James Ferris Van Gieson
September 17, 2011

passed away peacefully on Saturday September 17 at Washington State Veterans Home
in Port Orchard, Washington. He lived for 90 years. He is survived by his children - Julie
Van Gieson of St. Charles, Illinois, Peter Van Gieson (Jeanne) of Springfield Illinois, John
Van Gieson of Indianola, Kris Van Gieson (Kathie McCarthy) of Bainbridge Island - and
grandchildren - Shelby and Kelsey Van Gieson and Kira and Izak McGieson.Jim was born
in Galesburg, Illinois to Earl and Ethel Van Gieson on June 23, 1921. He graduated from
Galesburg High School in 1939 and Knox College in 1943. He served in the army during
WWII in Italy. When he got back from the war he settled briefly in California and then
returned home to Galesburg to take on the family business. He ran Ferris Moving and
Storage and started Ferris Furniture with his father. Jim had an eye for good design and
quality furniture.Jim was married to Frances Carman for 24 years. While living in
Galesburg he was a long time member of the Kiwanis Club. He attended Grace Episcopal
Church and was instrumental in building a new church based on the design of a
chambered nautilus. During the late 60’s and early 70’s he provided space for a coffee
house in the basement of his warehouse for young people to gather for conversation and
music.He moved to Los Osos, California in 1980. Shortly after arriving in Los Osos he
protested against building the Diablo Nuclear Plant. After it was built he worked there as a
security guard for a short while. He very much enjoyed camping and loved Big Sur. He
pursued his interests in spiritual practices and holistic healing.Jim moved to Bainbridge
Island shortly after attending the wedding of Kris and Kathie. He moved to Bainbridge in
1989 and volunteered at Helpline for many years. Jim stayed in his home next to his son’s
house until late last spring. Despite the physical limitations of his last few years he
remained upbeat. He was deeply appreciative of his caregivers both in his home and at
the Veteran’s home. His unique sense of humor stayed alive to the very end of his life. A
memorial service will be held at Grace Episcopal Church on Bainbridge at 11:00 a.m. on
Saturday October 8. Please sign the online Guest Book for the family.

Comments

“

Dear Kris, Kathy, Kira and Izak,Mark, Cooper and I are very sorry for your loss.
Cooper always said what a nice grandpa Kira had. Holding you all in the Light. May
you have peace from the good memories of a life well lived and love deeply shared.
In peace, Lisa

Lisa Ashley - October 09, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Kris and family,I am so sorry for the loss of your dad. I enjoyed working with
him on his financing of his home years ago, he was always kind and charming, and
had great affection for his family.He will be remembered fondly and missed
greatly.Susie Bohnert

Susie Bohnert - October 06, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

So sorry to hear this as the Flinns have so many wonderful memories of the years at
Grace Church.All the trips we made building the church. Our prayers are with you.

Harold and Ruthann Flinn - October 01, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I enjoyed a brief friendship with Jim after he was my photo student. He was so
enthusiastic about everything he did - I loved his spirit. My daughter worked with him
selling items on EBay & enjoyed him, too. We will both rejoice in his long life, and
miss his bubbly attitude to everything he did.

Emily and Rena Grice - October 01, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Julie and family, The picture was a great one of your Dad. Remember him coming in
Lindstroms and just around Galesburg. My thoughts and prayers are with you.

Lou Ann Stephenson Smith - September 30, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

My sincerest condolences to the Van Gieson family. Jim and I communicated re the
Ferris family connection and Jim graciously provided information for the Ferris Tree.
As a young teenager growing up in Knox Co IL, I often wondered if the Ferris Moving
& Storage people were related and didn't find out until later years what the

connection was. R.I.P. Cousin Jimwww.ferristree.com
James G Ferris - September 28, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I have fond memories of Jim, who used to call me "Johnigan" after we had a funny
little dialog in which I misspoke, adding "-igan" to some word, when I was about 9,
and he picked that up for the rest of the conversation. He was also the only person
ever to shoot 8mm film of my father (his back to us) urinating in the tall grass at "the
farm". He had the grace to cover the projector beam while playing it for us later in
Galesburg.Condolences to the family.

John Crowell - September 28, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you to the family and friends who wrote such a loving and informative obituary
for Jim. He sounds like a cousin I would recognize and am sorry not to have met. He
is better looking than me but we both have what I think of as the Ferris chin. He
would have been at Knox College when my Aunt Doris Ann Moulton met her
husband Robert L Velde (brother of Congressman Velde of Illinois)there. He might
have met my daughter on the picket lines protesting Diablo Nuclear Power Plant. I
will keep Jim and his family in my heart with love, hoping that when your sadness
passes, you will be warmed by what lies behind his mischievous smile (another
strong Ferris trait).

John Ferris Manning - September 28, 2011 at 12:00 AM

