Arlie Wirth Albeck
February 11, 2013

passed away on Monday, February 11, 2013 at Northwest Hospital in Seattle, Washington.
He was born on December 12, 1931 and was 81 years of age.Arlie was a kind man of
enormous integrity. He was also milk-through-the-nose funny. Arlie was born in
Wenatchee. In the US Coast Guard he earned a 1st class radiotelephone license and
served from 1949 to 1952. He then attended Dillon Teachers’ College and graduated with
a degree in elementary education. Arlie’s teaching career spanned 38 years, ranging from
a Hutterite community to over 30 years at Adams Elementary School in Seattle. Arlie held
M Ed and MS degrees.He spent summers as a VISTA volunteer with migrant children, a
tutor for blind children, and an actor in Seattle Children’s Theatre. He was a member of
Brass Pounders and the American Legion.Among Arlie’s broad interests were
archaeology, covered bridges, snow apples, and music by The Celtic Women singers. He
studied handcrafted log cabin construction techniques and had instruction manuals
translated from their original Norwegian sources. His values were reflected in his
charitable contributions to the Seattle Public Library Foundation, the Seattle Humane
Society, and the Arlie Albeck Elementary Education Endowment at the University of
Montana Western in Dillon.Arlie was preceded in death by his parents, Daphne E. (Finney
Anderson) and Clarence J. Albeck, and by his sister Clarine Y. Warder. He is survived by
his nieces Mandy Allen, Lisa Warder, and Amy Woodworth, all residing in
Colorado.Internment of ashes will be at the family plot in Wilson Creek,
Washington.Please sign the Online Guestbook and share your memories.

Comments

“

I have alot of good memories at Adams Elementary. Rest in Peace.Class of '96

Garrett Alonzo Mills Jr. - December 05, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

I will undoubtingly never forget Mr. Albeck. He was My 4th grade teacher at Adams
Elementary The candy man for sure. I remember I was still living Ballard just before I
joined the Navy in 2003 and I was working and Jcpenny and he saw me on my lunch
break at Northgate mall and we spoke and I told him I was joining the military. He
didn't like that idea at all and would rather I continue my education. Well since then I
am still on Active duty and have completed half my degree. I have searched for him
randomly wanted to visit him when I got a chance to visit home. Prior to today I have
searched for him hoping I wouldn't see an Obituary. But I know this day would come.
I know he live a joyous long life of teaching. God rest his soul.

Lindsey J Smack (Taylor) - February 21, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Mr. Albeck was my fourth grade teacher at Adams Elementary in the mid 1970s. He
was kind and compassionate to all of us kids. He was our favorite teacher. I
remember one day he put thousand dollar candy bars in our books for doing a good
job, I'll never forget the grin on his face at the front of the class while watching us
open our books.

Justin Finn RN - June 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I am deeply sorry for your loss. He was my teacher 43 years ago. It sounds like he
had a rich full life and he touched so many lives. His family should be very proud.

Margaret Myers ( Vangel) - August 11, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

I was in Arlie's (Mr. Albeck's) fourth grade class at Brighton Elementary School is
Seattle (this was in 1962). I just did an Internet search of his name (I was mentioning
him on Facebook as my all-time favorite teacher for today's Teacher Appreciation
Day and was hoping I could find him to let him know). I was saddened to find his
obituary.He had the most amazing sense of humor and was a master at making
learning fun. I was a shy little girl and he helped me gain a lot of self-confidence that
year. I still share stories about his funny comments and gestures. Years later I was
working at Daybreak Star and he was leading a class on a field trip (from Adams

Elementary) and we bumped into each other -- he recognized me after all those
years! It was such a treat to see him, and we shared a few good laughs again. I was
fortunate to have been one of his students.
Karleen Pederson Wolfe - May 07, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Mr Albeck was not only a wonderful teacher - two of my sisters were in his class @
Adams Elementary and although I wasn't so fortunate, everyone in the school new
and loved him.I had the opportunity to witness his unselfish nature first hand, my
younger sister was diagnosed with terminal cancer in 1985, Mr Albeck quickly
became a familiar sight at our home and in the hospital tutoring her throughout her 5
year battle. His time with my sister kept her up with and often exceeding her peers.
She died early into her freshman year @ Holy Names Academy maintaining her high
marks. And when she was too sick to study, he still took the time to visit.I know mine
is not the only family he touched - truly a life well lived in the service of all he knew. I
hope that there is comfort knowing the impact he's had on the lives of so many as
surely he'll continue his teaching long beyond his years on earth.

Lee Nugent - May 07, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

The thing I remember about Arlie is how quick witted and fun he was in the work
place. I also appreciated those Dove chocolates he handed out! There were days
that working with energetic children required a little extra something! Arlie was
thoughtful and kind as well, and I'm sure he will be missed by many. Lucky for me, I
had the pleasure of working with him at Adams Elementary.

Shirley Carr - March 31, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Brother Arlie Wirth J. AlbeckMasonic Record No. 39040Born: December 12 1931,
Wenatchee, WashingtonRaised to an Apprentice Mason January 21, 1965Raised to
a Fellowcraft Mason March 27, 1965Raised to a Master Mason June 24, 1065Good
Time Service &#8211; 47 Years &#8211; 7 monthsReceived all degrees in Ark Lodge
No. 126.Passed away in good standingSeattle, WashingtonFebruary 11,
2013Sincerely,(Lodge Seal)John L. Swafford, II, Secretary10712 &#8211; 68th Ave.
So.Seattle, WA 98178-2553Phone 206-723-5353E-mail - w7meu@msn.com

John L. Swafford,II; secretary - March 25, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

I knew Arlie in 1970 through 1977. There were a few of us that were active in PTA.
Pat and I volunteered 5 days a week helping where we could - in the office, in the
classroom and any place we could - to make school 'fun'. Arlie was always there to
help us as well as the students. I haven't seen him in all these years but I will never
forget him.

Jean Anderson - March 24, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

I worked with Arlie at Adam's Elementary in the 80's. He was a kind and caring
person. I was a new teacher and he helped me along. Prayers for his family and
friends.

Kathy Angvik - March 24, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

I worked with Arlie at Adams School and he was also a friend of my late husband,
Bob Smith. Arlie was very kind to me and fun to work with with. I'm very sorry for
your loss.

Marilyn Smith - March 24, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Teaching alongside Arlie was among some of my most fun teaching memories. We
had such fun! I remember my 5th graders asking if we were a "couple" because we
enjoyed each other's company so much. It was hilarious to us, because I was 2 feet
taller and 20 years younger than Arlie, not to mention already married to someone
else, but to children, all things are possible! I put up a "Wanted: Room Parent" sign .
He responded with a similar sign with Sophia Loren's likeness. When I told him he
was shooting a little high, He responded, "Well, it doesn't hurt to ask!" He was a
treasure! I'm so glad to have known him and been able to see someone who so
enjoyed his work.

Barbara (BJ) Bolson - March 24, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Arlie was a very thoughtful friend and fellow teacher. He was enjoyable to be
around,and I very much enjoyed his sense of humor. He will be missed by all of us.

lee wolverton - March 23, 2013 at 12:00 AM

