Eric A. Rasmussen, M.D.
August 9, 2015

passed away at home August 9, 2015 after a 7 year courageous battle with cancer.He
was born March 22, 1942 in Chicago, the elder son of Dr. Richard Rasmussen, a pioneer
thoracic surgeon and Dorothy Shively Rasmussen. At age 4 his family moved to East
Grand Rapids, MI where he grew up and graduated from high school. He was devoted to
his high school sweetheart Carole Wolcott , and he went home to be with Jesus the day
after their 51st anniversary.Eric graduated from Albion College in 1964 and The University
of Michigan Medical School in 1970, thereafter becoming a rabid Wolverine fan. After an
internship in Spokane he began a Navy career: medical and diving officer on the USS
Henry Clay SSBN 625 submarine, 4 years of residency in Ear, Nose and Throat at Oak
Knoll Naval Hospital in Oakland and finally 7 years as an ENT surgeon at Bremerton
Naval Hospital. He entered private practice in Kitsap County in 1984, favoring the
intricacies of ear surgery (appropriately, his initials are EAR) and interaction with his dear
patients and staff.Not closely adhering to his father’s oft-quoted admonition “use extreme
caution,” Eric was an avid outdoorsman with a zest for life. He appreciated the challenge
of mountain climbing (Rainier 5 out of 6, Olympus, Shuksan & others) highlighted by a
Brothers climb on Father’s Day 1990 with his two sons, brother Rich and his son and a
friend and his two sons. He called it, “The Fathers and Sons and Brothers Father’s Day
Brothers Climb.” He biked, ran and kayaked hundreds of miles for enjoyment and
competition. The Ironman in Hawaii marked his 40th birthday. He thoroughly documented
events through his journaling, exquisite pencil drawings and photography. He called
himself a “miniaturist, “ best demonstrated by his long-time passion for carving in great
detail an 1890’s coastal village, comprised of 20 individual buildings carved in various
woods from all over the world. He reveled in giving tours of this 14 foot long scene to
children of all ages, always including his imaginative stories of its inhabitants, the Wee
Forest Folk. He was passionate about puffins, especially his traveling mascot Fledge.Eric
was always intentional with his time. After retirement in 2001, in addition to carving, he
enjoyed traveling, golf, gardening, RVing (most dearly to Palm Springs every April) and
especially teaching Sunday school and VBS at Central Kitsap Presbyterian Church where
he was a long-time member. His elaborate props made Bible stories come alive. Eric
always enthralled children.Among his many fans, Eric will be remembered for his

sideways grin, his moustache, and for a deter-mination to make the most ordinary
happening into something extraordinary. He was full of life and love for those around him
and the Lord. He was a great example of what a man should be.He was preceded in
death by his parents, his sister Linda and his brother Rich. He is survived by his wife
Carole, dear sister Karen Schaefer (Fritz) of Watkinsville, GA, his daughter Kirsten McCall
(Rob) of Renton, son Leif (Nicole) of Roy, WA and son Rick (Tiffany) of Social Circle, GA
and precious grandchildren Kathryn, Nicholas, Emma and Katelyn and numerous beloved
nieces and nephews.A memorial service will be held at CKPC, Nels Nelson Rd, August 29
at 11 am. In lieu of flowers donations may be made to Franciscan Hospice, 2901
Bridgeport Way West, University Place, WA 98466 or Wounded Warrior Project (Silverdale
area) PO Box 758541, Topeka, KS 66675-8541. Please sign the online guest book for the
family.

Comments

“

I was so deeply moved by Eric's passing. Mostly because it seems such a short
while ago that I was talking to him at the hospital about an ENT problem. How fast
the past 15 years have gone and now suddenly he is too.I always appreciated his wit
and wisdom and willingness to discuss medical issues within our specialty. I even got
to golf with him a time or two. I will forever remember him as a very thoughtful and
brilliant person with a calm demeanor. From my first time arriving in Bremerton, he
struck me as a preson with a high degree of respect and honor.It was a gift to know
you Eric Rasmussen.

DAVID KESSLER - September 04, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

We are so sorry we could not make the service. Bad weather and some health
problems made it very problematic.We know that Family and Friends were there and
you were surrounded with love. We will continue to keep you in our
prayers.Sincerely,Linda & David McCallA donation to the Wounded Warrior Project
will be given in lieu of flowers

Linda McCall - August 31, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

My sincere condolences to the Rasmussen family. I am a friend of Carole. We have
worked together numerous times through the years at Green Mountain Elementary.
My heart goes out to her and please know she and her family are in my thoughts and
prayers.

Lourdes Deszell - August 31, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Carole,I am so sorry about your husband's illness and your loss of him on this
earth. I can imagine losing someone you love so much and with whom you have
shared so much of your life, and it seems so difficult. I'm glad you had the time
together you did, and wish it had been for many more years.I am so sorry I missed
his memorial service so I could honor him, you, and his family and friends. I read
about it in the NK Herald on Sunday, when it was already past. Mark and I would
have liked to be there with you.My thoughts are with you and your family at this
difficult time.

Sharon Heim - August 31, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Rasmussen Family,Loss is never an easy thing to go through or talk about.
Many are so private and those looking from the outside in, never really know how
best to support those going through it.Eric was such a great example of living life to
the fullest. And what an amazing example he shared of the relationship we observed,
the love between a father and daughter. It was a shining example and gave me much
to reflect upon in my college years.Be grateful for all the time you shared together
knowing you shared many, many happy times. Your family was one that many only
wished they could be part of and that stemmed from his leadership.Feel grateful
knowing he is not suffering any longer. And blessed that you will see him again. God
will comfort you in your loss.Know that you are in our prayers. We love you.Keith &
Lynn Morales

Keith & Lynn Morales - August 28, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

An inspiring role model friend, athlete and doctor. I will always reflect on Eric's focus,
persistence and balanced approach to the challenges of life and medical practice.
We are fortunate to have had the chance to be his friend.

Paul Aufderheide - August 28, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

So Sorry for the loss of this most gentle Man and Doctor. I was stationed with Eric at
the Naval Hospital Oakland back in the 70's. Then to my surprise and thankfulness
we met up again at Bremerton when he placed tubes in My Daughters ears in the
early 80's He was such a nice person. Sorry for the families loss.

Mary Phipps (Russo) - August 28, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Carole & family.Very sorry to read of Eric's passing. Carole I've known you for
many years you have shared with me some of his adventures. I know all of you will
miss him very much you also have some good memories to help you get through the
days ahead.God's Blessings to all of you.Jody Porter

Jody Porter - August 27, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

I'm so very, very sorry for your loss, Carole. The two of you fought a brave battle to
the end. My heart is with you and all of Eric's family.

Tracy Kohlbeck - August 27, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

What a wonderful man, colleague and Christian example. I am fortunate to have
known him and to care for his patients following his retirement.

Michael Jungkeit - August 24, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Eric was an amazing man and father who believed the best about his children and
those around him. A true privilege to know him. Carole and kids, my heartfelt love to
you all.

Bruce Buskirk - August 24, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

I had the honor of working for "Dr.R" for 15 years while he was in private practice. I
lovingly refer to my tenure with Dr.R as a 15 year attendance at the "University of
Rasmussen". He was the most amazing instructor of Otolaryngology, compassion,
determination and integrity. I will forever be indebted to him, not only for the
education he gave me, but for the love and support he and Carole gave my husband
and I as a young couple struggling to have a Christ-centered marriage such as theirs.
We will always cherish the memories of summer parties at the Puffin House,
Christmas parties and the magical village he carved with the precision of talented
surgeon, which he truly had been.Our prayers continue to be with the Rasmussen
family, as they have been for the past several years. May the Lord be with us all
through these sad times yet with the uplifting thought of knowing Dr.R is safe in the
arms of Jesus.

Kim Marshall - August 24, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

My deepest condolences to you Carole and your family. Eric was truly a gift to be
loved and memories of him to be carried within the hearts of all who knew him.

Becky Barringer - August 23, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Wes has many wonderful memories about Eric while he was growing up that I have
heard over the years. Please know we will take good care of him once he comes
home to rest with his ancestors on the farm. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of
you in Washington and Georgia.&#8220;Rest your head now, weary soldier. Cast
your weapons to the ground. Close your eyes and feel the peace.....Heed not our
earthly battle cries. There is no post for you to stand. So rest now as He carries you
within His loving hand. ..... Walk in the sunlight of the spirit free of war or pain and
fear. Your duty here is done now as ours will someday be, so go with Him now to

places only heroes ever see.&#8221; - Neva Brooks, ''Hero's Reward''Rest in Peace
Brother.Debbie and Wes Navy Veterans and Navy Mom and Dad
Debbie and Wes Rasmussen - August 20, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

What a great classmate. I knew Carole from elementary school on, but missed out
really knowing Eric. What a wonderful, active, productive life! All our sympathy to
Carole and the family. Judy and John Young

Judy and John Young - August 20, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

All of our memories of times shared with Eric and Carole are happy. Eric was our
best man 51 years ago, exactly one week before John stood as best man for Eric
and Carole's ceremony.Eric and Carole also served as godparents to our three
daughters. Eric's love of a wide variety of quirky things like Fledge, Fats Waller,
Johnny Cash, the Pere Marquette River, kayaking, frisby baseball, peanuts and
creative carving made him fun to be with and special like nobody else. Eric always
recorded what was going on in his beautiful, precise penmanship, and often added
lovely little colored pencil illustrations. He wrote wonderful personal letters that were
"keepers," often on the back of photos that illuminated the contents of the notes. He
was devoted to Carole, and usually requested a photo session of the two of them to
document a shared good time. Eric led an inspirational life on many levels, and we
will miss him so much. It is good to know his pain is over and he rests in peace. Our
lives are better for having known him.

Melanie and John Aves - August 20, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Remember Eric as sweet, serious boy. Thinking of you, Carol, and sending heartfelt
prayers your way. Lil

Lillian Taggart Andrews - August 18, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

With prayers and thoughts for you, Carole, from your P.E.O. sister Carol Burk.

Carol Burk - August 18, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Rest in peace, Eric. You are now pain free and enjoying your eternal life with Jesus.

George and Mary Laffin - August 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Eric was an amazing man and Teacher at CKPC I loved watching him with the kids
and hoping that my classes would be that dynamic. Many children will remember
Carol and Eric's classes including my son and daugher. Rest in peace and may God
hold your family close and comfort them.

Michele & Steve Shaw - August 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. What a great man with so many accomplishments.Thinking of
you.Fondly,Joy Dennen Scher

Joy Dennen scher - August 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

May the Lord be with Carole and family. Eric is at peace and will still be watching out
for you Carole.

Georgann Thomas - August 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

What an amazing obituary for an amazing man! I'll miss you, Eric.

Carol (Coombs) Walter - August 16, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

We have known Eric and Carole only a few years as we are relatively new in the
area. What a blessing it has been. We are especially appreciative of being included
in their 50th wedding anniversary last year. How fun to learn about their active and
full lives. Eric will certainly be missed by us. Our condolences to Carole and the
whole family.

Mike and Nancy Murphy - August 15, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Carole,Please know that my thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.

Madeline Zimmerman - August 14, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

What an honor and blessing to have Eric and the Rasmussens as close family
friends. I'll always cherish the friendship and adventures we had between the Kittells
and Rasmussens growing up.Eric lived life! He was an inspiration to us all.Fair Winds
and Following Seas, Dr. R.

Robert Kittell - August 14, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Rest in peace Eric,you fought the good fight. Your faith in your dear Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ was a testimony to all. Our thoughts and prayers to your family. Glenn
and Bonnie Larson

Glenn Larson - August 14, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

It can't be said as well as Ted, And read, thought I, why try? Now lies a soul off
legends roll, Whose goal to better lives. His ceaseless quest to be the best Invested
in us all, And tall he stood as few men could, And good did God so call. Remember
long when he was strong And song was in his veins, And pain was not and spirit lots,
He sought what few attain. Remember quite the intense fight -- The blight that
wracked his bones -- Unknown within if he could win, Then thin his chances owned.
'Tis sad the life he could've had, But glad what to us gave; And waving from the
Pearly Gates, He waits and places saves.

George Kittell - August 14, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Eric was definitely one of a kind! His smile was unforgettable. We feel blessed to
have counted him as a friend. Thankfully, Grant's interest in kayaking, introduced us
to Eric and Carole. We have so enjoyed getting together with the kayak group over
the years - even after the kayaks got hung up. Eric and Carole have always been so
warm and friendly. It has been difficult to watch his valiant struggle to win the battle
against such a tough opponent. He certainly gave it his all. Our thoughts and prayers
are with Carole and the rest of the family. Our hearts ache for you.Hugs, Grant and
Karen

Grant and Karen Plummer - August 14, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Carole and family,We are deeply sorry for your loss of dear Eric. He was a wonderful
person and an exceptional neighbor. He and Dan had a special relationship as they
were both so fond of our Hood Canal beach. We will miss seeing him taking his daily
walk on Olympic View, another of Eric's favorite pastimes. Eric is now out of the
stress and pain of cancer and enfolded in the gentle arms of Jesus. May God bless
you all with our Lord's comfort and peace. Dan and Joyce Barry

Joyce Barry - August 14, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Old Eric RasmussenOnce there was a Michigan Man who lived at Olympic View.And
he deserves to be remembered by me and by you.He forgot more about M Go Blue
than we will ever know.He cheered for Desmond, Woodson and Lloyd and of course
he cheered for Bo.Let's sip A Mai Tai to Eric Rasmussen, yes lift your glasses high.
As long as we are Rasmussens, don't let his memory die. That he was an inspiration,
through his mind never once did pass. But we'd be a lot worse off if it weren't for a
man like Ras.He built whole cities with nothing but a stick and a stone.He paddled up
the Pacific Coast all alone.His love for Carole was like that of folk lore.And after his
Iron Man, he said I want some more.Climb A mountain for EAR, yeah pick one really
high. As long as we are Rasmussens, don't let his memory die. That he was an
inspiration, through his mind never once did pass. But we'd be a lot worse off if it
weren't for a man like Ras.He wrote poems and wrote legends about his time with
us.He built a secret place to keep them just because.We'll read them with a smile
and perhaps a little tear.Because to us he was someone, we held so very dear.Let's
praise God for Dr. FOV, yes send your prayers up high. As long as we are
Rasmussens, don't let his witness die. That he was an inspiration, through his mind
never once did pass. But we'd be a lot worse off if it weren't for a man like Ras.Sung
To the Tune of Old Jim Bridger by Johnny Horton

Ted Schaefer - August 13, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

I will always remember Eric's wry smile, his humor, his stories, his excitement about
adventure, his great love for his family and his Lord, Jesus. Being married to his high
school sweatheart, Carole, made him very happily married indeed for 51 years! He
loved the RAR Lodge along with his younger brother Rich. They spent inumerable
hours there celebrating life, nature and the beautiful surroundings with Carole, Rich's
wife Elisa and all their children. Eric got more out of life than anyone I know, traveling
extensively and living sometimes in the extremes - Guam, Hawaii, Anchorage, and in
MI: Grand Rapids, Baldwin, and Gowan - at the family farm (where his ashes will be
laid to rest). He climbed, kayaked, and conquered the Iron Man(s) he took part in. I
don't think I ever saw him without a tan! - from his hours in the sun.His determination
and hard work made him an accomplished Naval veteran, Medical Doctor and
surgeon, craftsman, Dad, Grandfather, teacher, navigator and friend. We will miss
you Uncle Eric! With love and prayers for your family,

Deb Lowry MacLean - August 13, 2015 at 12:00 AM

