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January 14, 2012

passed away peacefully on Saturday, January 14 at Wyatt House on Bainbridge Island,
where he had been a resident for the past two years.Dan was born in Sacramento,
California in 1929, the fourth and last child of Cornelio and Consuelo (Melendez) Garcia.
Dan and his siblings Manny, Jess and Mary grew up in Chicago, Illinois, where Dan
attended St. Ignatius High School, and received a rigorous education that included Greek
and Latin. Dan adored his older brothers, who both saw action during World War II, Manny
as an Air Force pilot and instructor, and Jess as an Army paratrooper.Dan attended
college and then Loyola University Dental School, where he met and fell in love with
Judith Mejias of San Juan, Puerto Rico, the only female student in the class of 400
students. Judith and Dan married in Chicago, and after his Army service during the
Korean War, they settled in San Juan, where they opened a dental practice. Dan called his
time in Puerto Rico “an eternal vacation” and in 1956 and 1957, welcomed daughters
Marla and Denise.In 1964, the family moved to Boston, Massachusetts, so that Dan and
Judith could attend Tufts University Dental School for post-graduate degrees. Dan also
attended the Harvard School of Public Health, where he earned an additional degree. He
became part of the faculty of Harvard Dental School and a research scientist, focusing on
the development of permanent, artificial tooth material. In 1975, Dan and Judith divorced.
Judith preceeded Dan in death in 1999.Upon retirement, Dan moved to Spain, where he
spent 14 of the happiest years of his life. In Sitges, he met Isabel Erni, of St. Gallen
Switzerland. Fluent in 6 languages, Isabel shared a love of classical music and Spanish
culture with Dan. They moved to Sant Cugat, near Barcelona and spent many years
enjoying trips to all parts of Spain, as well as Switzerland, Germany, Portugal, Italy and
England. Dan was able to realize a lifelong dream, when he and Isabel attended a concert
at the Berlin Philharmonic hall, “an ultra modern architectural gem, with perfect acoustics”
in Dan’s words.In 2007, Isabel passed away, and Dan returned to the United States,
eventually settling on Bainbridge Island, with daughter Denise, son-in-law Eric Schmidt
and granddaughter Lina Schmidt.Dan loved his years on Bainbridge Island. An avid
reader and student of history- particularly WWII and the Vietnam War- Dan spent many
hours at the library. He enjoyed numerous concerts at Benaroya Hall and loved to poke
around the shops of Winslow. In 2009, Dan, along with family and friends, took a last trip

to Barcelona, revisiting his favorite tapas bars, shops, museums and archeological sites.
Throughout the two weeks, he regaled us with stories, with his inimitable dry wit. It was a
whirlwind trip and one that we who were fortunate to accompany him, will never
forget.Dan leaves behind his daughters, Marla and Denise, son-in-laws Steve Ehler and
Eric Schmidt, and beloved granddaughters, Emily Ehler and Lina Schmidt. Dan was very
proud of his extended family, including numerous nieces and nephews.Our heartfelt
appreciation goes to the staff at Wyatt House for their tender and compassionate care
over the past two years.Family and friends are invited to attend a reception on Friday,
January 20, 2012 at 12:30 PM at The Wyatt House.In lieu of flowers, please make any
donations in Dan’s name to the Bainbridge Island branch of the Kitsap Regional Library.
Sign the online Guest Book for the family.

Comments

“

Dear Marla and Denise,Please accept my sincerest condolences on the passing of
your Dad, and of your Mom (according to your Dad&#8217;s obituary, she passed in
1999). I was introduced to your parents in the 1960&#8217;s by my Uncle Clive
when I came to Boston to attend BU. We kept in touch through the 60&#8217;s, and
we spoke by phone only a few times after that, the last time being in the 80&#8217;s
when I spoke to your Dad. I remember your parents as being warm, welcoming and
entertaining, and they gave me quite a bit of parental advice during my early years at
University, for which I am forever grateful. It appears that your Dad really enjoyed his
life after retirement and I hope that we can all be as happy in our later years as he
was. My cousins Diane and Joli (you may remember them from PR) and my Uncle
Neil (Clive&#8217;s brother) join me in sending our sympathies to you and your
families.Best Regards,Latif Kazim

Latif Kazim - April 30, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

What a life of adventure and accomplishment! I send much sympathy to the family,
with admiration for Denise Garcia's committed devotion to her father. Victoria Josslin

Victoria Josslin - January 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Denise, Marla and family,I wanted to express my heartfelt sympathy to you and
your families. I remember fondly your visits to us as children, and later in life with
your Dad when my father was dying and your visits to Chicago to see my Mom and
us. My mother, Alice Garcia, also remembers her brother-in-law and wishes to
convey her sorrow at his passing. My fondest memory of your Dad is when John and
I came to Boston for a training class John was taking and kindly opened his home to
us during our visit. He was a wonderful host and showed us all around the historic
sites and treated us to a fabulous dinner. I also remember how much fun we had
visiting Denise and Marla's homes as well and how welcome you made us feel.
Please know you are always welcome to visit us in Chicago any time you have a
desire to visit. We would love to see you!With love always,Mary Alice andAunt Alice

Mary Alice Garcia Johnson - January 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Uncle Dan will be greatly missed. He was always great to talk to. You could talk to
him about anything and he always listened to what you had to say. Uncle Dan did
have a great sense of humor. He had a way of making you laugh with very subtle and
dry comments. I can verify his interest in the Viet Nam War. Each time I saw him
whether I went to Boston or he came to Chicago to visit, he would ask me questions

about my tour there. Then sometimes we would talk about World War II and
Korea.Uncle Dan was also a great host when we went to visit him in Boston. He
provided great accomodations and was an excellent tour guide when we did the
Freedom Walk in Boston and Plymouth Rock.Uncle Dan came to Chicago from
Spain to visit his sister, Mary, when she was ill with cancer. He loved her very much
as he also loved his brothers, Manny and Jessie.They are all together now with their
parents and I'm sure toasting with shots of tequila.We will miss him.Bob Garcia
Robert Garcia - January 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

