Michiko Rose Amatatsu Noritake
October 11, 2016

“Michi”, quietly passed away on Oct 11th. She was born on Dec. 6, 1919 on Bainbridge
Island, WA. She was 96 years young. Michi learned to swim in the waters at the Head of
the Bay, harvested her papa’s strawberries, graduated from Bainbridge High School, spent
more than three years in internment camps during WWII at Manzanar and Minidoka, and
lived a full life on the island. Michi was a faithful, long-time member of the Rolling Bay
Presbyterian Church. She gained many friends through her bible studies group and
participation in church events. She loved people from all walks of life and was an
exemplary example of unconditional love. Her whole being was full of compassion,
kindness, and forgiveness. Her light, which shone so brightly, touched many souls, and
she was deeply loved. She was also a consummate entertainer and enjoyed putting
together feasts and making sure everyone had a good time.Michi was preceded in death
by her parents, Taka and Yoshiaki Amatatsu, husband Suyeo Noritake, and sister Yoneko
Elsie Amatatsu Iwasaki. She is survived by her sisters Kazuko Kay Amatatsu Nayematsu
and Iku Dorothy Amatatsu Watanabe; daughter Wendy Noritake, son Greg Noritake and
wife Leinette Noritake; granddaughters April Arthur (husband Jake Arthur) and Jamey
Noritake; great granddaughters Mariah Saxon and Milani Urrea.In lieu of flowers, please
send contributions to BIJAC (Bainbridge Island Japanese-American Community), P.O. Box
10449, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110.Family and friends are invited to Michi's memorial
service at the Rolling Bay Presbyterian Church on Saturday, October 29th, at 2 p.m.,
11042 Sunrise Dr NE, Bainbridge Island. Arrangements entrusted to Cook Family Funeral
Home.

Comments

“

Dear Wendy and Greg, I am sorry to hear about your mom's passing just a few days
after my mom's passing. I have some great memories about making schedules of
figure skating programs for our moms. Since I made them for my mom, it was easy to
send a copy to your mom. They both loved watching figure skating programs.Wendy,
I would love any photos you might have of mom! My email address is:
idarogers@yahoo.com

Ida Rogers - October 31, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolence to Wendy,Greg and family on their loss.Our family grew up knowing
Michi as a caring,loving personwith a smile that lit up the room.

Jack Horishige - October 18, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Michi was a part of our family's life in the 1980's and we appreciated her faithfulness,
quiet presence and sweet personality. I know she will be missed by all who knew and
loved her.

Molly and Don Mowat - October 13, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

With fondest memories of your mother and family, I send my condolences. I
remember her for teaching me so many things about life - for that I am very thankful
to have had her in my life at such a young age. Sharon (Jacobsen) Kennelly

Sharon (Jacobsen) Kennelly - October 13, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Greg, I am so very sorry for your loss. I met your mother only once, but always
remembered how lovely and gracious she was that day. You both are so fortunate to
have had one another.

Elaine - October 12, 2016 at 12:00 AM

