Florence Abbott
June 15, 2008

"Babs"(85) passed away peacefully in her home on Bainbridge Island, WA., June 15th,
2008. Born in Brooklyn, New York on September 7th 1922, the daughter of Harold and
Florence von Hasslacher lived a full life. Mrs. Abbott, the wife of Charles G. Abbott for 65
years, is survived by her husband, five children, Jay, Joe, Lainey, Hal and Charlie and four
grandchildren Chelsea, Beau, Brady and Jordy. Babs Abbott worked with several
charitable organizations during her life which included a dedication to the well being of
children and young adults. The Children’s Aid Society, Bainbridge Island Helpline House,
The New Canaan and Seattle Garden Clubs, Bainbridge Island Land Trust and The
League of Women Voters were among the organizations she volunteered with over the
years.Flowers, gardens and public space landscaping were also a passion for Babs. In
New Canaan, Connecticut, she planted gardens under all the trees on Main Street. Once
complete, she convinced shopkeepers to tend them and eventually the town took over the
job. In any spare moment, one might find her, pruning shears in hand, tending to her
beloved gardens around the house.Babs Abbott will be remembered, by all who knew her,
as a kind, thoughtful and productive spirit who put the environment and the people that
inhabit it before all other concerns. As early as the 1960‘s, all household waste was
recycled even before a facility existed to take it. She even canceled the refuse collection
service and brought the few pounds of monthly un-recycled waste directly to the town
dump. Babs had a knack for drawing people into her vision of a healthy planet and a
vibrant society to tend to it. Mrs. Abbott was tireless in her efforts to improve this world one
garden and one person at a time.Passion for the arts and sports regularly wove their way
into her daily life. As a younger woman she played the woodwind recorder and in her later
years she sponsored dancing instruction, including a line dancing instructor at her 80th
birthday celebration. Trips to the symphony and the theatre were always on the top of her
list for leisure activity. Similarly, a book was all she needed to pass an afternoon. Tennis,
skiing, golf, sailing and swimming were all favorite sporting activities for Babs and she
kept at most all of them well into her later years. In keeping with her love of people, Babs
championed activities centered on camaraderie, learning and socializing. Wacky Weeders,
Book Club, knitting and helping friends in need took up much of Mrs. Abbott’s time in her
years on Bainbridge Island. Always quick with a story or anecdote, she kept her friends

and family involved and engaged in whatever task was at hand.Christmas caroling on
God’s Acre in New Canaan, Connecticut became such a treasured event for Babs that
she recreated the ritual in Bainbridge Island. Starting with just 20 people in her front yard
and ending with more than 100 people in Eagle Harbor Waterfront Park, she shared her
joy of the season with all that joined her in song.A private service will be held for family
only on Wednesday, June 18th. Later this summer, a memorial service and celebration of
Babs’ life will be announced. In lieu of flowers, please support either of Babs’ favorite
charities. They are Helpline House and The Children’s Aid Society,
http://helplinehouse.org/index.shtml and http://www.childrensaidsociety.org.*For The
Children's Aid Society on-line donors only, please do not check the box, "Mail a letter on
my behalf" (under heading, 'Tribute Information'). Unless you prefer to make an
anonymous gift, your name will automatically be included in a notification letter and sent to
the Abbott family.

Comments

“

Florence Abbott is my second cousin once remove and my mom Ann Wight is her
first cousin once remove. I was doing the family tree and just realized that Florence is
part of the Wight Family and moved away from New York. Florence family has a rich
history from New York, New Jersey and Mass. My prays are with her now.Her father
and mother are buried with the rest of the Wight Family in New York City, NY.

Brian Sullivan - November 06, 2012 at 12:00 AM
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“

We were sorry to hear of Bab's passing. May the family find comfort in all
theirprecious memories with her and may God grant you strength in the difficult days
ahead.With fondness and our condolences to the family,

Walter and JacLynn Parazaider - July 14, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

In my stint as Mayor of Banbridge Island, I can truly say that I looked forward to
Babs' attendance at the meetings of the City Council. She had great insight and
forbearance...not to mention patience with the political process. Nor was she reticent
about speaking clearly and truthfully on issues about which she cared.We've lost a
model citizen from the public arena.

Dwight Sutton - July 09, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

I was so happy to hear Charlie's voice and then the news saddened me so. I have
had the family in my mind for over a week and have been unable to write until now, I
know she will be missed. I feel your loss.
Years ago, maybe 15, I was on the ferry heading from Bainbridge Island to Seattle
and who did I run into? Babs Abbott. She hadn't changed much in all the years from
New Canaan. She was on a mission and looked so happy and we connected right
away. It was disapointing when the ferry ended it's journey.

It amazes me how much of an influence people from my past mean to me. I, too,
remember the "A" frame in Straton, (I loved the sheet bags on the bunk beds,
clever!), her smile and her garden in New Canaan. She will be remembered. All my
best to the family.
And Charlie, come sailing in San Diego with us...
Christine Gamble Brooks - June 29, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Hello Abbott family, Sandy and I were very sadden to hear about mom. We
remember all the great times we had at the Abbott home. Your mom was always kind
and generous to both of us. We have many wonderful memories, I think she was the
originator of re-cycling. I remember the bags along the wall; one for egg shells, one
for aluminum, one for paper and more. The awesome homemade mayonaise (still
can't find anything like it to date). It has been a long time since we have seen any of
you, so when you are all together please have a family hug and imagine we are in
the there with you. Give an extra one to dad from us. Our prayers are with all of you
during this difficult time.Love, Jim and Sandy

Jim & Sandy Tomaselli - June 25, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Abbott Family, As I drove down Brookside Rd. last Fri., as I do almost every
day,when I passed your old house, I slowed down and thought about what Babs
meant to me. Here was someone who could be a mom and one of the guys at the
same time.My fondest memories are ski trips to VT,staying at the A-frame
house,skiing Stratton and those wonderful New Years parties. The last time I spoke
to Babs, she had arranged for me to call Joe on his fortieth.What a fool I am, never to
take her up on her offer to come visit in Seattle. During high school I spent more time
with the Abbotts and the Griffiths than I did with my own family and I am not kidding.
My best to all the Abbotts, with lots of love, Bob Bradshaw

Bob Bradshaw - June 25, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Babs was such a lovely, geniune person. We shall miss her very much. Her garden
was a joy for me to see and admire. Our condolences to Tony and the family. She will
be missed by so many.

Michele, Tony & Janette Parkins - June 23, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Your family was blessed with a wonderful Mother.Our sympathy goes out to each of
you.

Todd & Nancy Wheatley - June 21, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Babs will be missed. Her good spirit was an inspiration to so many of us. Stan and
Audrey Van VoorhisBainbridge Island

Stan and Audrey Van Voorhis - June 21, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Babs brought joy and love into our lives each time we were graced with her
presence. Her ever ready smile, her laughter and the warmth she so readily provided
to all around her will forever be with all who were privileged to know her. We were so
very fortunate to have had her life cross paths with ours.

Dave and Anita Sanctuary - June 18, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Babs was an amazing person- a role model, an inspiration. She was always there for
the important things in life. She will be missed.

Jan Kordonowy - June 18, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Babs and Tony were the faces of St. Barnabas Episcopal Church to me when I
arrived 15 years ago. They were ones of the first to welcome me and my children
when we moved to the island and joined the parish. They always took a genuine
interest in Nissa, Nowell and me and their service work was an inspiration. I will miss
her and am glad she was a part of the church family.

Lyle Kahle - June 18, 2008 at 12:00 AM

