Melissa Ann Dawkins
December 19, 2010

passed away on Sunday, December 19, 2010 at her home on Bainbridge Island,
Washington. She was born on January 20, 1952 in Missoula, Montana to Harry T. and
Margretta Johnson. She was 58 years of age. Melissa worked as a school bus driver for
the Bainbridge Island School district for 11 years. She loved nothing more than to be in
her garden and spending time with her family, often watching movies. She loved and
cared for many animals during her life and was passionate about their care. She took
great pride in her home and was a wonderful decorator. Melissa was never afraid to tackle
home repairs and she thrived on always improving her home and garden. She enjoyed her
co-workers and the friendships she made while working with the school district. She was
proud of her bus driving abililities and enjoyed the time she spent with the school children.
Melissa is survived by her children Stephanie Viele of Bainbridge Island, WA, Chris
Dawkins of Long Beach, WA, Amanda Dawkins of Bainbridge Island, her mother
Margretta Johnson of Olympia, WA and siblings Chris Johnson of Portland, Oregon and
Becky Johnson of Olympia, WA. There are two grandchildren. She was preceded in death
by her husband Roland Dawkins and father Harry Johnson. Family and friends are
respectfully invited to attend the Reception/Celebration of Life on Sunday, January 9, 2011
from 2:00 pm -5:00 pm at The Tree House Cafe on Bainbridge Island, WA. Memorial
contributions can be made to the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle,
WA. Please sign the online Guest Book for the family.

Comments

“

Every now and then I try to find My old friend Amanda through facebook and this
Obituary for your mother popped up. I'm shocked and my heart is sadden. I
remember both your mother and father very well. Your mother kept a beautiful home
and her garden is forever etched in my mind. I myself am a avid gardner and often
try to fashion my garden like your mothers. I think of your family often and my heart
goes out to you all. May you find peace.

Christina Badger - March 29, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Chris, Amanda, and Stephanie:News of your mother's passing was a sad and
belated message, read too late to attend your memorial. I am sorry to have missed it.
I taught with your Dad at Blakely, and knew both your Mom and Dad through that
contact. Neither would have wanted to miss sharing your lives at so early an age, as
they were both proud and devoted parents. My heart goes out to you, and I hope you
will be able to remember how rich they made your lives, and our community, while
they were alive. With deepest sympathy,Susan Lange(formerly Susan Fowler)

Susan Lange - January 23, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Stephanie, Chris, Amanda,I'm so sorry to hear about the passing of your mom. I am
so glad that I got a chance to see her the day see came into the bank. I have such
great memories of her. She had such a gift for gardening and the yard and house
were always perfect. Reguards, Trudi Bartholomew

Trudi Bartholomew - January 21, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I'm so sorry to hear about your mom's passing. My thoughts and prayers are with all
of you.

Erica (Wilson) Elder - January 20, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Know that our thoughts and prayers are with you kids. It just seems like yesterday
your parents and us were young and chasing you guys around the neighborhood.
Love to all, Steve, Neita, Aaron & Casey Endresen (Eric Ave)

Steve & Neita Endresen - January 18, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Amanda,I am so sorry to hear of your mom's passing. I know you took such good
care of her and I hope that will help in the loss that you feel. I know that she was very
thoughtful and that the families appreciated her as she drove their children to and
from school. What a tough job. Not sure I could do that. Please call anytime. Love,
Julia Graves

Julia Graves - January 08, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Stephanie & Amanda, I am so sorry to hear about your mom. What a
courageous battle she fought. You provided such care and support throughout her
illness, as well through the difficult loss of your father. I know that she could not have
asked for a more loving family, or more beautiful daughters. We can only hope that
your parents are once more united and smiling down on the incredible family they
created.With deepest sympathy, to you and the rest of your family. Beth, Madison &
Chris

Beth Crittenden - January 07, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Stephanie, I was so sorry to read of your mother's death in the paper. I lost my father
a few years ago, and I know it is such a difficult time. I just wanted you to know that I
will be praying for you and your family. What a beautiful picture you chose for the
paper. Our family sends condolences to you and yours.

sheila klausen - January 07, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Chris, Amanda, Stephanie and grandkids, I was so sad to hear about Melissa. I
have such fond memories of living across the street from your lovely home. She
taught be so much about flowers and gardening. She was a good neighbor and
friend..... I am so sorry for your loss. She will be missed. You are all in our thoughts.

Jill and Brent Peterson - January 07, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Melissa was a woman of courage and grace. As a neighbor, I have always been able
to enjoy the beauty of the yard and landscaping Melissa took so much pride in
creating. How beautiful to watch her beautiful family work and play together. The past
several months have certainly been difficult but Melissa fought hard and with heart.
She will certainly be missed by all.

Carl and Marsha Lackey - January 06, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Our thoughts are with all of you.

Gabriel & Jacquelyn Wright - January 05, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

The world is richer because of Melissa. Her love and caring brightened so many
lives. She loved life, and created warmth and beauty in all she touched.
We will miss her. Melissa's son and daughters, and her grandchildren, remain a living
tribute.

Phil and Eleanor Wheeler - January 03, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I knew Melissa as a young wife and mother. Her bright smile and quick laughter
would add sparkle to any gathering. She moved through life with grace and
determination; having decided early that home and family would be the center of her
life. She also had a way of making you believe in her dreams but never could really
stop from worrying about how it would all work out. I think it all worked out just fine.It
is easy to think that someone will always be around and when they are gone, you
think why did I survive and they did not? There is no answer now but you have to
believe that in the end, it will all work out just fine. I am happy to have have known
Melissa and happy to have those memories; and hopefully added to her dreams.

Rand Howard - January 02, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Both your mom and dad were the most wonderful people. I remember all the time we
spent hanging out together and our dads working on houses together. I know no
words or feelings can ever replace them but may you know the peace and loving
thoughts of those whho cared for them deeply.

Jessica Snell (Howard) - January 01, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Stephanie and John, Amanda and family members,We are grateful to have
known your mother. Her sweet quiet presence in our lives was a gift. How proud and
thankful she must have been for your love, emotional and physical support and
encouragement through the difficult times of her life.
We are certain you brought her joy.You have experienced quite a journey in this life
losing your father and mother's presence so early. God doesn't promise bad things

won't happen but He does promise to be there. We hope that you are experiencing
His presence in your lives and are comforted by his promise of everlasting life and
the best family reunion ever!Our love and prayers for you and yours,Sue and Jim
Sue and Jim MacFarlane - December 31, 2010 at 12:00 AM

