Karen Hanson
October 22, 2010

On Friday October 22nd Karen Eileen Hanson; our loving wife, mother, sister and friend
ended her earthly struggle with cancer and said goodbye to those she leaves behind. She
sits with her Lord & Savior Jesus until we can meet again.Karen was born in Rapid City
SD on February 27, 1948 and grew up in Newell SD on the family ranch. She attended
schools in Newell and graduated from high school in 1966. She also graduated from Black
Hills State College with a BS in education. Her first teaching assignment landed her in
Glendive Montana at Dawson County High School where she met her husband Jack.
They married in 1971 and taught in Glendive until 1982. During that time their family
expanded adding Jenny and Kurt. From 1982 through 1997 they lived in Bozeman MT
where Beth was born. Karen also earned her master’s degree from Montana State
University and taught in Livingston. From 1997 until her death the family lived Kingston
WA where Karen taught at Kings West School and in the Edmonds School District. Karen
was always active in her Catholic Church communities teaching and encouraging others
to grow in their faith.Karen’s zest for life and her love of the Lord were evident in all that
she did. Karen cherished her vocation as wife and mother. Always the teacher, she
mentored many young people and was called, ‘mom’ by far more children than her own.
Faith, family and friends, were the centerpiece of Karen’s heart. She impacted the lives of
thousands and leaves behind a great legacy in those she loved. Karen’s courageous and
spiritual journey through cancer was a beautiful example of living the life God intended.
Those who knew Karen, know that greatness is not in doing single great acts, but it is in
the small daily acts of living Godly lives that account to greatness.Karen is survived by her
husband of 40 years, Jack; Daughters Jenn Rile, Beth Hanson, son Kurt Hanson, brothers
Frank Wurnig, Steve Wurnig, and Jim Wurnig and stepmother Bobbie Wurnig and two
grandchildren.There will be a rosary at 6:30, a vigil at 7:00 pm, October 26, 2010 and a
funeral mass at 11:00 am October 27, 2010 at St Olaf Church in Poulsbo, WA.

Comments

“

Hi My dears.We are so sad about losing our dear cousin.I always enjoyed her . Her
sense of humor will be terribly missed. She was truly delightful.Love and
Prayers.Fred and Darla Syman

Darla Symad - November 01, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Our sincerest condolences to Beth and the entire Hanson family. We, unfortunately,
did not have the opportunity to meet Karen, but, certainly felt her legacy and love
through her wonderful daughter, Beth, who we had time to meet in July.May you all
find comfort in happy memories and the knowledge that she lives clearly in all of you
and has left a legacy of love and faith.

Cheryl & Don Rogers - October 31, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

To all the Hanson Family:I was very saddened to learn of Karen's passing, but know
there is an angel in Heaven looking down on all of you. Karen was such a kind and
wonderful friend to me during my year at Montana State. We always studied for
Statistics together, and later another class. She was the kind of person who took
friendship seriously, and she helped me so many times--even after I returned to
Casper. I will always remember her with admiration and deep respect. God bless all
of you.Pat Buck

Patricia Buck - October 31, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

My fondest memories are related to our years in high school, she was always ready
for a laugh and a fun time. I know she has had a full life because that is how she
would have lived it. My deepest sympathy to her family but we all believe that she is
in the hands of God and peace is forever hers.In peace Karen Stumpf

Karen Stumpf - October 30, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Jack and kids, Steve, Frank and Jim...Thinking of you at this difficult time. Your are in
our thoughts and prayers. YOu know that you have an angel in heaven keeping
watch over your family.Love and prayers,Karen Kuharski Hustead and family

karen hustead - October 29, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

The Family of My Friend Karen,As a friend of Karen, Frank, Jim & Steve, & High
School classmate of Karen, I add my condolences to her family.Karen lived the life
we all strive for, & will be missed by many people.My best to all of Karen's family
during this difficult time. God Bless, and take care..Randy

Randy Smeenk - October 28, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Mrs. Hanson was one of the most inspiring teachers I have ever had. She never
gave up on a student and you knew that she would always be there for you. She was
a real teacher and could make us laugh when we were in our most stressful and
difficult times. I can't believe that she is gone, but I know that she is in a better place
and free from the pain and suffering. We love you Mrs. Hanson and appreciate
everything you have done for us!

Alexis - October 28, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Jack and family, John and I wish to express our sympathy to all of you. Karen
was a blessing to all who knew her. Her greeting when she enters heaven surely will
be, "Well done, my good and faithful servant." I told Karen a few weeks ago that I
wished she had been my third sister. I always looked forward to seeing her at the
family reunions in the Black Hills. We had some very deep discussions about the gift
of our faith and how blessed we were to have been gifted with that faith by our
Grandma and Grandpa W. and our parents. We must remember to ask Karen to add
her prayers to ours when we pray to our God for our needs and concerns. May God
bless all of you. Mary Kay and John

Mary Kay and John Lammers - October 27, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Jack and Family,My thoughts and prayers are with you. May Our Lord and
Savior give you the comfort you need during this difficult time, and the many days
ahead. Sincerely,Candy RoachOlympic College

Candy Roach - October 27, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I had the honor of working with Karen in her last few years of teaching at Mountlake
Terrace High School. I considered her my team-mate and my friend as we both
taught AP Language and Composition. I remember the joy that lit up her entire face
when she told me about her trip to Europe with her daughter, her stories of her
grandchildren, her love of teaching and touching students' lives, and her love for

Jesus. May she rest in His arms free from the pain and suffering of this world. I wish
you all God's peace at this difficult time.
Gaynelle Derr - October 27, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I knew Karen in college at Black Hills State. She was a woman of grace and dignity
always. That she would go through life impacting so many through her teaching and
values is not a surprise. She will be missed.

Sue Fulleton - October 27, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I am saddened to learn of Karen's passing, and also chagrined to know that I did not
know of her illness. There is comfort knowing that her faith sustained her and that
she is now with Christ. I have fond memories of Karen, the quiet classmate who had
such an affectionate laugh. High school memories roll at me like waves, and they are
all good. Time and distance separated us but did not diminish the good memories. I
am indebted to Karen. The last time we met - at our 30th high school reunion - I was
in mid-life career change. I was about to begin life as a high school English teacher
and Karen, already mid-life as an English teacher, encouraged me at a time I needed
the encouragement. I thank God for her friendship. And I really like Jack.

ron Varland - October 27, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Karen enveloped the fullness of a spiritual life. She knew & loved the scriptures. She
knew and loved the Catholic faith. What I remember about Karen is she understood
the scriptures with her heart. She reached out to me as a single mother, encouraging
me and praying for me. For this, I am so thankful to Karen. With Karen in heaven I
am certain she approach the throne confidently pleading for us. Most recently she
talked about the journey of life - how there are struggles along the way that we go
through and as a Christian we must experience With great love she talked of her
family. I know Jack, Beth, Kurt and Jenny that you were wonderful caregivers during
her illness, including the jello!I will cherish my friendship with Karen forever. I will not
be able to join you as much as I would like to but I will be thinking and praying for you
during that time.Love,Kay Smith Koslan

Kay Koslan - October 27, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Mrs. Hanson, or Mama H as I liked to affectionately call her, was such a wonderful
wife and mother and an inspiration in perseverance and her love for the Lord. I have
such fond memories of Mama H. She and Mr. Hanson dancing in the living room, or
Beth and I kissing her bald (but beautiful!) head, and let's not forget our first meeting

in Jack and Dan's! It was a pleasure and an honor to have known her and there will
be a special place in my heart for her forever. She will be sorely missed by me and
everyone else who has ever been fortunate enough to have known her. I love you
Mama H and I always will.
Theresa Hunziker - October 27, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Jack, Jenn, Kurt and Beth... Please know our prayers are with you all as you
journey through the sorrow of losing such a beloved wife and mother. We will always
hold in our hearts the beauty of Karen. We will remember her lovely voice, warm and
welcoming ways, the twinkle in her eyes ( as she and a group of adorable girls tolietpapered our home one night...giggling every bit of the way!) and her caring nature.
Some people radiate such tenderness and grace and Karen was one of those!! Such
courage, devotion and love were in her heart. The Lord is smiling to have Karen
closer to Him. Lovingly...... Ed, Gale,Peder and Gitta

Ed, Gale, Peder and Gitta Rauen - October 26, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Jack,My deepest condolences to you and your family at this difficult time.Sue
RiddleOlympic College

Sue Riddle - October 26, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

My sincerest sympathies to all of Karen's family. She will long be remembered for her
kindness, thoughtfulness and friendship.She was a great friend throughout our
growing up years in Newell as well as our time spent together while attending BHSU.
A fond memory and tidbit I can share with Karen's family is one that Karen may or
may not have shared over the years. Karen and I experienced our first "dates" in 7th
grade when Karen asked me to attend a "Sadie Hawkins" dance held at school. It
was probably awkward at best, and we still ended up being good friends even though
I didn't dance very well.I also remember well many Saturdays enjoyed at Karen's
when I was invited to the farm to ride horses. I would bet both Steve an Frank
remember me getting dumped a few times.Jack & kids, Steve, Frank, Jim - my
thoughts and prayers to each of you and your families during this difficult time. A
Longtime Friend,Tom Lyons

Tom Lyons - October 26, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

My sincere condolences to the Hanson family ~ Seems like yesterday revisiting
DCHS memories where Karen taught and what an unforgettable lady she was! I
smile when I think of the kindness she showed, her encouragement in what we could
become, only to remember what a 'groovy' role-model she truly was!May God
envelop your family in his arms through this trying time and may Karen's loving, fun
spirit live on in the memories you shared together.God Bless,

Mary Lou Ayre - October 26, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Karen was a Newell High classmate and dear friend. She was always smiling and
friendly toward everyone. Karen will be missed by everyone whose lives she touched
and made better. It is a shame we lose touch with the special people that crosses our
path during this short time on Earth. God protect you Karen, Love Owen

Owen McDermott - October 26, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Sharing in your profound sadness yet knowing that Karen lives on in the lives she
touched here on earth. I treasure the many memories I have of her during our school
years in Newell and while working at the Blue LIne. May the strength of your faith
bring you comfort during this most difficult time.

Marcella Schroeder Hatfield - October 26, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Mrs. Hanson was one of the kindest and most caring teachers I have ever had. She
touched the lives of so many, myself included, and I'm thankful to have known her.
Although this news brings much sadness, I'm happy to know that she is with the
Lord. Love you Mrs. Hanson! Thank you for being such a wonderful teacher, mentor,
and friend!

Caitlin Bowman - October 26, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Jack, Kurt, Beth and Jenny you are in our thoughts and prayers. We plan to be with
you in Bozeman. Pat and Ferne

Ferne Freiberg - October 25, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I was one of "Mrs. Hanson's" students @ Dawson County High School in Glendive,
Montana - graduated with the Class of '79. She was a very caring, compassionate
teacher. Take comfort in knowing that she is now at rest and in peace.

Rhonda Zeller Hofmann - October 25, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I send my sincere condolences to the entire Hanson family. I know that it has been a
tough battle and that Karen bravely fought so very hard for so very long.Karen was a
beautiful person, both inside and out. She was one of my favorite teachers in high
school, and that&#8217;s because she was the rare type who not only enjoyed
teaching, but also inspired me to reach for higher goals than I ever thought possible.
Spending time in her classes was a treat because they were adventures to
previously unimagined and unexplored worlds. I hope that she realized what an huge
impact she had on the lives of some many of her students.I am saddened by her
passing, but comforted in knowing that her suffering is over.

Dana Miyoshi - October 25, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

My love to Jack, Jenn, Kurt & Beth --------- sadness is felt by the whole Wurnigfamily.
Karen was a beautiful person and such a pleasure to know. She was inter-ested in
each member of the family.She had many months of suffering, getting ready each
day to meet her God . Although her loss is very sad, I can't help but think about how
happy she is nowwith her Mom, Dad and all her family and friends in Heaven.She
fought the good fight, finished the race, kept the faith and now abides with her
Savior.Cousin,Beverly

Nicholas & Beverly Albanese - October 25, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Hanson Family,I only new Karen a short few years, but I am grateful for them.
Our children were at Gonzaga the same time and occasionally I met Karen after
mass at St. Cecilia. Her struggle with cancer inspired me to be diligent in my prayers
for other friends and family members.My attitude toward this earthly life is such that I
seek constantly God's hands in all my work and excitedly look for the good purpose
He promises to bring from every trial.May God bless and comfort you in your loss but
heaven's gain.Sincerely in Christ Jesus, Cathy

Cathy Lubovich - October 25, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Cousin Karen and I were born only a month apart and even though we grew up in
different parts of the country, I always felt a bond with Karen when we visited. Once
when we were at one of my uncle's ranches out by Hereford (I forget which uncle),
Karen decided (we were about 12 ) that we both should ride this old gentle horse.
Well, we both got on bareback and obviously that horse didn't like both of us on her.
The horse bucked us off as fast as you could say whoa!After we dusted ourselves
off, we laughed like crazy. That was quite an experience for a city boy like me. Karen
was unlike anyone that I ever met!

John Bingham - October 25, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Karen was my Mom away from home. As life gets busy sometimes so does our
minds. The first time I met Karen I was supposed to ride with her up to the school
where I was going to do to my student teaching internship. She totally forgot that I
was supposed to ride with her, she walked off the ferry and went to work. Only later
that day did it dawn in her memory that she was supposed to find me and help me to
my school. She called profusely apologizing to me and we had many laughs about
our first encounter after that. What I am and still today amazed with Karen is that she
able to teacher AP English and have all her students score a 4 or higher on their AP
test. I have never heard of this happening to any English teacher and in order to do
this she challenged and inspired her students to be do and be more. I regard her as
one of the best examples of what a teacher should be and how students should
perform. The lives of her students and her friends will continue on, her work still is a
thread through all of our lives.

Renata Durst - October 25, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Karen's passing. She was a special person that always had
time for others and I think that speaks volumes about the kind of person she was. No
amount of words can express the sorrow I feel for her family but I hope they know
how much Karen's friendship meant to me. I always enjoyed bumping into her in
town and she ALWAYS made me smile- even as I sit here right now I can hear her
voice and it cheers me up a bit during this sad time. She will be missed but never
forgotten.

Chad Davis - October 23, 2010 at 12:00 AM

