James Graham Cairns Jr.
August 4, 2013

died at home on Bainbridge Island Saturday, August 3, 2013 surrounded by family.Jim
was born January 22, 1937 in Seattle, Washington, to Gudrun Aannevik and J. Graham
Cairns. In 1958 He earned a degree from the University of Washington and lieutenant’s
bars from Air Force ROTC. He was a Captain in the Air Force and flew a variety of
airplanes, including fighters, bombers and cargo transport. While stationed in Witchita,
Kansas he met Doris who would become his wife. They were married nearly 52
years.After the Air Force, Jim went to work for Peoples National Bank, in Seattle,
Washington, becoming President of the bank in 1979 continuing until 1986. During his
tenure as President of Peoples National Bank he was also a great contributor to the
Seattle Community, serving as Director of the Central Puget Sound Economic
Development District, the Downtown Seattle Association, President and Director of Seattle
Seafair and the first Chairman of the Washington State Convention and Trade Center
Corporation. Jim was active in the Washington State Bankers Association and the
American Bankers Association, becoming President of American Bankers Association in
1984. He was also active with the Association of Reserve City Bankers, the Clearing
House Association and the Exchange System, and was instrumental in the
implementation of interstate banking in the United States.Jim left Peoples National Bank in
1986 to become the President of the First National Bank & Trust of Oklahoma City.
Subsequently, he worked for the Hallwood Group as President of the Financial Institutions
Group restructuring banks in Texas and Alaska.In 1992, Jim left banking and went to work
for Seattle Limb Systems as its President. During his more than 10 years there he was
instrumental in the dramatic growth of the company. He retired in 2003.Jim’s hobbies
included his grandchildren, sailing, scuba diving, flying, woodworking and photography.He
is survived by his wife Doris, his children and their spouses, Jim and Renee Cairns and
Pamela and John Grinter, his brother and sister-in-law, Bill and Joanna Cairns, and his
grandchildren, Jamie and Suzie Cairns and Jackson and Andrew Grinter.He will be greatly
missed.At his request, no service will be held. Please sign the online Guest Book for the
family.

Comments

“

I am honored to have known such an interesting man! Faith and blessings, peace
and comfort to his family.

Michell Graff - September 27, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Hello Doris and Family,I just discovered that Jim died on August 3. I was away and
just found out this a.m. I had a great deal of admiration and respect for Jim. We
spent a lot of time together over lunches and I remember the beautiful desk he gave
me when I was at RBPC, which I left for the next pastor.He was a great
humanitarian. I remember him telling me that when he flew a plane he felt closest to
God. As he slipped the surly bonds of earth..." Now he has slipped it again, this time
he really touches the face of God. Blessings, Dick

Richard T. Middleton - September 01, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Hanging on the wall in our family room is a clock which Jim made for me while we
were both working for Peoples Bank. It is one of my most treasured possessions as
was my friendship with Jim . My deepest heartfelt condolences to Doris and the
Cairns family.

Jim Austin - August 24, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Jim was a fine person and a great bankerIt was a pleasure to work with him Jim and
Doris made a beautiful couple and Jean and I were happy to know both of themI
retired after 46 years with Peoples Bank as Executive Vice President and had many
occasions to work directly with JimWe offer our best wishes to the family

Donald Greenfield - August 23, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Doris and Family, Joan and I were so sorry to learn of Jim's passing. I first met
him when he was President of People's Bank, and at that time he was working to
bring the convention center to Seattle. It wouldn't have happened had it not been for
his leadership, and as the first Chairman of the Board of the Convention Center, his
leadership set the stage for the great institution and contributor to the regional
economy it has become.On a personal note, we had many memorable experiences
with you and Jim. I think the first buffalo I ever ate was in your home on Mercer
Island. I remember how when Jim really got passionate (ok, angry) about something,

the tops of his ears got red. Hopefully, I wasn't the cause too often. His prowess as a
business and civic leader is well remembered, but his dedication to his family is what
really counted. I consider it a privilege to have tagged along behind him in several
endeavors, and share your loss. God bless you all.Joan and Bob Wallace
Robert C. Wallace - August 21, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Doris and family,George and I were saddened to read of Jim's death. We will
always remember his kindness of offering his spray paint gun to us as we attempted
to paint our red house white with brushes. You two and upir kids were wonderful
neighbors. God bless and may Jim rest in peace. Our best to you and the family

Martha and George Gregg - August 20, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

I was saddened to learn of Jim's passing although I was aware that he had been
challenged with health issues for a long time. Jim had a great influence on my life
and was responsible for my move from Seattle to Anchorage, Alaska where I lived for
16 years. As a former banker and with involvement in many of the same
organizations as Jim I admired his intellect, his commitment and his many
successes. I offer my sympathies to his wife, Doris, and his family.

Fred Burrow - August 20, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

It was a happy day when you all moved in next door!....and a joy to share your lives
then and since. Jim was such an accomplished person in so many ways, we know
you were and are so proud of him, as were his many colleagues and friends. Can we
give E-mail hugs? We do and are thinking of you. May God grant you Peace in your
loss.Ruthie and Don Kallander

Ruthie and Don Kallander - August 19, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Doris, It has been three years or so since I last saw you and Jim. You were both
seated in the Mens Department of Nordstrom in Seattle. As I walked by I turned
because I recognized Jim and remarked, "Didn't you used to be Jim Carins" you both
took my remark in the humor it was meant to be. In 1975 I hosted, for the Seattle
Business Comunity, the first Coldwell Banker Real Estate Forecast Breakfast at the
Rainier Club. The first letter of congratulations on that event was from Jim Carins, as
president of Peoples Bank. He wrote, "Fred, you said in your invitation you'd start at
7:30AM and end promptly at 9:00AM. You were right on time for both and it was a
fine performance all in all.His thoughtfulness all those years ago were words of
encouragement I will always cherish.Please accept my sincere condolence.With

warm regards,Fred Weiss
Frederic S. Weiss - August 19, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

A friend since 1964. 49 years. A long time,

Dick Monson - August 18, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Jim was a very talented and kind man, who I admired and considered a friend,
starting back when Jim first started out at Peoples National Bank. I was a member of
the Bank's law firm.We had good times together early in our careers, including our
trip up to Canada on the F.E. Lovejoy, a small freighter operated by Puget Sound
Freight Lines.Jim will be missed by all who had the privilege of knowing him.

Clyde MacIver - August 18, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

I was extremely sad to hear of Jim's death and want to offer my love and prayers to
Doris and the family. Jim was my mentor, guide and friend during my years at
PeoplesBank. He was a brilliant visionary and had an uncanny ability to seize unique
opportunities when they arose .... whether it was locating a convention center over a
freeway, bringing Tall Ships to Seattle or becoming one of the youngest Presidents in
the history of the American Bankers Association. Working with him was exciting, and
there was rarely a dull moment! I will be forever grateful to Jim for the kindness and
encouragement he gave me throughout my banking career and beyond.

Pat Roche - August 17, 2013 at 12:00 AM

