Donald Keith Brown
November 10, 2016

passed away on Thursday, November 10, 2016 at his home on Bainbridge Island,
Washignton. He was born on September 2, 1925 and was 91 years of age.Don loved life,
his family, friends and living on Bainbridge Island. He peacefully passed away in his sleep.
His entire teaching career was with the Bainbridge Island School District. He loved
teaching and challenging his students. Don is survived by his daughters Chris (Neal),
Karen (Dave) and his long time friend and companion Arla Foster. He has four
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.Thank you to all his friends and former
students for your kind words and condolences. Per Don's request, no formal service will
be held.Please sign the online Guest Book for the family.

Comments

“

Mr. Brown. They're calling roll in Heaven and by goodness, you'd better be on time they've learnt to deal with stragglers from the way you dealt with me in school. And I
owe you a HUGE debt for being sincere, being benevolently demanding - you saw in
me what I had yet to see in myself.You, sir, a legend, a scholar, a bit of a hardass at
times -- thank you thank you thank you. Your family should smile as they read this,
there is love contained!Cyn Copeland (aka Cyndy Miller, BHS Class 1980)

Cynthia - January 24, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Don Brown challenged me as a student and a thinker. To this day I am grateful for
him steering me to write a paper about Islam when I was a freshman in high
school.Mr. Brown had a lasting and very positive impact on a lot of us.

Duncan West - December 29, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

The guy who first taught me to run & appreciate Buddha. Well done, sir.

Bruce Skogen - December 02, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

I remember Mr. Brown as Karen's father. I don't remember a lot about high school - I
do remember being at Karen's house and feeling the paradox of thinking I should feel
intimidated that my teacher lived there and simultaneously feeling his humanity fully
present, kind, and attentive while quietly remaining in the background. There was a
sense of safety in his presence. My heart goes out to the family - thank you for
sharing him with so many for all these years.

Liz Alden Brenneman - November 30, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

I had the pleasure of being Mr Brown's doctor these past few years. I enjoyed our
visits, which usually included trading a book back and forth and some talk about
history. I miss him already, and I know that he is missed by many others.

David Cowan MD - November 25, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

He always said the only thing sure in life was death and taxes one of my all time
favorite teachers. Bless his family

Susan Brown - November 24, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

I'm sorry for your loss, but glad that Mr. Brown had a long life with his family and
friends. When people talk about great teachers, I always think of Mr. Brown. It
couldn't have been easy, with us for students, but he was the best. And I loved his
style, especially the hairstyle. My dad did his the same way, so I know that wasn't
easy either. We were really lucky to have been his students.

Neal Komedal - November 24, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

On behalf of the Bainbridge High School Class of 1966, we wish to send our
condolences to Mr. Brown's family and friends on his passing. We were very
fortunate to have had him as a teacher and mentor during our formative years. We
are glad that he attended our last two class picnics and got the opportunity to visit
with many former students.Peace will come in time.Our sympathies to you all,Randi
Vollers Wilson on behalf of Brew 66

Randi Vollers Wilson - November 22, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

RIP, Mr . Brown, a great teacher and a great guy

John Lex - November 22, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Rest In Peace &#55357;&#56911;&#55356;&#57340;

Robert Hansen - November 22, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Fond memories. Helped me through Geometry and almost choked when I was
scheduled for Algebra 2. I assured him I could DO Algebra. He was quite relieved!

Shelley (Nathan) Harshbarger - November 22, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

We are sorry for your loss. We got to know Don many years ago when he would
come to Agate Pass to see Arla, we were neighbors. We liked him very much.
Please also pass along our condolences to Arla.

Von and Kris Morley - November 22, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

I don't remember a lot about 7th grade but I will never forget this: Mr. Brown was my
home room teacher. I had a tendency to look at the clock above the classroom door evidently a little too often. Of course I thought I was being very discreet about it. One
day Mr. Brown walked over to my desk while teaching the class, did not stop his train
of thought and just took off his watch and laid it in front of me. Embarrassed for sure lesson learned. To this day I laugh when I think of it. What a marvelous way to make
a point.Always fond memories of Mr. Brown.

Susan Tarabochia Teismann - November 22, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Mr. Brown was a wonderful teacher who made me think with more reason and
helped me develop a greater understanding and respect for people and life. I had
him in 7th grade and again in high school for history. Both times, he helped many of
us ponder and think through a subject from many points of view.He demonstrated a
strength of character coupled with an inquisitive mind that made me want to come
back for more. Thank you Mr. Brown for your life and the legacy you leave us.Karen
and Chris, I am sorry for your loss.

John Shepard - November 19, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

A truly remarkable teacher who challenged our young minds to question, dig deeper,
embrace skepticism, and defend/debate our beliefs. I remember the first day of class,
I argued with him on some of the outrageous statements he made. Then I figured out
what he was doing, and just sat back and enjoyed the show. One of the most
valuable lessons was teaching us about advertising and the media, and the tools
they used to influence the public to buy their products. I have used that information
throughout my life, and shared it with my friends and family. Mr. Brown enriched and
informed generations, and therefore left a great heritage. Forever grateful.

Denise Auld - November 17, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

A BHS stalwart. Chris so sorry for your loss

Jim Dow - November 16, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

I was also a student of Don's. He made our classes interesting, I actually enjoyed
attending. His magnificent sense of humor made conversing with him fun. It was my
honor to know him.

Jan Coleman (ODaniels) - November 15, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with Mr. Brown's family and friends. He was a great
teacher and inspired me greatly. I loved being in his class. His passing leaves
Bainbridge Island with a sadness. He will be missed.

Linda Hebert - November 15, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Probably the most influential teacher I had in high school - he showed us how to get
outside our comfort zone and challenge ourselves by exposing us to different
viewpoints and vastly different lives. I will always be grateful to him. I thought about
him when I was handed my journalism degree. My best to his family. Always in my
heart.

Becky Fox Marshall - November 14, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

To Christine and the whole family - your dad was one of the best teachers we ever
had. I remember his sense of humor and his ability to hold our interest about history
and any other subject he might be talking about. And later, in fact just last month,
Tom saw him in the grocery store and had a fun chat with him. I saw him going for his
customary morning walk, with his pants tucked into his socks(I assume to keep the
heat in?) just last week. What a remarkably long life he lived - you were very
fortunate that he lived an active life up to the very end. Our best to you all.Penny &
Tom Lamping

Penny Lamping - November 14, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Friends & Family of Mr Brown.I was a student of his in the mid 70's. I loved his
sense of humor in the classroom. However I also viewed him as a principled man
and dedicated teacher. I am a better person because our pathscrossed so many
years ago.

Margaret Mazzotta - November 13, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

I met Don more than 50 years ago when he was driving a bread truck. He became
one of my mentors as I entered the fire service on Bainbridge Island. Through his
advice and mentorship, I was able to begin my career as a professional firefighter
that lasted more than 40 years. I owe a heartfelt debt of gratitude to Don and his
peers for their guidance and counsel. Please accept our most sincere condolences
for your family's loss. May Don rest in peace.

Pinky and Louise McNulty - November 11, 2016 at 12:00 AM

