George Edwin Richardson
March 19, 2011

of Poulsbo, died on Saturday, March 19, 2011 of cancer at 78 years of age.George is
survived by his wife, Bette, and three sons; James, his eldest son and designer of the
Connie Collection; Michael and his wife Lisa and son Taylor; and Stephen, his youngest
son and his wife Carey.Born in Old Hickory, TN, George moved to Richland, WA with his
family at the age of twelve. He was a graduate of Richland High and a proud Richland
Bomber. He served in the US Army during the Korean conflict in Germany where he
started his covert life in the clandestine services. His numerous contributions include
creating bubble-wrap and high-top tennis shoes. After his honorable discharge from the
Army, George returned to WA and studied artificial intelligence, graduating from Central
Washington University in 1956 with a PhD in Astrophysics.He met his true love Bette at
CWU, married in 1960 and they eventually moved to Bainbridge Island. His 40 plus year
membership on the Sunrise Beautification Committee was only surpassed by his
surrogate fatherhood to the lost and wayward souls of Bainbridge Island. There was
always another place at the table and George was there to listen to your sorrows and offer
his advice, free of judgment. After completing a full career as a salesman of industrial
supplies, George became Supervisor of Out-going Retail Freight for Central Market in
Poulsbo. His specialty was talking up those ladies at the check-out stand and a mentor to
many. Central Market was a bright light in his “retired” years and he was honored to be a
member of the Central Market family.George was a caring husband, loving father, loyal
friend, hard worker, and above all….a good citizen! He was loved by all and never asked
for anything. He was always a giver and lived a wonderful life. A party will be planned
soon as we know George loved great parties. Please no flowers….but, if you must,
George requests that you send flowers to your mother! Please sign the online Guest
Book.

Comments

“

When I was in the 7th grade at Carmichael Jr. High in Richland, I used to go to all the
Bomber football and basketball games. George was a good athlete and one of my
heros. After I graduated in 1956 from Columbia High School, I met George in person
for the first time soon after I enrolled as a freshman at Central Washington College in
Ellenburg, Wa. Bill Johnston and I shared a room above the HI-Way Grille Cafe. One
night, Bill and I apparently were playing our music a little too loud when sudenly there
was a loud banging on the door. When I opened the door, George informed us that
he lived in the room next door and was trying to study for a test he had to take the
next morning and if we didn't quiet down, he would break the record we were playing.
We promptly quieted down, and several days later we met again and when I
explained to him how much I had admired him he became my friend until he
graduated the next year, 1957. He was rooming with JD Davidson in the room next
door. Vivian Helgeson was our landlady. Goodby George, I remember you as a good
guy and a friend.

Larry Harrold - May 09, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Although i hadn't seen George since 1952 i thought of him from time to time, and
remembered what a nice person he was.Kathy Jensen Collins

kathryn collins - April 25, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

To Betty and family,I just read the Sandstorm and found out George passed away. I
was really surprised as we were on Bainbridge Island just a week ago and went to
Poulsbo and tried to find George. It goes back a long time ago for us. First person I
met at bus stop on Thayer Drive in Richland Washington, May 30,1945, played
basketball and baseball with him at Col High,1946-50, lived on Bainbridge Island
from 1965-73 and saw you a lot along with Gibsons, and Bette I was always fond of
you from Sunnyside Washington. I know in my living this long it seems we never
really know what good people can do for others as I read all those comments about
your life and how it affected others and I agree with them. I know there is more to life
than just here on earth so we all pray for later in our life. Later from a Bomber and a
Wildcat.

Buddy Gene Keller - April 21, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

To the Richardson family,I knew George in High School, very popular and well liked
fellow. we usually sat together in classes because of our last names. I remember our
struggle with chemistry, George would copy my paper which my father had helped
me with.Always wondered what happened to him, i know we tried to contact him
about our 50th reunion.Glad to hear about his life and thank whoever put his obit in
the Sandstorm.Sounds like he had a happy life and was well loved, I'm glad he found
his niche.

Nancy Riggs Lawrence - April 18, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Bette, Jim, Mike, and Steve:I am so sorry to hear about George. It was great
growing up beside the Richardsons and George was wonderful to all. It was like our
backyards just melted together with all those boys (and Tamara) going back and
forth. The Richardson house was always welcoming and full of laughter. Did you
guys ever lock a door? Love and miss you,David Gibson

David Gibson - April 08, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

George was a special person who we will always call a friend. He made each
meeting special with his unique smile and warmth. As a fellow artist it was a
meaningful pleasure to hear him tell me how his artist/designer son was doing. It was
George that made our trip to Central Market the start to a good day. Every one in
Gorges family, must know that Diane and Bill will think of George always.

William and Diane Mash - April 06, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so sad that we lost such a wonderful human. And...I am happy that I had the
honor of knowing George even a little. First ad Anastasia's next door neighbor and
then as a wonderful addition to central market. I treasure our chats and am so sorry
for your loss. Victoria

Victoria G.Heemstra - April 03, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Bette,Matt, Liz and I are so sad to learn of George's passing. When Jan and I
moved here in 1989 you two made us feel so welcome. I will always remember with
fondness the weekly parties at your home! But mostly Jan and I valued your
generosity and friendship for Matt and Liz. The two of you became surrogate grand
parents for them. I am certain Jan and George are talking and laughing about "old
times". Steve

Steve Boss - April 02, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I first met George when we were having an orientation to welcome the new
employees for Central Market. We sat together and I remember asking him if he
would like to transfer out of the front-end (the store hadn't even opened yet) and be
in the non-foods department I was going to be managing. He was a charmer from the
beginning ~ I was smitten! George was a pleasure to know, and I count myself lucky
to have had him in my life. He was a friend to all, but his heart was always Bette's.

Candace Wallace - April 02, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

We have many fond memories of the Sunrise Beautification Committee as Leslie and
I were wayward at times. Both George and Betty always welcomed us with open
arms and hearts and another place at the table. We will always treasure times spent
together and never forget. Much love, David & Leslie

David Cox - April 01, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

So sad to hear of Georges passing. He was a great neighbor when we lived close on
Bainbridge Island. What a great guy, always smiling and always had something good
and witty to say. He will be missed! Our love to Betty and family.

John and Aldeen Emrick - March 31, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

So sad to hear of Georges passing. He was a great neighbor when we lived on
Bainbridge Island. What a great guy, always smiling and always had something good
and witty to say. He will be missed! Our love to Betty and family.

John and Aldeen Emrick - March 31, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

George, I will miss your smiling face every morning and our afternoon lunch
outings(?). What about the advice on sales, Who will I look to for that? We'll miss you
everyday here at Central Market.

lois lane - March 30, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

We were sad to hear of George&#8217;s passing. We have such fond memories of
the parties thrown on Sunset Drive &#8211; it must have been the 70&#8217;s.
George always had a joke or a smile. He always made us feel good. We loved his
obitutary. It captured George completely. We will miss him.

Sonya and Max Marinoni - March 29, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Such a wonderful man! You made me a better person. I miss you everyday.

Michael Boyle - March 29, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Cheers George and the Richardson family. - From Mary, one of the Pacer Princesses

Mary Mathisson - March 29, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Bette, Mike, Steve, and Jim, - We are truly sorry to hear about George's passing. He
was a great man, always fun to be around, and as many have mentioned - a great
source for "advice" to more than a few of us over the years. I'll always remember him
over at the Sunrise home welcoming us in and ready to give you the business. I'm
sorry that we missed him over the last year plus... we have been away from
Washington and just heard the sad news. We are thinking about you and wishing you
peace. Tim, Lisa, and Nolan

Tim Gregg - March 29, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Bette, Jim, Michael, Steve and families,I was so sorry to read about George's
passing! I've missed seeing him recently when I shopped at Central Market and
wasn't aware of his illness. He always showed such a cheerfulness and genuine
sense of humor and was so proud of his family! I've missed bumping into you around
the island and was always happy to see George at the Market. How he graced that
place and gave it that "hometown" feeling! I hope you are all as well as can be and
that your last years with him, in particular, were filled with love and peace. The
memories will sustain you. God bless.With love, a voice from the past,Eileen Okada

Eileen Okada - March 29, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I just loved talking with my conservative friend George at Central Market. He always
warned people about losing their good reputations when sitting at the "morning
coffee clutch" table with us! What a sweet man, and a terrible loss for our community.
Rest in Peace George. I'll catch up to you when I leave this planet myself. May God
Bless and Keep you dear friend. He was truly enjoyed by all who knew him. My
deepest condolensces to George's family.

Dick Olson - March 28, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

First met George when he "skinned the cat"at a party at Steve and Harriet Davis's
forty years ago. Haven't seen him much since we quit commuting but he lit up the
day at Central Market. He was definitely one of the good guys.Our sincerest
condolences and best wishes to Bette

George and Evie Stege - March 28, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Bette and family - we are so very sorry to hear about George.Even thought we have
gone our seperate ways, my family and I have always and will also consider your
family as our beloved neighbor. Remembering the "good old days" with the kids
growing up and the Halloween parties have a special place in our hearts. God
bless!!!

Janet Schneider-Chance and family (Marty, Melinda & Matthew) - March 28, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

We will miss you George

Dan Greer - March 28, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

RIP George

Hans Santmann - March 28, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I did not know George well but, he always brightened my shopping experience with
his witty remarks and smiling face.What a loss to Central Market employees and
patrons.

Paula Sullivan - March 27, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

dear Bette and familyWhat a guy!! One of my dear memories of him is when he came
to the hospital to pick his friend Bill and myself up after our boating accident. He was
so kind and helpful. We were all so blessed to have known him. Central Market will
never be the same. He made our day shopping there. God Bless you.

Karen Reitan - March 27, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

George, next time I make my carmels I will think of you.Thank-you for the hours of
wisdom your shared with us(whether we wanted it or not,haha}.The morning coffee
at Centeral will not be the same.

JAMES GRIGAR - March 27, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Hmmm. Bubble Wrap and the Korean War in Germany??? This tells everyone how
much humor is and has always been a part of a remarkable family's dynamic. And it
is an honor to know them. George & Bette are the best of the best. We should all
stop and think and redirect our priorities.George isn't gone, we just don't get to see
him anymore.

Tari Laes - March 27, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I'll always remember being called his "Princess". I know that was an easy way to
remember many "Princesses" names but he had a way of making everyone feel
special. Many Friday nights at Richardsons for food and great company. There is a
great star shining above and laughing with all of us.Thanks for finding the great corn
tortillias in Zillah WA. What a guy. Thanks for the memories.

Shawna Ward - March 27, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Bette just a few words to tell you what a privilege it was to know George. When
we would see him our talk no mather how short is was left a bright spot in our
day.We will be left with the thought that knowing George wasgreat Your neighbors
Ray & Ann Long

Raymond Long - March 26, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I did not know George until he became Central Market's good will ambassador, a
position he obviously enjoyed very much and performed without equal. One reason I
scheduled my shopping for the morning hours was to have the opportunity to
exchange a few pleasantries and solve the world's problems with George. He was a
good man and will be missed by everyone who knew him however casually.

Robert Ricklefs - March 26, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Bette, How sorry to read about George. Floyd and I had so many fun times with you
both and it's hard to think about him being gone. Maybe he and Floyd are having a
good time catching up on old times. I miss you being a neighbor and all the beautiful
flowers you grew, and just knowing you were there. Please take care of yourself and
know you have alot of friends. Love ya, Marla Vail

Marla Vail - March 26, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I will miss your smiling face at Central Market. Leslie

Leslie Cox - March 26, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

George was our great friend and we will miss him forever.

George & Georgia Cox - March 26, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

George always had a kind word, a listening ear, and a wonderful sense of humor.
What great neighbors he and Bette made! We feel honored to have known George.
He will be missed.

Paul and Tonja Smith - March 26, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

So sorry to read of George's passing. Just saw him a few weeks back and said to
Joann he didn't look well ...... when I spoke to him he had his usual smile and said he
was taking some forced vacation time. We didn't know anything about his cancer.
Always enjoyed going through the line where he was bagging groceries - or just
making a comment as I passed by. He will be missed not only by us but by the
thousands of folks he served at Central Market.Bless you Bette - we had many good
laughs together when you worked for Stan. I know you will miss your hubby very

much.
Frank & Joann Burlingame - March 26, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I am truly blessed to have had George as a co-worker, friend and mentor. We have
an amazing group of family at Central Market and George certainly paved the way.
I'm going to miss my buddy dearly. Save a spot for me on the dance card George.
CHEERS BABE!!!

Shelly Bratlien - March 26, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Steve and Carey Lou -Love and affection to you as you say goodbye to George.
Love Kelly J

Kelly Jahraus - March 25, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

We were very saddened to read this morning about George's passing. We got to
know George through our Monday morning Central Market visits. It was always fun to
see his smiling face. Tom and George would discuss world politics and the "good old
days" at checkout. Sometimes they would whisper and would get accused of
discussing their spouses, which we said would definitely get them both into trouble.
We knew he had a very special relationship with his wife, Bette, by the twinkle in his
eye when he talked about her. We hope the love of family and friends brings comfort
now and knowing that his sense of humor and just taking the time to "chat" touched
the hearts of so many people. He will be deeply misssed.....

Tom and Maureen Jurcak - March 25, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Unfortunately we didn't get a chance to meet you in person, but your son, Stephen
and daughter-in-law, Carey, are wonderful people. I am sure they reflect you and
your family well. Wishing your family a great celebration of your life. With love from
both of us.

Chris and Joan Davies - March 25, 2011 at 12:00 AM

