Jason David Ruffing
August 18, 2014

of Bainbridge Island passed away peacefully on Monday, August 18, 2014 at the age of 43
with his wife, mother and dog, Abbey, at his side. Jason was born and raised in Chicago,
IL where he met the love of his life, and his future wife, Kate (Hillmann) Ruffing. They
married on a beautiful fall afternoon in the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest on
September 20, 2003.Jason was a software engineer, having received degrees from
DuPage College, Roosevelt University and Masters from DePaul University in Chicago, IL.
He worked at AC Nielsen and was instrumental in the design and development of their
statistical software systems. He then took a position with Art Technology Group (ATG) in
Seattle (now part of Oracle).Jason & Kate moved to Bainbridge Island in 2007. From the
time they met, they talked of living in the Pacific Northwest and after a vacation to the
Olympic Peninsula, and missing the ferry, they discovered Bainbridge Island and
immediately began making plans to move there.A lifelong Chicago White Sox fan, Jason
loved to watch and play the game and was an all-star pitcher in his youth. One of his
happiest moments was when the White Sox finally won the World Series. After his wife
noticed tears in his eyes and commented that he hadn’t wept at their wedding, he told her,
“I have been waiting for this my whole life. I have only been waiting for you since puberty”.
Jason loved making people laugh, even when his jokes were terrible. An avid
outdoorsman, Jason loved fishing of any sort, hiking in mountains, farming ducks &
chickens and exploring nature through the lens of a camera. Hikes that took him deep into
the woods and among the old growth Pacific Coast trees were his favorite. He was a
strong supporter of animal rescue and adopted two rescue dogs, Abbey and Riley and
one cat, Newman, who was his faithful sidekick. Most of all, Jason was a wonderful
person, full of love, kindness and compassion towards all.Jason is survived by his wife,
Kate; mother, Sally Ruffing of Bainbridge Island, WA; sister, Julie Zolidis of Roselle, IL;
niece, Jackelyn Zolidis and nephew, Zachary Zolidis of Roselle, IL; brother, Mark (Kristina)
Rake of St. Charles, IL; niece Katie Rake and nephew Nathan Rake of St. Charles, IL and
beloved pets Abbey, Riley and Newman. Jason was preceded in death by his father,
Joseph Ruffing of Crandon, WI.In honor of Jason, a Memorial will be held at 11:00 AM on
Saturday, September 6, 2014 at Grace Episcopal Church, Bainbridge Island, WA. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to the Jason Ruffing Memorial Fund at Key Bank (617

High School Road, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110). Funds will be used to support a variety
of local charities that were important to Jason.Please sign the online guest book for the
family.

Comments

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I have many great memories that I will treasure!

Chris Burton - September 11, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Sharon Bitzes, with so much faith and love...ox

sharon bitzes - September 07, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I didn't know Jason but I met him a couple of times in passing. My next door neighbor
is his mother and my friend. Sally and Jason were very close and spent a lot of time
together. Jason was loved by many and many feel his absence. My heart goes out to
family and friends for their great loss.

Jennifer Chambers - September 06, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Family and Friends of Jason,I continue to pray for you as you navigate Jason's
passing! Tonight, during "Prayer around the Cross" at Holden Village, I lit a candle
and held you in my thoughts and prayers! God is near!Linda

Linda Evans - September 05, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate - I am so sorry that you have to bear this loss. Hopefully, your wonderful
memories, buoyant personality, community and friends will help you through this
period. I will be at the memorial service to support you.

Adrienne Wolfe - September 04, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Sally, my prayers are with you and with your family. Please know that you are held
and loved by many people here on Bainbridge Island and we are here for you
whenever you should need us. To my Wisconsin friend!Sheila

Sheila Curwen - September 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate, Mrs. Ruffing (Mom) and all of Jay's Family,Jay will truly be missed. So many
good times together. He was my fishing buddy, a fellow outdoorsman, a person I
could confide in and trust. I always knew that when we talked there would be
laughter. So many stories. Silly things will remind me of him every time I see them:
fishing gear, hiking boots, crayfish, Muppets, Clint Eastwood, Son of Svengoolie and
tall people in general. He was like a brother to me growing up. Jay was always true
to his character and a character he was. Jay was, is and always will be one of my
best friends.With our deepest sympathies,Scott and Amy Bjork

Scott Bjork - September 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Aunt Sally and family - we are all saddened by the news of Jason's passing. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you. With deepest sympathy,

Cindy Gretzinger - September 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate you are a star. Your journey with Jason has been an inspiration to me over the
last few years. I am so happy that I had a chance to know Jason and you together.
You are so loved. It is lovely to know that Jason is at peace and watching over you.

Sharelle Klaus - September 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Cameron and I were saddened to learn of Jason's death. We know that the past
several months have been extremely difficult for you both. We send our sincere
condolences for your loss.

Chris and Cameron Snow - September 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Sally and Kate, At times like this it is hard to find any words which will ease the pain
of your loss. Jason sounds like he was a fine young man with a good career, and a
loving Wife and Mother. I met him only once or twice while still in Chicago. After
reading his obituary I wish I had known him better as we have similar interests. Now
God will watch over Jason, and help everyone remember him with love.My sincere
sympathyBrian Vander Meulen

Brian Vander Meulen - August 25, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My thoughts are with Jason&#8217;s family at this difficult time. I was fortunate to
have had Jason as a student in a class I taught at Roosevelt University several years
ago and was very pleased when he expressed interest in and ultimately joined
Nielsen where I worked. I&#8217;m glad to have had the opportunity to know Jason,
who was always a pleasure to be around and clearly had an impact on many people.

Mike Baker - August 25, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Kate and Sally:My prayers are with you in this time of sorrow. Looking forward
to seeing you at Grace Church.

Ginny Bell - August 23, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

So sad to see someone so young go. I didn't know Jason but he sounds like a
wonderful human being. Thoughts and prayers are with Kate and the rest of Jason's
family.

Tom Ringo - August 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate, we're so saddened to hear of your loss. We know that you can draw strength
and support from the love of family and friends to help you through this difficult
time.With love,Debbie and Lee Hayes

Lee and Debbie Hayes - August 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Kate, sending buckets of love.

Theresa Torseth - August 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Kate,Thinking of you during this difficult time. Know that you are in my thoughts
and prayers.

Anna Skelton - August 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate, Our thoughts and prayers are with you. May the memory of the love you
shared last while the pain of this passage fades away. - Mike and Janet

Michael McDevitt - August 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate, We were so very sorry to hear of Jason's death. He must have been a
wonderful man with whom to share the joys of life together. Know that your Grace
family will be supporting you during this time and healing.

Gerry & Barbara Porter - August 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate,I am so sorry for your loss. You are in our prayers and feel their comfort during
this very difficult time. Your two were a beautiful couple and please reach out to your
extended church family in this time of grief, we are here for you.Love, Geraldine
Moeller

Geraldine Moeller - August 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate,I just looked at the Kitsap Sun and learned of your loss. I remember the two of
you, so enthusiastic and full of energy, helping on the salmon project at the head of
Eagle Harbor. My heart goes out to you.-- Jeanne

Jeanne Huber - August 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate,I am so sorry for your great loss of a great love. I met Jason only once when I
dropped off something at your home, but always remembered him as a first class
guy. My prayers are with your healing. Kathy Kraft

Kathy Kraft - August 22, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I worked with Jason at Nielsen and do remember fondly his professionalism and
thoroughness. My sincere condolences.

Leslie Matekaitis - August 21, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Kate and the entire Ruffing family. I am very sorry for your loss. I worked with
Jason at Nielsen, and it was an absolute pleasure to know him. I was thrilled for his
opportunity to move to Washington, but he was and is missed here.My deepest
sympathy,Paul

Paul Bell - Nielsen - August 21, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I worked with Jason for almost 2 years at Nielsen. Well... more accurately, I was "all
of a sudden" recruited to be Jason's new boss - a few months after he started at
Nielsen - and he didn't know me previously and likely didn't know he'd even have a
new boss. In true Jason fashion, he welcomed me sincerely and offered to buy me
lunch on the first day. I commented something to the effect that I should be buying
HIM lunch instead. When we finally did sit down, the first thing I did was open my
bottle of Coke (which had been shaken up and I didn't realize it) and spray it all over
Jason and his work clothes in mid-day. Jason, as was true in all the time we worked
together, didn't change facial expression, simply said "well, that was inconvenient",
helped me clean it up and we went on from there. Jason presided over a 12-fold
increase in clients for the product for which he owned the analytic software and never
missed a beat. I kept up with him over the years and will greatly miss him. A true
class act.

Dave Cameron - August 21, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate, my heart aches in recognition of the depth of your loss.

Valerie Deacon - August 21, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Holding you and your family in my thoughts and heart, Kate, So sorry to hear of this
loss. You and Jason have modeled for so many of us a deeply creative and ethical
mode of living, which I'm sure is just some of his gift to the world. Hang in there.
Fondly, --Jaco

Jaco ten Hove - August 21, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Sally, I am thinking of you and your family. Keep your spirits up and try to get back to
Laughter Class as soon as you can. Love, Ann Brown

Ann Brown - August 21, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My sweet cousin Jason will always be in my heart. I will forever cherish memories of
the fun times we had at the lake. My thoughts and prayers are with all of you.

Pam Rogers Baran - August 21, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dearest Kate and Loved Ones of Jason,I am so very, very sorry for this news and am
holding you all in my heart and in my prayers.Much love, dear friends,Margi Hall

Margi Hall - August 21, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

We love you so much Kate, and are thinking of you all the time these days.

Chelsea and Peter Vessenes - August 21, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Jason, you will be missed

Anthony Cristino - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you. Jay was a wonderful kind person . My
husband and him would talk for hours about fishing and outdoor adventures.

Lisa (Drewes) Calcagno - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you at this very difficult time. Jason was always
such a pleasure to work with. I am sure he will be greatly missed. He will now be
making bad jokes and making people smile in heaven.

Constance Josephs - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I had the great pleasure of working with Jason at Nielsen. We shared lunches
together and had many spirited conversations about baseball (Cubs v. White Sox).
We kept in touch after he left, and that is a testament to the type of person Jason
was. He truly cared about people. I wish more people had this soul and spirit. RIP my
friend!

Don - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolences for your loss. Prayers and strength to Jason's family and friends.

Todd Hall - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

To the Ruffing extended family: I am so sorry for your loss. I am a coworker of
Jason's at ATG/Oracle. I am based in Florida and never had the chance to meet
Jason in person, but I wanted you to know that his connections and influence extend
well beyond regional borders. My deepest condolences and prayers for peace and
healing to you all.

Rebecca Spainhower - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate and family: We are saddened to learn of Jason's passing. Although you will
miss him, I know you will take comfort in knowing he is healed, no longer in pain and
in the arms of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. God bless you.

Sue Freshwater - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate and family, my thoughts and prayers are with you all. - Lindsay

Lindsay Masters - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate, you have been in our thoughts and prayers. At this time, no words can express
our feelings, but we pray that you will find peace as you think of the good times you
and Jason had together. We know that you are loved by many and that your strength
will see you through this. With Sympathy and Love, Joanne, Duke, and family.

Joanne and Duke Radecke and family. - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Our thoughts are with Kate, her family, and Jason's family. We are fortunate to have
spent a little time with Jason and will always remember what a special person he
was. It is with great sadness we offer our sympathies, and love, Candee and Terry
Berger and Blair and Jasper Berger/Buitenhuis

The Berger and Buitenhuis Family - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Kate, please know that you and your family are in my thoughts and prayers. I'm
so sorry for your loss. With deepest sympathy.

Lorrie Warrington - Kraft Foods - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate - I'm so sorry and my thoughts are with you, Abbey, Riley & Newman. I was
glad to be able to know Jason and his love for you, your family and home was so
apparent and genuine. I will continue to pray for strength and peace for you.

Mindy Anderson - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

All of our love and strength, now and always. Lynn and Mike Seethaler, Aaron,
Chrissy and Joel Seethaler, Jordan and John Gustafson.

Lynn Seethaler - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

It appears Jason was busy doing the things he enjoyed with great passion. I am so
sorry that this wonderful man's life was cut short. However, the entire family should
take comfort in knowing that Jason is in Heaven, free of all pain and stresses. Kate
will see Jason again, happy, smiling and with open arms.

Mike Freshwater - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate,Words cannot express my sorrow of learning of your love's passing. My
thoughts and prayers are with you during this very painful time. My deepest
sympathy...

Jodie Paret (Isser) - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Sally and Kate,There are no words to ease your sorrow. Just know that you
have our prayers and love. God will ease your pain and Jason is enjoying HIS glory
and joy.

Dar and Marty Brezinski - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate, you are in my thoughts as you grieve for Jason. This haiku from Senseki
comes to mind. BarbaraAt last I am leaving:in rainless skies, a cool
moon&#8230;pure is my heart

Barbara Sacerdote - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate, I have come to know and love you these past couple of years. If he chose you
as his love, he must have been a most special person!Condolences to you and your
family. Love,Marilyn Dearsley

Marilyn Dearsley - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I've known Jason since I worked with him for about a year at Nielsen in 2006. He had
such an influence on me that I moved my family to Washington just months after he
did. He was such a genuine and caring person - he even called me shortly after the
Boston Marathon bombing in 2013 because he knew i was a runner and wanted to
make sure I was OK and not there. What a special person; rest in peace my
friend!We are very saddened to hear of his death. Kate we hope you can find comfort
in knowing that Jason is in heaven now and someday we'll see him again.

Aaron and Sarah Jenniges - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate - I am so sorry for your tremendous loss. I have been thinking of you since
hearing the news. I cannot begin to imagine the significant loss and sorrow you are
experiencing - there are no words. Just know that so many are thinking of you and
wishing you peace and love.

Holly Gray - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate, So sorry to hear of Jason's passing. My families thoughts and prayers go out to
you and your family. Sincerely,Mike

Mike De La Cruz & family - August 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dearest Kate and family,We are, of course, so sorry to hear of the loss of Jason. We
know that the loving arms of God and the community of Grace Church will help to
sustain you at this time. We wish we could be with you at the Memorial Service, but
please know we will be with you in spirit.We so enjoyed our times on Earth with
Jason - - his wry smile and wit, his culinary skills, his ability to make all feel welcome
in your home. We will remember him, and YOU, in our prayers.Much love and all
good wishes - - Kristen and Ron

Kristen Lahner - August 19, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Sorry for your loss Kate. Our thoughts are with you and hope Jason is at peace.

Samantha Asay and Family - August 19, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

JULIE MY SINCERE SYMPATHIES TO YOU AND YOUR FAMILY I MISS AND
LOVE YOU .

CARLENE KECK - August 19, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Our memories of Jason were of a man who was kind and quiet, funny and thoughtful
as well as gentle and compassionate. We are so sorry that he has left this mortal
earth but take solace in the concept that he is now at peace.Molly McCabe and Clive
Pardy

Molly McCabe - August 19, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Kate & Sally, my deepest sympathy for a man lost too early. I will never forget his
smile or passion for duck collecting, he was always patient & had a joke to tell, he will
be missed; my condolences.

Heather Ehman - August 19, 2014 at 12:00 AM

