Cynthia (Sue) Leavenworth
March 12, 2012

passed away on Monday, March 12, 2012 at Madison Avenue Retirement on Bainbridge
Island, Washington. She was born on November 9, 1926 and was 85 years of age.Sue led
a glamorous youth before her recent days with a cane and walker! (Her own words.)
Graduating from Finch Jr. College in NYC, she worked for Mademoiselle Magazine, then
went home to Canton, Ohio, where she wrote articles for the local newspaper. She
married her first love, Don, who left Yale to become one of the youngest B-17 pilots before
he returned to graduate and become a headmaster for 31 years. They were married 51
years mostly living in Southern California and summering at their place in Ontario on the
Muskoka Lakes in Canada.A widow for 13 years, Sue has 3 daughters, Mil, a sociologist
and social policy analyst in New Hampshire, Laurie, a farmer and Labrador breeder in
Mass, and Julie, a school administrator, who lives in Indianola and works nearby on
Bainbridge Island at Madrona School. Sue raised Golden Retrievers and West Highland
terriers, and worked with her husband in the Development office of Chadwick School.
There are six grandchildren and four great grand children. Sue was an avid reader and will
best be remembered for her wit and warmth.A family memorial will be held this summer in
Santa Ynez, CA where Sue will be interred next to her husband Don.In lieu of flowers the
family would appreciate donations of any size in Sue’s name, to Madrona School, which
held a special place in her heart for the past several years. Address: Madrona School PO
Box 11371, Bainbridge Island, WA 098110

Comments

“

The staff at Eagle Harbor Book Company on Bainbridge Island very much misses
Sue, who called us almost daily with requests for good books. We were always
impressed with her voracious reading habits, her breadth of interests, and her
impatience when we couldn't get a book fast enough! We happily sent staff over to
her residence regularly with her most recent order, and though most of us never met
Sue in person, everyone one of us knew her voice and appreciated our
conversations about books.

Victoria Irwin - May 06, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Sue and Don were as second parents to me - beginning when I was in Grade 4 and
extending through various adventures to Don's retirement and beyond. I have never
worked for a better - by a long shot -head of school nor been mentored by a cooler
lady than those two. What a blessing to have known and to have worked with "Mom
and Dad." On behalf of all the Martin family, then and now, we extend our love and
sympathy to the Mil, Laurie, and Julie.

Jerry Martin - March 29, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I will always cherish the years at Chadwick School with Don and Sue. The students,
teachers and parents thought of them as a team. One would hope they are a team,
again.

Diane Heath Rosenberg - March 27, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Seeing your Mom's face and reading about her life reminded me of cocktail hour at
Philday and boat rides - also of the christmas card where she was driving and had
either her cat or dog next to her. I have that around here somewhere. What a great
life - may we all be that involved as we go forward! One has onlhy one Mother. Your
household must have rocked!Ann Lawrence Herbruck

Ann Lawrence Herbruck - March 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I will always have wonderful memories of you and Don. I was grateful to attend
Chadwick for 13 years and even after you retired, visit you both. You have always
been my biggest fans and best cheerleaders. My favorite memory is when you both
promised me that if I made it all 13 years being last as I was "Zwelling" then on

graduation day I would go first. Lo and behold, I forgot your promise but sure enough
on graduation day, I was called first. I loved learning Latin with Don and dropping by
his office to talk about my day. I will miss you both and I pray that in the next world
you will see my mother and father and reminisce about old times. With love and
prayers to your entire family. Sherre Zwelling Hirsch Chadwick 1987
Sherre Hirsch - March 22, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I just wanted to say how sorry I am to hear of your mom's death. As you know, Julie,
I am writing a tribute article for the Compass magazine. Though I never worked
directly with your dad and mom, I found them to be marvelous resources when I was
Chadwick's Director of Communication. I always enjoyed their visits to campus.
Again, my sincere sympathies.

Fran Pullara - March 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

As Don's secretary for several years before his retirement I knew Sue very well.
What a remarkable woman - so supportive of Don in his position as Headmaster but
also very much her own woman. She will always be in my heart.

Donna Schwindt - March 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Mrs. Leavenworth was a special part of the Chadwick community for so many years
and someone that all of the students loved and cherished. Rest in peace, Mrs.
Leavenworth.

Paul Westhead, Chadwick School Class of 1985 - March 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I remember Sue as a positive adult influence during my childhood. She was warm,
thoughtful and an ardent supporter of me and my sister growing up. I'm sorry for the
family that she passed. With Love.

Jeffrey Zwelling - March 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

