Yvette Susumi
August 8, 2010

passed away on Sunday, August 8, 2010 at The Wyatt House on Bainbridge Island,
Washington at 81 years of age. She was born on December 21, 1928 in Ecueille, a small
town in France to Maurice Gauvain and Juliette Trouve where she was raised on a farm.
Her father was in the French resistance and their village was occupied by the Germans
during WWII. Her family hid a Jewish couple in their home for 2 years at great risk to their
own family. Later, she fell in love and married Arthur Susumi who was stationed in France
with the US military. She moved to Seattle with him and made a beautiful home for her
family. Yvette was a gourmet cook and wonderful homemaker, sewing and knitting many
beautiful clothes for her family. She was a loving devoted wife, mother and grandmother.
She was also a very strong animal lover, having many pets throughout her life. Yvette
retired from the Seattle School district where she worked in Food Service at Asa Mercer
Jr. High School for over 20 years. She was a member of the Nisei Veteran's Auxiliary
Club. Twelve years ago, she was met by numerous challenges presented to her after
surgical complications. In spite of the severe physical limitations, she managed to become
semi-independent utilizing the same strength and grace that she demonstrated throughout
her life. While she will be greatly missed, it is a relief that she is free from the burdens that
she endured for her final years. She was a resident of Bainbridge Island for the past five
years and former resident of Seattle for 52 years. Yvette is survived by her daughters;
Marlene Smick (Monty) of Spokane, WA, Christine Susumi (Jay) of Bainbridge Island, WA
and her granddaughter Carolyn Smick of Portland, Oregon. She also leaves behind her
siblings and other relatives in France. She was preceded in death by her husband Arthur
A. Susumi in 2005. Family and friends are respectfully invited to attend the Memorial
Service on Friday, August 13, 2010 at noon at Holy Rosary Catholic Church, 4210 SW
Genesee, Seattle, WA 98116. Private interment will take place at Tahoma National
Cemetery in Kent, WA. Memorial contributions can be made at West Sound Wildlife
Shelter on Bainbridge Island.

Comments

“

Dear Christine and Family,We just found out, about your loss, by reading the
ObituaryNotices, in Bainbridge Islander news paper.We wanted to send our warmest
taughts to you, and Jay in the hard times.Blessing for all of you,your friends, Claude
& Christiane

Christiane Daries - August 26, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Christine and family, We called her the little French Lady. She walked your dog
past my mom's house every day. She always took the time to chat with mom and the
old man across the street - they looked foward to their visits by the roses. She even
invited my mom over to her house for tea and my mom raved about that for a long
time - it meant alot to a woman older than your mom who was somewhat isolated.
Later I learned your dad was a classmate at WSHS of a dear friend of mine, Bob
Hallberg and they and their wives shared lunches monthly at the Chelan Cafe. The
Hallbergs want me to give you their condolences. He wished to make it to the service
or drop off a card but he is not too well himself and then caught a cold, so could not. I
am the daughter at the corner of 46th and Hanford with the roses. My mom has been
gone 10 years and Joe across the street not long after. I have fond memories of your
mom - did not know just how remarkable your folks both really were. I am sorry for
your loss. Sincerely, Pat Magnuson

Patty Magnuson - August 16, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

We loved Yvette for herself and for all that she had accomplished after coming to
Seattle. Her culinary talents grew with her and we will never forget the enjoyment we
had at our annual holiday and anniversary parties. Our Christmas parties started way
back when our children were very young. She has been very brave with her
handicaps after her operations and has lived them with positive attitude. We feel
fortunate that we have been able to visit her at Wyatt House on Bainbridge Island.
We feel good that she is now with Art in heaven. Thanks to Christine, Jay, Marlene,
Monty and Carolyn for caring for her. Thanks also to the Wyatt staff.

Sam and Matsue Watanabe - August 11, 2010 at 12:00 AM

