Leah R. Wittekind
July 24, 1954 - March 24, 2019

Leah Regina Wittekind passed away peacefully at her home on Bainbridge Island on
March 24, 2019. She was born on July 24, 1954 in Hinsdale, Illinois to Sam and Barbara
Weinstein with 4 brothers: Dan, Fred, Larry and Tom Williams. Leah is survived by her
husband of 40 years, Mike Wittekind, their children Sam and Meg, as well as Sam’s wife,
Stephanie, and two grandchildren, Norah and Luca.

Leah approached every aspect of her life with style, grace, and creativity. She was loving
and witty and had a phenomenal knack for instantly connecting with people through her
friendly and caring manner.

Leah met Mike at Hinsdale South High School in the Chicago area where they were good
friends. Leah attended Northern Illinois University where she focused on acting and
directing and then moved to Cincinnati for a short time. Right after moving back to the
Chicago area, Leah and Mike reconnected and they started dating, quickly became
engaged, and were married. They moved to Madison, Wisconsin and their son Sam was
born. After spending some time in California, they moved to Seattle where their daughter,
Meg, was born. The family relocated to Doylestown, Pennsylvania where the kids spent
most of their childhood years.

Over the years, Leah lived many places: Chicago, Cincinnati, Madison, Southern
California, Seattle, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, and Connecticut. In each place, Leah
created a warm home in her signature style and made many close friends along the way.
After years of travels, the Wittekind family found home on Bainbridge Island.

Leah was an incredible cook and had a keen interest in cookbooks, cooking shows, and
creating new dishes. She was a master at improvising in the kitchen and her family and

friends were the grateful beneficiaries who enjoyed her delicious creations – many were
“shooting star” dishes that existed one time only.

Leah was an avid reader and compiled the most diverse and colorful bookshelf over the
years which included works of fiction as well as non-fiction, with topics covering
gardening, art, cooking, architecture, fashion, style, biographies and politics. She loved to
play tennis.
She was a passionate gardener with an encyclopedic knowledge of plant varieties. At
each home Leah made, she found joy in creating her beautiful gardens and felt at peace
in nature.

Leah was engaged in the communities in which she lived. While living in Doylestown, she
played an active role in the local chapter of the League of Women Voters and she also
directed the children’s talent shows at the elementary school. While living on Bainbridge
Island, she helped organize book clubs and volunteered for the local library by using her
lovely and theatrical voice to create recordings of the local news for the blind.

Those who knew and loved Leah will always remember her warmth and effervescent
personality. Above all, she was fun, with a quick and sometimes mischievous sense of
humor and infectious laugh. She loved kids and they all thought she was the greatest.
Leah will be greatly missed by her family and friends.

A memorial gathering will take place at 4:00 PM on Sunday June 16, 2019 at the
Bainbridge Island Art Museum. The family asks in lieu of flowers that donations be made
to The Cholangiocarcinoma Foundation In Memory of Leah Wittekind.
http://cholangiocarcinomafoundation.org

Comments

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

susan arens - April 10 at 01:58 PM

“

“

So beautiful
zoila kendall - April 15 at 08:52 PM

I can only say that I am grateful to have known such an amazing person. Her quick
wit always surprised me- could never compete with it.
Rest up Leah, we will always remember your infectious smile. And we promise to try
and not give Mike any more headaches...

Elham - April 03 at 12:58 AM

“

Leah left lots of warm loving memories for "the other children" of Mike - Mike's
reports and colleagues at Amgen and BMS. The employees that took away many
hours of Mike (and sometimes gave him headaches).
Leah celebrated arrivals, departures and other milestones. She opened her own
home to us. I remember the lobster bisque soup she made (with puff pastry on top!!
Never in my life did I have something THIS good). I remember her singing. Her
reciting of poetry. The chat by the fireside. Thank you for showing your personal,
loving side to many of us!
Leah you are not only the wings beneath Mike's wings, but also ours. Thank you for
the warmth and support!!
You will always be in my heart!

Janet - April 02 at 10:25 PM

“

“

Brilliantly put Janet. Thank you for putting down the words that most of us want to say.
Elham - April 03 at 12:49 AM

Leah was a lovely, gracious lady and we admired her greatly. The world is less bright
without her.
Our thoughts and prayers are with her family.
Shawna & Eli

Shawna Tate - April 02 at 07:04 PM

“

4 files added to the tribute wall

Dave Wittekind - April 02 at 01:32 PM

“

I only met Leah a handful of times. She always made me feel welcome and
comfortable.
Much love to you Mike and your family.

Kelly Essmeier - April 02 at 09:04 AM

“

12 files added to the album Memories Album

Michael Wittekind - March 31 at 01:25 PM

“

I love you with all my heart.

Kelly

Kelly Williams-srejma - March 30 at 06:05 PM

