Dorothy M. Provine Day
April 25, 2010

beloved wife, mother, sister and aunt, passed away on Sunday, April 25, 2010 at the
Hospice of Kitsap County Care Center in Bremerton, Washington after a long struggle with
COPD/Emphysema. She was born on January 20, 1935 and was 75 years of age. She
was a resident of Bainbridge Island WA. Dorothy was born in Deadwood, South Dakota to
William Provine and Irene Curran Provine. At the age of nine, the family moved to San
Francisco where sister Susan was born, and later settled in Seattle. Known as "Dottie",
she graduated from Lincoln High School and The University of Washington, having been a
cheerleader at both. While at the U of W she performed in many productions at the
Showboat and Penthouse theaters, as well as receiving a number of local awards and
honors. Upon graduation she moved to Los Angeles to pursue an acting career. She
quickly landed roles in numerous television shows and in films before signing with Warner
Brothers. She then starred in the television series "The Alaskans", followed by "The
Roaring Twenties" and roles in many films, including "It's A Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World",
"That Darn Cat", "The Great Race", "Good Neighbor Sam" and "Who's Minding The
Mint?". Dorothy was a marvelous dancer and singer, with a sweet, but powerful voice. She
recorded a number of albums and appeared on virtually every television variety show of
the day including "The Tonight Show", "Dean Martin Show" and "Perry Como Show". She
entertained the troops overseas with Bope Hope and the U.S.O. shows and also toured in
the U.S. in a nightclub act with George Burns. She was thrilled and honored to perform for
President John F. Kennedy at his Inauguration Ball. While filming in Rio de Janiero,
Dorothy met future husband, British film director Robert Day. "It was love at first sight", she
would later say. After marrying, they lived in Los Angeles, where son Robert Jr. was born
and she retired from acting. They later built and moved to their present home on
Bainbridge Island, Washington. She was extremely proud of her son Rob, now a musician.
Although her life after retirement was very private and mainly devoted to her adored
family, she had many other accomplishments. She was a talented artist and decorator and
created many beautiful needle point works. She also loved gardening and was a lifelong,
voracious reader with an extensive library. Above all, next to her family, Dorothy loved
animals, particularly dogs, with compassion for all creatures. A champion of animal rights,
she contributed to many related charities and causes.She was preceded in death by her

parents, William and Irene Provine and sister Margaret Harer. She is survived by husband
Robert, son Rob and fianc&#233; Theresa Olejnizak, all of Bainbridge Island, WA, also
her sister Susan Cameron of Poulsbo, WA, and Patricia Coldiron (Pete) of Paradise, CA.
She also leaves behind her nephews; Curran Evans (Maureen) of Lynnwood, WA, Patrick
Cameron of Poulsbo, WA, Timothy Lonctot (Roxie) of Merced, CA, nieces Meghan EvansSmotherman (Shawn) of Edmonds, WA, Erin Cameron of Poulsbo, WA, Denise Conley
(Cal) of Oroville, CA. Surviving great nieces and nephews include Katy Ewing of San
Jose, CA, Kristiane and Brittany Lonctot of Northern, CA, Devin Cameron of Poulsbo, WA
and new baby Quintin Smotherman of Edmonds, WA. Other survivors include her aunt,
Dorothy Harbison (Lloyd), cousins and many other loving family and friends. Services will
be private. Memorial contributions can be made to an Animal Charity of choice.
Arrangements entrusted to Cook Family Funeral Home, Bainbridge Island, WA.

Comments

“

A great artist - loved all her performances.

John Trueman - October 22, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

I fell in love with Dorothy prior to elementary school. She was staring in the Roaring
Twenties on TV and I was sure I was going to marry her some day.In junior high I
met her mother, Irene. We became good friends and kept in contact for most of
Irene's remaining years.I remember dropping by Irene's unannounced and who
should answer the door but Dorothy, hiding behind huge sunglasses, a big floppyrimmed hat, and a scarf. Like that would disguise her voice? It was a hard time for
the family having recently lost Bill, (William, Dorothy's dad).Dorothy, you were a doll
and I will always remember your family. Robert, I guess you got to marry her before I
had a chance but I understood, through Irene, how much happy you made her life.
Sweet dreams Dorothy.

James Sprinkle Bachmann - January 14, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

rip beautifull lady loved your films one of my fav acctresses

coleen holroyd - January 30, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I was a fan of hers. I am sorry to hear that she died but it sounds like she had a good
life. She was a lovely talented woman. I was fortunate to have seen her perform in
person on The Perry Como Show. May she rest in peace. My sympathy to her family
and friends.

Walter Rieth - June 09, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolences to the Day family. She was one of the musical and movie lights of
my life since junior high. I was deeply saddened by her untimely death but but glad
that she she had a such a wonderful, full life. Her Roaring 20's albums are among my
prized possessions from childhood and I still play them! In fact I have a set also at
my Palm Springs place. My sympathy goes out to you. Heaven is surely blessed with
the addition of her electric presence but my mother may chastise her for those
records that I played full blast over and over and drove her nearly crazy.Sincerely,
Sterling Morris.

Sterling Morris - May 09, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I had various associations with Dottie from 5th Grade at Haller Lake Grade School
through our senior year at Lincoln High School. We played clarinet together in
various bands and orchestras. I delivered groceries from my dad's Haller Lake
Grocery to her family home, etc. Dottie was always friendly and gracious... and
talented. I was pleased to re-establish contact with her several years ago by mail
shortly after her mother passed away. In one of her letters she wrote, "You were very
gallant about my clarinet playing! I was awful!! I really think I played with a perpetual
squeak!" Well, I don't remember that but if it was true, it was one of the very few
areas where she wasn't talented. While I haven't seen Dottie in well over 50 years, I
am sorry that she is not still with us enjoying her family, her animals, her garden and
her books.

Darrell Bangerter - May 08, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I was saddened to read of Dorothy's passing. My husband (now deceased) and I
were great fans. Dave knew her mom, Irene Provine, well as they became close
friends many years ago when Irene worked at Cordell Jr. High. They were of like
minds and, through Irene, knew Dorothy was like-minded as well. I have kept a
bundle of letters, poetry, and articles from Irene and many of the letters spoke of
Dorothy and family with great love and added happiness with the arrival of Robert, Jr.
My condolences to Robert, Rob and family and any extended family. Dorothy once
told her mom that a butterfly appeared in the backyard and fluttered around after her
dad -, Bill, died. I will think of Dorothy when I see a butterfly.

Shirley Wright - May 08, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Susan, I am sorry at the loss of your sister. Having grown up in the Haller Lake /
Jackson Golf course area with plenty of Lincoln High school students in the area. I
remember seeing your sister from time to time with her friends and often she would
say hello as I would hang around with the younger brothers. Again, very sorry for the
loss of your talented sister.Brian Boad Ingraham '62

Brian Boad - May 07, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I never knew Dorothy personally, but remember her in 3 movies, namely "It's a Mad,
Mad, Mad World, The Great Race, and That Darn Cat." I was born in 1955 so only
have vague recollection of previews of "Roaring 20." My thoughts and condolences
to her family and friends.

Patricia McIntosh - May 03, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Our hearts and thoughts go out to the family. We only knew each other a very short
time but she had a place in my heart. She was always the kindest person when she
came to the office. I loved sharing pictures of the grandson with her.

Susan and Stephanie Pickett (Dr. Office) - May 03, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Thanks for all the great musical memories. RIPCondolences to family.

Joyce Gacsaly - May 03, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

May you, the family, be comforted by happy memories.Jay Pollette, drama teacher,
was always very proud that Dorthy had been one of his students in Seattle and
always spoke highly of her. An excellent teacher he always had an autographed
photograph of Dorothy in his classroom.I so enjoyed her in "The Roaring 20's" and
"It's a MAD, MAD World".Sincere sympathy from a longtime fan of Dorothy
ProvineJames Kemp-Slaughter

James Kemp-Slaughter - May 02, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

In sympathy from Grant E. Knutson, Classmate at Lincoln High, 1953.

Grant E. Knutson - May 02, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

A fond farewell to a Lincoln High School classmate. I enjoyed knowing you in high
school, you were alway so fun to be around. Such a great smile.It was always fun to
see you in the different movies and TV shows. My deepest sympathy to your
family.Ya done good!Rest well Dottie and God Bless You.

Marcia (Marcy Hartson) Eller - May 02, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dottie made our world a brighter and better place. She was a fellow classmate at
Lincoln High School that always had time to make a new friend and share that
gorgeous smile with those around her. I will remember her as a Cheer Leader (Song
Leader then) and as the star she was on and off the screen. To have known her was

a real privilege. My sympathy goes out to her family and especially to Patty....our
classmate in the Lincoln H.S. Class of 1954.God Bless and hold you close in his
hand.
Judith Dobson Larson - May 02, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I was a huge fan, and had no idea she lived just a few miles away from me! Her
charm and humor and beauty were always a joy to watch. What a lucky family she
had, to have her in their midst.

Jane Conrad - May 02, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Ironically I was just talking about a show called the Roaring Twenties with one of my
co-workers and mentioned Dorothy. We are in our mid 50"s. Our fellow employees
are too young to know about those wonderful television series back then. Sorry to
hear about your loss. Fond memories of her acting......Pamela

Pamela - May 02, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I first became aware of Dorothy in "The Alaskans" and went on to follow her career.
She was the only actress I ever sent a fan letter to (at Warner Bros.). I bought at the
albums and saw every movie. Only when I was older did I learn that she had made
her movie debut playing (my cousin) Bonnie Parker. Miss Provine was one of the
reasons I began an entertainment industry career. I started in commercials as a child,
but now I am a graphic designer for films and television. I watched her because she
was always joyous, exuberant and vivacious. The world is a little dimmer without her.
My deepest condolences to her husband and son.

Richard Adkins - April 30, 2010 at 12:00 AM

