Josiah Allen Ringland
June 9, 2008

87, of Bainbridge Island, died at home on June 9.He was born in Sioux City, Iowa and
attended Morningside College on a track scholarship. Running continued to be part of his
adult life where he participated in numerous events on the west coast, including seven
marathons.While in college he got his pilot's license and enlisted in the Army Air Force. He
flew a B-24 bomber with General Chinault's Flying Tigers on 45 missions out of Kunming,
China as well as several flights over The Hump for supplies.After his military service he
lived in Des Moines, Iowa for 14 years, working as a structural detailer for Pittsburgh Des
Moines Steel company. He moved to Washington State and worked in a drafting room
until a steel strike forced businesses to close. He took a "temporary" job as a Seattle
Metro Transit driver for 30 years.Washington State offered opportunities he did not have in
Iowa. With his family he hiked and backpacked in the mountains, including Alaska and
Canada, went beachcombing and cross country skiing. He purchased a commercial troller
and the family spent vacations fishing off the Washington Coast. He had a love of singing
and for more than 50 years sang with choirs and communtiy groups wherever he lived. He
bicycled to the ferry everyday and then rollerbladed to work.Joe is survived by his wife
Elinor, of 64 years and a sister, Jane Lee of Odebolt, Iowa; four children and six
grandchildren. Children: Joe D. (Rinie Adams), Brush Prairie, WA; Margaret (Dan Adams)
of Seabeck, WA; Robert Ringland, Portland,Or; Jill (Briant Ashby), Des Moines,
Wa.Grandchildren are Zach and Tarn Adams, Ben and Elinor Ringland, Kate and Severn
Ringland.The family requests any donations be made to Bainbridge Island Senior Center,
370 Bjune Drive, Bainbridge Island, WA or charity of choice.Cremation arrangements are
pending through Cook Family Funeral Home.

Comments

“

Dear Elinor, We are sorry we haven't seen Joe in a long time, but we remember him
well from our days at Seabold Methodist Church, and Fred would see him out
running or riding his bike. He was a kind and generous man and enjoyed an active
life. We never knew he was a fellow Iowan. Fred was Dubuque and later met Willie in
Butte, Montana. He will be missed by all his friends. Love, Willie and Fred Grimm

Fred and Willie Grimm - June 24, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

We were sorry to hear about Joe. Nora Tiffany (Sergent)

Nora Tiffany - June 18, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Elinor and Family,
Our thoughts are with you along with the fond memories we have of Joe. Especially
his walk to get his "coffee" and "this is the best soup I have ever had"! We will miss
him.
Rich, Kay, and Michael.

Kay and Rich Kluver - June 14, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

To Jill,Elinor and Family, I have such warm memories of playing at your home and
your wonderful father,and family.I always admired how active and full of life your
father was.Hiking,biking and fishing,and always smiling. Thank you for sharing
him.My love to you all,Laurie (Brown) Hannon

Laurie (Brown ) Hannon - June 14, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

I know he had the best of care! My thoughts and prayers are with you and the family.

Betty Falk - June 13, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

To all Joe's family, my deepest sympathy as you see this great husband, father,
grandfather, and friend finally win his battle with physical challenges. Many have
wonderful memories of his friendliness and wit and adventurous spirit.and how he
could sing!!! Thankful for his life. Evelyn Peratrovich

Evelyn Peratrovich - June 12, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Elinor and family,I was so sorry to hear that Joe passed away. You are all in my
prayers. I can still see Joe up on the roof repairing something. It made me very
nervous to watch him up there but he never had a problem. He was very spry and
willing to try anything. I will miss him. Please call me if you need me to do anything.

JANET REESE - June 12, 2008 at 12:00 AM

