Gary Lanar Booth
November 8, 2008

A Beautiful Man, Born November 7, 1944 in Tacoma Washington and left on a great new
journey on November 8, 2008.Known by many as Booth, he was sweet, kind, generous,
accepting, spirited, dignified, and fun loving. He leaves a big hole in the hearts of his
family and friends.Survived by his wife and soul mate of 34 years Catherine Whitson,
sister Pat Kerns, daughters Andrea Burnside (Willy) and Tracy Nagy (Dan), nephew Aaron
Harrington (Lorna) and their children. Other family members who will dearly miss him are
Larry Whitson (Patrick), Susan Moline Whitson (Barry) and Marjorie Whitson. He was
admired and appreciated by his colleagues and associates at Metro King County where
he worked as a systems programmer for 30 years. Booth was a gracious host of many
gatherings of friends and family and we invite you to join us for a toasting celebration of
his life at Wing Point Golf and Country Club, Bainbridge Island on Saturday, November 22,
2008 from 6pm until 8pm.Memorial contributions can be made to the Housing Resources
Board or a charity of choice. Arrangements entrusted to Cook Family Funeral Home.

Comments

“

Dear Catherine,Booth blessed us all with his grace, style and joy. I know how lucky I
am to have known you both through the years. I'll always remember his spirit. He
lived and loved life (and you) with all his heart and soul. We can forever cherish the
light he gave so generously to his friends and associates. You are in my thoughts
and prayers...with love, Carleen

Carleen Gosney - November 22, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

To Gary Booth's family. I worked with Gary for a number of years while I worked in
Metro"s Human Resources and later in King County's Human Resources. I could
always count on Gary's smile and kindness when I would call and say something
needed to re-done or I forgot my password to my account. Unfortuntely, forgetting my
password was always a problem for me...so Gary was always there to help. He was
a kind and gentle soul who always had time to talk. Since I joined King County's
Human Resources staff, I did not see Gary very often, but at least one or twice a
year we talked. I retired in 2004 and was saddened to hear of his passing. He will be
missed; his kindness, patience, and thoughtfulness will always be with me.
I am sorry that I could be with you tonight, but my thoughts are with you.
Cheers...Gary......

Olivia Sroufe - November 22, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Gary was my friend and a great co-worder. He was so gentle and even tempered.
Gary was the finest gentelmen I have ever met to this day. I am angry at his death
and beleive it was not supposed to happen the way it did. I will always love him with
all my heart. What an awesome human being and fine example of how a person
should act towards others. I miss him so much.Eternally His Friend and Brother
Joseph C. Lovett

Joseph C. Lovett - November 21, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

A cousin from childhood that somehow got to be a distant one. Many fond memories
of our early life together. Playing cards at family functions, laughing, enjoying family
time together. Enjoyed the few times we bumped into each other later in life. I'll
always remember Gary's easy smile and gentle way. So sorry you have left us, and
all the best to the family.

Neal Booth and Kay Booth - November 21, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Catherine, We were sad to learn that Booth has passed on.What a courageous fight
he waged this past year. How fortunate he was to have you and all your support as
he went through all of this. We regret that we are unable to attend the celebration of
his life Saturday, but we will be there in spirit. We will continue to keep you and your
family in our thoughts and prayers.Please call on us if we can do anything that would
be helpful.

Eileen Abbott and Jim Beyea - November 21, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Catherine ~ We are Alex and Becky Endzell and we had the pleasure of being
your neighbors across the street here on Bainbridge. I (Becky) have thought of you
so often with all of the advice and help you gave us concerning our construction loan,
and we both want you to know how much we are thinking of you now. The obituary
notice in the Review sank in very deeply as we have been married 34 years and are
"soulmates", as are you and Gary. He seems like such an amazing person, and it is a
huge loss. We wish you much love and peace. ~ Alex and Becky Endzell

Becky Endzell - November 19, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Cathy Whitson: It was a shock to see your husband'd name in the Sunday News
Tribune and realize that so much time has passed since we were friends and
classmates and our family's shared time together. You and all your family were very
important to me and my family and I am sorry we haven't kept in touch with you.
Maybe I can only repeat to you my Mom's advice to me after my grandmother died
two years after my dad passed away: Some things aren't fair, but we need to go on
with our family and take care of them.

John Dennett - November 18, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

I worked with Booth at Peoples Bank and then at Metro. He was always trying to be
helpful at work. In the mid-70s he had Sonic season tickets but didn't want the full 41
games. So he got a group of us at work to buy shares and called it the "Straight
Arrow Club" for some reason or maybe no reason. In more recent years we would
often cross paths walking downtown during lunch hour. I'll especially remember his
laugh, early and often.

Arnie Winslow - November 18, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Whitson -- What a surprise blessing that you and Booth moved into the Conkling
home in the late 70's at the same time as Mark and me. Who would have dreamed
our lives now, so many years later. We all shared great dinners and friendship that
continued through your moves to Magnolia and Bainbridge. I am deeply saddened at
your loss. Booth was a stunning man in every way, with a heart that reached others
easily. What a life he lived!

Barbara Phillips - November 17, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

To Gary's family: I first met Gary when he applied for initial hire at Metro and I was
the HR employment specialist who conducted the recruitment for what became his
position. Gary and I jointly commuted over many years and we'd exchange greetings
on the boat and at work. I remember him as a friendly and stately guy who always
seemed on an even keel.I am saddened to learn of his all too early departure from us
and wish to express heartfelt sympathy to your family.

Tom Ogle - November 17, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Oh Catherine, we are so sorry to hear. I can't believe so many years have passed
since we have seen you. Dave and I really wish we could do something to comfort
you. All of our memories of you and Booth are warm and loving. Sincerely, Mary and
Dave Clarke

Mary Clarke - November 16, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Whenever I saw Booth he had this infectious smile on his face. He loved life!
Catherine and I worked together for years. As much as Catherine loved the business,
they always made time to enjoy travel and entertaining. He really loved a good party.
He will be missed on this earth but he will make heaven a better place. Lanette

Lanette & - November 16, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Gary and I were classmates at Stewart Junior High and then at Lincoln High in
Tacoma. During our last years of high school and the several years that followed we
became best of friends doing almost everything together as time allowed. As it
happens in life sometimes, we drifted apart and we hadn't seen each other in years.
Just recently, however, we made email contact through Classmates.com. Gary told
me of his illness but he was very positive about his prognosis. I am so glad we were
able to communicate again if only for that short time but greatly saddened at his

passing. I will always remember Gary as an honest person and true friend. My wife
and I now live just blocks from the home where Gary and his sister Pat grew up and I
am teaching at our old Junior High. As I walk the halls of Stewart I will think of Gary
and the "good old days". Although I haven't met you Catherine please accept my
most heart felt sympathy at Gary's passing. And to you, Pat, you also have our true
condolences. Thank you for the phone calls alerting me to Gary's death. May God
comfort you both and the entire family in this great loss!
Rodger Peterson - November 16, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

It was an honor working with Gary at King County. He was professional,
knowledgeable, generous and fun spirited. I Will miss him.

Debbie - November 12, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

When I started Metro, I shared a cube with Booth (and Atteberry and Huff). I always
wondered why we were "last name" buddies - I never asked. I was lucky to have him
as a mentor and friend. I will miss his humor, friendship and smile...

Diana - November 12, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

While Gary was a colleague for many years, he was a true friend first. He will be
missed (especially our xmas exchanges), yet I will remember him for many years to
come. God bless you Gary.

Steve Cunningham - November 12, 2008 at 12:00 AM

