Donald Gene Gibson
March 4, 2008

passed away peacefully, on Tuesday, March 4, 2008, at the Messenger House on
Bainbridge Island, Washington.Don was born on October 24, 1931, in Kellerton, Iowa, to
Leo and Bernice Gibson. Don was raised on a farm, where he helped the family from an
early age. He attributes his hard work ethic to the rigors of farm life. He was the oldest of
two, survived by his younger sister, Nellie. Don was valedictorian of his high school class
and received his degree in pharmacy from the University of Iowa. It was at the University
of Iowa that a nursing student by the name of Joyce Diane Kiefer caught Don’s eye.Upon
graduation, Don had the good fortune to be stationed on Bainbridge Island, Washington,
as a US Army Medic. He was so enamored with the Island that he quickly realized that he
wanted this to be his home, and he wanted Joyce to be his wife. She came to Bainbridge
Island, and they were married on the island on February 16, 1957.After his stint in the
Army, Don worked as a pharmacist in Winslow. In September of 1959, Don and Joyce
welcomed into the world their first child, Kevin Jon Gibson. Four years later, their
daughter, Tamara was born. Within three more years, they had two more sons, David and
Brian. Although they had four children of their own, they played host to several exchange
students. Don and Joyce loved this and the students (Jenny, Margaret, and Wendy) so
much that the students became extended family. If you asked, they would tell you that
Margaret, their exchange student from South Africa, is their daughter too.Don was a
beloved pharmacist on Bainbridge. He viewed his customers as friends and knew them all
by name. It was quite common for Don to make house calls after hours to deliver
medicine. When not working, Don loved to garden and work in the yard. Don left the farm,
but the farm never quite left him. Much of what the family ate, Don had grown. Over the
years, he grew carrots, pumpkins, pickles, squash, zucchini, peas, raspberries,
strawberries, rhubarb, corn, radishes, lettuce, potatoes, and more. He also had plum,
pear, cherry, and apple trees, not to mention chickens. Don was “organic” before organic
was cool.Don loved the outdoors and loved to take his family camping for vacations.
Family time either involved being outdoors camping, gardening, or chopping wood, or it
involved sitting around a table playing cards. Not only did he fashion himself the great
outdoorsman, he also loved to boast that he was quite the card shark.Last summer, Don
and Joyce were able to celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary with family and friends. It

was quite the celebration and reunion with family coming from throughout the country and
Canada. Although in recent years, Don’s mobility became limited, he still enjoyed
socializing and playing cards. He loved to go to the Senior Center to call Bingo.Don made
an impact on so many. He will surely be missed. He is survived by his wife, Joyce, and by
three of his children, Tamara (Gellert) of Seattle (with husband Nick and children Morgan
and Frances), David of Macon, Georgia (with wife Bonnie and children Jane, Will, and
Kevin), and Brian of Seattle (with wife Stephanie and daughter Nora), and his sister, Nellie
Norris of Kellerton, Iowa. He is also survived by his “adopted” exchange student daughter,
Margaret Steyn of Vancouver, BC (with husband Douw and daughter Johanna).A
Memorial Service will be held on Friday, March 7, 2008 at 3:00 PM at The Bainbridge
Island Senior Center/The Commons. A reception will follow.The family request memorial
contributions be made to The Helpline House, 282 Knechtel Way NE, Bainbridge Island,
WA 98110 or The Bainbridge Island Senior Center, 370 Brein Drive SE, Bainbridge Island,
WA 98110.Arrangements entrusted to Cook Family Funeral Home.

Comments

“

Don -- Thinking of you today. Your family is doing well, but we miss you. Love, Nick

Nick Gellert - September 19, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Don was always a treasure in our lives. While he was our pharmacist, no matter how
difficult the situation with needing so many meds for our daughters, he would fill our
presciptions with humor and care. He put us at ease and often got us to laugh, even
during the rough times. His humor continued to bring us joy during his retired years
anytime we saw him and he always had a good joke or ribbing to give us a smile and
chuckle. There are too few like him. He will be greatly missed.Joyce, may his
memory be a blessing to you and your family.

Janet and Jerry Hanrahan - June 06, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Joyce...we were saddened to learn of your loss. Don was a very special and
gentle man. He was kind to all he met. We are thinking of you.

Molly Mowat - April 07, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Joyce,I was so sorry to hear about your husband Don's passing. I am sending
you positive thoughts and hope you are well. I so enjoyed working with you for long
in the schools--sorry I have not seen you lately. Take care.

Mary Jensen - March 22, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

I have known Don for many years,sorry to hear about your loss.Pete

Pete Thunem - March 13, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Gibson Family,We are so sorry for the loss of an amazing man. Our prayers are with
you. God Bless.

Jay and Gena Wiggins - March 11, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Joyce,We were so very sorry to hear of your loss. Don was such a special
person, and you were both so welcoming to our children, Matt and Kathy, when we
first moved to Bainbridge and rented the house on Sunrise Drive.Charlie and Ruth
Andersion

Ruth Anderson - March 10, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

My husband and I never had the pleasure of meeting Don, but we know how
wonderful he must have been to have raised such a wonderful son and friend as
David. Our hearts go out to your family.

Jamie and Neal Howard - March 09, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Joyce and family - Our sympathy for your loss. We are two of the many who enjoyed
Don's pleasant good humor during the many times he helped us out at the old drug
store. There aren't too many others who remember back when people knew your
names every time you came into the store. Not like now when they will hardly
acknowledge that they have ever seen you before. Don and Gena are probably
having a great time reminiscing about 'the good old days'. They were true ikons of a
better time.

Bob and Pat Johnson - March 09, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

I remember Don when he was in the 104th Division of the Army Reserve. He always
had a good attitude and was full of fun. I saw him a few times later on and he still had
a big smile for everyone. Blessing to you all.

Norm Bates, ISG, USAR, Ret. - March 08, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

So saddened to hear about Don. A wonderful person and a pharmacist who was
always helpful and went the extra mile. May you rest in peace, Don. Prayers go out
to the family.

Kelly Hall - March 08, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

he will always have a special place in our hearts

nora sergent and ron tiffany - March 08, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Joyce and family, I am so saddened by your loss. My husband, Brad, and I, are
so greatful that we were able to meet you and Don on your visit to Macon several
years ago. No one knows the right words to say at this time, but he has been so
blessed by his great family, children and grandchildren. My heart goes out to the
people that will never get to know him as you did.

jane stone - March 07, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Don - Janet Schneider and family speaking here - although weknow you are with the
angels in heaven, we need to tell youhow very much you are loved and will be
missed. When wemoved to Bainbridge Island in 1961, bought a home on
SunriseDrive and raised three children (Marty, Melinda and Matthew)little did we
know you would be our "life saver" many times.Your attention to my needs to be
assured my family stayedwell can never be repaid - you worked miracles!!! We can
only tell you how often we think of you, Joyce and your children and the smiles you
have given us. I no longer livein our loving home on Bainbridge, now living on the
other side of the pond, but my home will always be "Bainbridge Island" and the
wonderful memories of my loving neighbors! Hugs and Love Always!!

Janet Schneider-Chance - March 07, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

My deepest condolences to Don's family. My mom used to work with Don at the
Village Pharmacy and he was a very friendly and funny man, always there to cheer
you up and to make your day after visiting the doctor when you were feeling bad.
Joyce was my school nurse and I was a classmate of Tamara's. Don will be greatly
missed as he was a really great guy! My prayers are with you all.

Bill Sprinkle - March 07, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

One of the reasons I went to Down Town Winslow before he retired and proof that
people who live on the Island do SMILE no matter what. He has begun another life
but will truely be missed in this one

Lisa Stearns - March 06, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

My friends,I am so saddened to have read of Don's passing. His warmth and
affection will always remain with me. It's impossible to forget the perpetual twinkle in
his eye and his genuine caring ways. Don always seemed to have his priorities right;
family and friends are what he obviously thrived on most.My only regret is not seeing
more of him in the last few years. He will be missed.Our deepest condolences and
sympathies, especially to Joyce. Godspeed Don.

Keith Brofsky & Family - March 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Joyce, Tamara and Brian,Deepest sympathy to you on your loss. Don had
many friends from his professional work here on Bainbridge, and he helped raise
great children.May your family love strengthen you and bring you comfort at this time.

Dr. Fred and Willie Grimm - March 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Our friendly pharmacist for years, our friend and one of the sweetest men I knew. We
all sadly share your loss and thank you for the time you gave up to share this
wonderful man with all of us. Our deepest sympathy.

Susan Brown and the Don Brown family - March 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Joyce, Tamara, and Brian ~ We have such wonderful memories of Don and of
all our family get-togethers. I was saddened by the news - but he's up there huggin'
Kevin as we speak. Our thoughts and prayers are with you. Lots of Love - Ray,
Colleen, and Jasmine Meyers

Colleen Meyers - March 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Don had the biggest heart of anyone I've ever known! I will miss him greatly. To the
remaining Gibsons, you are in my heart and thoughts - I'm always here if you need
anything...

Michael F. Adams - March 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

