Charles Sumner Brashears
June 14, 2014

69, of Kingston, Washington, passed away Saturday, June 14, 2014, at Virginia Mason
Medical Center, Seattle, Washington surrounded by his family. Chuck was born in San
Francisco, California, on October, 21, 1944 but spent most of his childhood in Bremerton,
WA where he graduated from West Bremerton High School in 1963. Chuck met the love of
his life, Susan Lonette Nelson, at West Bremerton High School in 1960. They were
married on September 18, 1965, and have been in love for the past forty-nine years. In
1963 he was awarded the Carnegie Hero Award for saving the life of a boy from a wild bull
at the Kitsap County Fair and was also honored with the Boy Scout’s Gold Life Saving
Medal. After graduating high school Chuck joined the US Army where he served with 1st
Cavalry MedEvac in Vietnam. On one of his two tours he was awarded the Bronze Star
with the Gallantry Cross. In a battle with North Vietnamese forces Chuck helped several
wounded American soldiers get into medevac helicopters, constantly exposing himself to
enemy fire and engaging in hand to hand combat. He was also awarded the Purple Heart
during that battle. After serving nine years in the U.S. Army he then transferred to the U.S.
Navy Reserve and retired a Chief in 1994. In between his service commitments Chuck
earned an Associates of Art degree at Olympic College. Chuck worked fifteen years as a
Hazardous Materials Manager at the Trident Refit Facilit y, Bangor. In 1984 he was hired
by Saudi Arabian Airlines to be their Supervisor of Materials. While living in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia, Chuck and Susan were given the opportunity to travel the world together visiting
many destinations in Asia, Africa and Europe. One of their favorite memories was
spending the millennium in Paris with their children. Chuck loved his family, the Navy, his
books, his music and his travels. He had a quick wit and a big heart. He is survived by his
wife Susan, his son Charles, (Kate), his daughter Jeannie Vena, (Chris), and his two
granddaughters Isabella and Maeve Brashears.Family and friends are respect fully invited
to attend the memorial service on Friday, June 27, 2014 at 1:30 PM at St. Paul's Church in
Port Gamble Washington.Please sign the online guest book for the family.

Comments

“

The wife and I met Chuck thru Susan actually, while we were in the Kingdom. Always
a joy to be around and it was easy to see that he and Susan were nuts about each
other. We will see you again my brother, as we too must cross the bar. God bless the
family and I pray they find peace in knowing Chuck is home and at peace.

Charles E. - November 21, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolences to the family for your loss.

Dennis Hutchinson - June 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My dear friend Chuck,How I will miss your charming wit,engaging stories,earthiness,
strength of character,values and commitment to family and friends.I am blessed to
have had you in my life and will cherish your spirit forever.My dear friend
Sue,Whatever your needs or wants, I&#8217;LL BE THERE!!! Don&#8217;t forget I
have a tool box.All My Love, Fran

Fran Roby - June 21, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

What an AMAZING Guy!!! He found the perfect life partner! As he told me before he
ever ask her out - "The cutest girl i've ever seen", "A real classy broad".He was so
proud of his babies - children - family.He treated them the opposite of the way he had
been treated.I am so glad that I told him that I love him, he was so important to
me.He made me laugh everyday in High School and made my life more fun and
richer in so many ways.When I would tell him that I was going to pray for him when
he was going to have a procedure,even though you don't believe in it. He would reply
there are no athiests in Fox Holes.We will miss him until we meet Again!

Gay (Kidrick) and Jim Trull - June 21, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

A lifetime of love and laughter! Raise a family, travel the world, stay in a committed
loving relationship for nearly fifty years....not many people can share memories like
these. Those who have known and loved you have been truly blessed.

Susan Rodgers - June 21, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Susan (SueB),I'm so sorry to hear of Chuck's passing. I know you two had a
wonderful life and I'm sure the memories will ease the pain as much as possible.Dick
Culp

Richard Culp - June 21, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I have so many fond memories of Chuck when we were young teenagers. Susan,
you were so lucky to have found the love of your life so early in your life. You both
had a an exciting wonderful life together. Lots of love and memories. What a
wonderful man and I know your heart breaks but know he is there looking over you
as he always has done. Love Lee and Mike

Lee Ann Haugen - June 21, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Chuck was such a great guy, he really did always have a wonderful smile and bright
eyes. Susan, I am so very sorry for the loss of your best friend and the love of your
life. You really were the cutest couple by far.I am sorry I will be out of town for the
memorial service, I will keep you close in my heart.When things settle down I will
give you a call.My heart goes out to your whole family.Judy

Judy Corcoran - June 21, 2014 at 12:00 AM

