1924 in Port Blakely, Bainbridge Island to Jurdan and Katherine Willams. Rhea was
raised on Bainbridge Island and graduated from Bainbridge High School in 1942. In high
school, she was a member of the Cheer squad and was first trumpet in the band. Rhea
remained on the island after graduation. It was during this time that she met Walter
Hannon, a young Marine who was stationed at Ford Ward during the war. They married
and had five children. They later divorced but remained close friends until his death in
2001. Rhea had several careers during her lifetime, many at the same time. They
included: Northwest Magazine, cab driver, The Bainbridge Review, postmistress in
Lynwood Center, hostess at The Martinique Restaurant on Bainbridge Island, owner of her
own Ice Cream Shoppe in Lynwood Center, and working for her son at Walt’s Market.
Rhea was best known for always having a smile on her face and her love for playing the
piano. But nothing compared to her love for her family. Rhea is survived by her son Jim
(Lottie of Bainbridge Island, daughter Cathy Hannon of Bainbridge Island, sons Mark
(Heidi) of Mesa, Arizona, Walter (Jan) of Bainbridge Island, David (Val) of Bainbridge,
grandsons Kyle, Tyler, Brian (Jennifer), Nicholas, Chris (Carrie) Tamblyn of Colorado
Springs, CO and Andrew (Alisha) Wanamaker of Austin, TX and granddaughters Shannon
Hannon ofPortland, OR and Erin (Jeff) Jagelski of Bainbridge Island. In addition, she
alsoleaves behind numerous nieces and nephews and friends. A memorial service
celebrating Rhea’s life will be held at 2 p.m. on April 6, 2013 at Grace Episcopal Church,
8595 NE Day Rd, Bainbridge Island, WA. A reception will follow at the church. A private
burial was held following her passing. The family wishes to thank the wonderful staff at
The Messenger House on Bainbridge Island that cared for Rhea during her illness.In lieu
of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Hospice of Pierce or Kitsap County or
Alzheimer’s Research or the Bainbridge Island Japanese American Community. Please
sign the online Guest Book for the family.

Comments

“

To Walt and the Hannon Family, I am so sorry to hear about Rhea. I grew up on
Bainbridge Island and one of my fondest memories of growing up was seeing Rhea
at Walts almost everyday making me smile. She was a very sweet lady and she will
be missed in my heart. I send my prayers and deep condolences to the Hannon
Family.

Kiyle Playter - April 16, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

To Walt and Hannon family,Rhea was a true Bainbridge icon, and it was a joy to have
known her. Please accept our sympathy at your loss.

Susie and Charlie Christenson - April 11, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Miss Rhea, walking into Walt's and hearing your sweet voice sing out a greeting,
followed, whenever you had a free arm, by a hug, always a smile, brought a lift to the
day regardless of what was happening outside. You made every person you touched
feel "seen". Such a gift, such a beautiful, dear woman. I will always remember you,
as will my daughter, Emilia. Thank you.

Elizabeth Marie Dronkert Toglia - April 06, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

I was so sorry to hear about Rhea passing. She was a great lady. She will be missed
by so many people. My condolences to the Hannon family.

Guy Roche - April 06, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Going to miss you Rhea. You were a wonderful person and raised a great family. Our
prayers are with the family.

Mike Clementz - April 06, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Rhea was a blessed ray of sunshine she will surely be missed. Joe and I both have
many fond memories - one grand lady.

Joe & Twila McArdle - April 05, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Jim,Cathy,Mark,Walt and Dave,Our hearts go out to all of you and your families.
It makes me so sad to see such a wonderful lady leave this earth, but she is free now
of any pain and suffering she endured and Rhea is up in heaven right now with all of
her old Island friends, like my Mom and Dad and her best buddy Auntie Ruth
catching up on all the latest! I have so many fond memories of Rhea, like riding our
bikes down to Lynwood and buying as much candy as we could carry for a few cents
and always chit chatting with Rhea. That was always a favorite! Just know that we
are thinking of all of you! We love you! Take care.

Cindy and Jerome Amo - April 05, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

I came to know Grandma Rhea through her granddaughter Erin and had the
pleasure of meeting her over a holiday dinner several years ago. I will never forget
how sweet she was. Her smile lit up the room and the warm hug she gave me made
me feel like one of the family. My condolences go out to the Hannon family for this
tremendous loss. Rhea leaves behind an incredible legacy.

Kim Hassell - April 05, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Hannon Family:We feel so fortunate to have had the chance to meet this lovely
lady when she was still working at Walt's. She certainly did a fine job as a mother as
her children are terrific adults who we greatly respect.Rest in Peace Rhea and I'm
sure you're dancing on the rainbow with a pot of gold!!

Mo Stich and Mike Chamness - April 04, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolences to all of Rhea's family and friends.Rhea and I were classmates in
the Bainbridge High School class of 1942.Bob Oliver

Robert C. Oliver - April 02, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Rhea was a treasure. I would walk from the Driftwood Apartments to Lynwood
Center and at the store, she was always cheerful with a kind word for everyone. Full
of energy and always busy! I was glad to discover my mother could have her as a
roommate at Messenger House. Rhea will be greatly missed.My condolences to all
of you.

Kathleen McKnight - April 01, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

To the Hannon Family; We lost a wonderful woman!!!!! I haven't seen your mom for
years but I will always remember her with a smile on her face. She raised a
wonderful family of which I'm sure she was so proud!!! My warmest regards and
sympathy to you all..... Sincerely, Lynne Eastman Prince

Lynne Prince - April 01, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

We extend our condolences to all of Rhea's family. We miss her, too. When we
moved here many years ago, Rhea was the first person on the island to welcome me
by name; she always had a sweet smile and kind word for me, and often a silly joke.
Rhea made everyone near her feel welcome and she certainly brightened up many
of my days. I can't think of a greater talent than that of making other people feel
welcome! I'm glad we had the privilege of knowing Rhea and seeing that she has
passed that kindness onto other members of her family.The family of Mark Osborn
and Martha Turnbull

Martha Turnbull - March 31, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolences to all of Rhea's family and extended families. Never saw Rhea
without a smile and a helping hand out to anyone.

Raymond Adams - March 30, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Aunt Rhea always had a smile and a hug. She shared great food to eat or a gift she
insited you take home give. I remember visiting the house on the island at christmas
time, going to the ice cream shop and visiting at Walt's Market. Rhea always called
all the family and insisted they come and say hi whenever we would come over to the
island. Family was so important to Aunt Rhea! We will miss our aunt Rhea.

Dean Williams - March 30, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Aunt Rhea always had a smile and a hug. She shared great food to eat or a gift she
insited you take home give. I remember visiting the house on the island at christmas
time, going to the ice cream shop and visiting at Walt's Market. Rhea always called
all the family and insisted they come and say hi whenever we would come over to the
island. Family was so important to Aunt Rhea! We will miss our aunt Rhea.

Dean Williams - March 30, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Rhea was our introduction to life on Bainbridge Island in the late 80's when we came
here looking for a small community life-style where people got to know and
appreciate each other. We were convinced right away that this was the place when
we first walked into Walt's grocery. Rhea knew everyone (and called them "sweetie")
and everyone knew her because she never failed to give you a hug and a kiss. Even
as the pains of aging had their effects, Rhea never lost her cheer or that wonderful
smile! We will all miss her but each of us is so much better for having been able to
share part of her life.

Cam and Donna Foster - March 30, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Rhea was the first friend i made when I moved to Bainbridge Island. She was
interesting and kind and I am so blessed to have known her.

Dawn E Boubong - March 30, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

MY BEST THOUGHTS AND GOOD WISHES GO TO THE FAMILY OF RHEASHE
WAS ONE OF THE HARDEST WORKING WOMEN I KNEW FROM THE FAMILY
OF MONA THOMPSON AND ALEC MUNRO

MONA THOMPSON - March 29, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

My thought and prayers are with you and the family!!

Jim Gatchet - March 29, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

I will always remember Rhea's kindness to me when I was a young thing just getting
a foothold on Bainbridge. She opened my post office box at Lynwood Post Office and
by the time I got to Puget Power she had already called Glenn Vorwerk to make sure
they turned on the electricity in the old cabin I was renting. It was always a pleasure
to visit with her through all her roles at Lynwood. I agree that she should be declared
an Island Treasure.

Ann Candioto - March 29, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Condolences to Walt and all of Rhea's family. She was a lovely person with a giving
heart. I will always remember how kind she was to my daughter Dawn when she first
moved to the island. Sending love and hugs your way!

Lois Boubong - March 29, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Walt, Jim and LottieOur sincere condolences to you and your family. Rhea will
always be remembered for her welcoming smiles and all of her kindness to so many
on the island and to us and all of our children. We were blessed to have had her in
our lives.Sincerely,Joan and Michael TreacyWilliamsburg, VA

Joan B. Treacy - March 29, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Walt, I am so sorry for your loss! When I moved to BI 20 years ago, walking my
dog to your store and having Rhea make me a latte was a weekly ritual. She was
one of the first people that made me feel at home here. While she may not have
qualified as an official "Island Treasure" in my mind she will always be just that!

Lynn de Vree, Bainbridge Island - March 28, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Walt,I am very sorry for your loss. Met your Mom at the store in 97'. She was so very
supportive to me. Remembered my name too! I loved to drop in and chat with her.
She always had time and a smile and a bit of good advice!

Jack MacArthur - March 26, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

my sincere condolences for your lost. Rhea is happy and free from life's struggles.

melva - March 26, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Walt Dave Mark Jim KathyI was so sorry to read about your mom.As someone
before me said she was truly an island icon and I know she will be missed by all
those that were fotunate enough to know her.For all of us that have been there it is
so hard to lose a parent.My condolences go out to the family.

Larry Gordon - March 25, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

rhea what can i say thank you for hiring me in the to work with you at your ice cream
shop it was a honor to work there we had so much fun had alot of laughs you gave
me the chance to find out what i wanted to do in my life to work with people your 80th
birthday party just seems like yesterday i will neverforget you!! thank you so much for
everything you will be missed

betty l morgan - March 25, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

I was acquainted with Rhea Hannon because of my many visits to the Hen House at
Lynnwood Center and the Jiffy Mart, of course. She was one of the most kind
persons that I have ever met in all the years that I lived on Bainbridge Island. I only
found out about her passing yesterday and it brought tears to my eyes even though
he was up there in years. I am sure a great many island residents and those who
lived in and around Lynnwood Center and knew Rhea have found memories of her
as I do. My condolences to her family. May her place in island history be forever
secure.

Bryan Thomsen - March 24, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Your mom was a class act. Always happy, always kind, a rare person indeed. I had
my first banana split in her ice cream shop. She has definately left an empty space
that nobody could ever fill.

Jan ODaniels (Coleman) - March 21, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Was very sorry to hear of the passing of your Mom. What a wonderful lady she was.
Always had a smile and time for everyone. We remember the days of her being in
the post office. She will be missed by many.Our deepest symapthy.

John & Sandi Weis - March 20, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Rhea was the first person I was introduced to when I moved to the island by my
husband. She became my adopted "mom" or "grandmother" from then on. I loved her
dearly and she always had a hug for me. My husband preceded her in death, so I
know now they are together again as friends,talking cars (as they had the same one,
at one time!!) She always greeted us with a smile and stories. God Bless you Rhea,
thanks for my beautiful memories.

Janet Robbins - March 20, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Mark, Walt, Dave, Jim, and Kathy,I am so sorry to hear about your mother's passing.
I will always remember her smiling face everytime I went into the store. Our prayers
and thoughts are with you all.Dale and Annie Johnson

Dale Johnson - March 20, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

John and I are very sorry to read about Rhea's passing. She was a wonderful woman
and another Island icon! May all of the Hannon family recall all of your wonderful
times together over the years! May these memories cause you to smile! Peace will
come in time.Love, Randi and John

Randi and John Wilson - March 19, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Jim, Kathy, Mark, Walt and Dave,Louise and I were very sorry to hear of the passing
of your Mom. Rhea was one of those truly exceptional people that will be missed by
many. Always smiling, always friendly and always one of those welcoming individuals
who will be remembered by all who had the pleasure to meet her. Please accept our
most sincere condolences.

Pinky McNulty - March 19, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

I'm so glad I got the chance to talk with you, Kathy, at the 1966 class reunion. Your
mom was a very special person in my life and I will always treasure the time I spent
with her at Island Center.Much love to you and to your brothers.Mel Conrad Howton

Mel Howton - March 19, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Condolences to the Hannon family. I remember well the days that Larry
Christopherson and I made the trip to Lynwood for those special sandwiches and a
visit with Rhea.

Dave Goller - March 19, 2013 at 12:00 AM

