Kenneth Fox
December 30, 2008

79, of Bainbridge Island Washington died at home on December 30, 2008, of
mesothelioma.He was a naval engineer. He was born on January 18th, 1929, the second
son of Herman and Gussie Fox, and he grew up in Mt. Kisco New York. He was educated
in the University of Michigan and in the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He served
twenty three years in the U.S. Navy, retiring in 1974 as a Captain. After retirement from
the Navy, he worked in Richland Washington on energy projects and since 1983 in the
Puget Sound area as a naval engineer. He worked for Art Anderson Associates until 1996
and then as an independent consultant, specializing in ferry design, construction and
operation. He was associated with many projects involving high speed ferries. After
retirement, he volunteered at Helpline House and the Bainbridge Public Library. He is
survived by two children of his first marriage, Christopher Fox of Woodinville Washington,
Elizabeth Fox and her husband Gerhard Nicklas, of Kastl, Germany and Taos, New
Mexico, his brother Kal in Connecticut, several neices and nephews, his frequent
companion and dear friend Joan Collins, and Fergus, his Shetland Sheep dog who was
his constant companion. His first wife, Jane Swift Fox, died in 1991. His second wife,
Jeannette Love Fox died in 2005.He was a communicant of St. Barnabas Episcopal
Church on Bainbridge Island. He played the bagpipes in several pipe bands including The
Desert Thistles in Tri Cities and The Tacoma Scots Pipe Band and he belonged to several
professional naval engineering societies. His other joys were gardening, history, and the
cultures of Scotland and Norway. Ken treasured and valued his friendships and he leaves
many close friends world wide and especially on Bainbridge Island.A Memorial Service will
be held at St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, 1187 Wyatt Way NW, Bainbridge Island, WA.
98110 (Directions), on Friday, January 9, 2009 at 1:00 PM.. Inurnment will follow at the
church cemetery. A reception will be held in the church hall. His favorite charities were
World Vision, Oxfam, Mercy Corps, Northwest Harvest, and The Humane Society.

Comments

“

I tried to call you just prior to your passing. I wanted to somehow have peace
between us. I made a very minor error(in my thinking but not in your more political
environment). At any rate I wish you smooth sailing in your new home...

Kendel v. Jensen, EM1 - May 22, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

An honor to have served with such a remarkable man. Intelligent, sensitive and
personable.Larry Ford, MM3USS Canopus, AS 34R2 Division1966-1968

Larry Ford - April 11, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

I'm very sorry to hear of your loss.Mr. Fox used to stop and chat with me quite often
because we both own shetland sheepdogs. Fergus is a particular favorite of mine!If
he is in need of a home, or simply a foster home while arrangements are made,
please let me know. We would adopt him in a heartbeat.

Suzanne Selfors - January 10, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

Our condolences to Ken's family. Ken was a kind and decent man. He was charming
and always very positive and caring. And oh, what a wit! Although we may be poorer
that he is no longer with us here, we are all the richer for having known him. To Ken,
my dear sweet friend,It was an honor and a privilege to know you. You will truly be
missed and always in our hearts. Thank you for being my friend...until we meet
again.

Caroline Sleipnes Kjenstad & Rune Kjenstad - January 09, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

This is a sad passing. Captain Fox was a great naval officer and man. All the best to
his family from a former shipmate. It was an honor to serve with him.

Gary Uptain - January 09, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolences to Ken's family. He was such a fine man.I met Ken about 20 years
ago when we worked together at MERIT Systems in Bremerton. Our paths continued
to intertwine through the Washington State Ferry Systems for the next ten plus
years.He was easy to work with, always bright and positive, and fun to be around. I
learned much from Ken, enjoyed his company, and will be among the many who
miss him.
Wes Moore

Wes Moore - January 08, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

We will remember Ken with warmth & admiration in our hearts. We knew him through
our Norwegian Classes taken at the Scandinavian Language Institute. He always
brought a smile along and even shared with us his bagpipes from time to time. We
wish him a peaceful rest and our condolences to his family . We are so glad to have
known him and we will miss this "gentle" man.

Nancy & Dave Hill - January 08, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

Ken Fox was a fine and decent man. He was an exceptional engineer. Ken also had
a wonderful sense of humor and was one of the most interesting people I have ever
known. He will be missed by all who were fortunate enough to know him.

Gary Phillips - January 08, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

I worked under Mr. Fox in 1965-1968 when I served on board the USS Canopus AS34 in Charleston SC and Rota Spain. He was the department head for the Repair
Department and I worked in the Photo Lab of the Repair Services Division.Under his
leadership the Canopus Repair Department completed an unimaginable engineering
feat in Dec. 1967 and Jan. 1968. One of our submarines came in from patrol with
major hull damage due to a collision with a Russian submarine. As our dry dock ship,
USS Oak Ridge, was not available, the Repair Department undertook a round-theclock effort a build a cofferdam, so the repairs could be made. It was an amazing
engineering feat. More information and photos can be found on our website at
www.usscanopus.org.He was a wonderful officer and it was a great pleasure to serve
under him.Richard Retin PH2

Richard Retin - January 08, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

Captain Ken Fox was one of the finest officers I ever had the pleasure of serving
under. He was a true gentleman of the old school.

HTCM Theron Nabors, USN (Ret.) - January 07, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

Ken and I only knew each other for a short while, but his caring and compassion
were amazing. My prayers go out to his many family and friends. Ken and I were
both animal lovers and often shared stories of our dear companions. I know Ken is in
a better place where he suffers no more, and I hope his family and friends will find
peace. Losing a dear friend or loved one is so very difficult. I lost my own father just a
few months ago, and I share your loss. May you remember him and his love. God
bless you.

Elaine Westerfield - January 07, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

I first met CDR. Fox on board USS Hunley AS-31 when he interviewed people to
serve in the Repair Dept. on board USS Canopus AS-34. I was a very young 2nd
Class Petty Officer and he immediately impressed me to be a fine person and a
Great Officer. He told me if I wished, that he would get me orders to the Canopus to
set up a Technical Publications Library. He was the Finest Officer that I have ever
had the privilege to work for. He always had time for each of us no matter who we
were and was a FINE OFFICER, MAN, and GENTLEMAN.

Ronald (Pete) Peterson CWO USN RET - January 07, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

My sincerest condolences to Ken's family and many friends. I did not have the
pleasure of knowing Ken, but from my friend John Murray I have heard many
wonderful stories of their long friendship. May all who knew him find comfort in the
joy, depth and longevity of his friendships.

Susan Braun - January 06, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

I only knew of your father through John Murray, and what great friends they were. I
know it made John very sad to know that he would be losing his dear friend; Ken
must have been a very special person. I wish I could have met him. My sincere
condolences to you all. Gail Mann

Gail Mann - January 06, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

Ken, May the good lord grant you smooth sailing and a peace-full rest now. We will
miss you very much. My duty with you on Canopus will always be remembered , one
of the Best Officers I have ever served with. God Speed my Friend

James & Dianne Dickinson HTCS Retired Shipmate - January 04, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

We are still dealing with my father's death. We all thank the calm professionalism of
Cook Family Funeral Home for smoothing out this time. My father was a fair and
honest man and touched many lives.

Chris Fox - January 03, 2009 at 12:00 AM

