Paul Roger Rose
March 19, 2009

passed away Thursday, March 19, 2009 at the age of 82. Roger lived the last 4 years of
his life in Poulsbo Washington with his beloved wife of 57 years, Gwen. He was born in
Van Buren, Mo., September 30, 1926, the second son of Bill and Viola Rose. He was
preceded in death by his parents and older brother Aldon. Roger graduated from Kern
Union High School (Bakersfield, Ca) in 1944 and enlisted in the Navy in August of that
year, serving aboard the USS Alcor as a Radioman for the duration of WWII. He married
Gwen On September 7, 1951. They attended and graduated together from San Jose State
in 1955. He and Gwen built their dream home in Aptos, Ca. where they lived before
moving to Washington. Roger taught Middle School in San Jose for 31 years, retiring in
1988. Roger is survived by his wife; his niece Deni, her husband Ralph, her children
Rachel, Christopher, Amber and Anthony and her four grandchildren; his nephew Arnie,
his wife Setsuko, his children Alan and Krissy and his five grandchildren; Gwen’s family, all
locals from Bainbridge Island and Poulsbo; George McKinney, his wife Donna, his children
Jeff and Mike and their families; Nancy Key, her husband Jerry, her daughter Erin and her
family; Liz McKinney, her husband Bill Good, his children John and Shelly and their
families; his former student and close friend Becky Medrano, her husband David, her
children Roger, James and Jonathan and her five grandchildren, also survive
Roger.Family and friends are respectfully invited to attend the visitation on Saturday,
March 21, 2009 at Cook Family Funeral Home from 12 Noon to 2:00 PM, 163 Wyatt Way
NE on Bainbridge Island. The Memorial Service will follow at 4:00 PM at St. Barnabas
Episcopal Church, 1187 Wyatt Way on Bainbridge Island [Directions]. In lieu of flowers,
the family asked you to consider a donation to the National Parkinson’s Foundation.

Comments

“

Dear Gwen,Mr. Rose was my 7th grade teacher at Pala Middle School. I think I was
in his first class at Pala. He was one of the reasons I became a teacher. I used to be
in charge of the class when students left for religious education. I missed teaching
with him at George by one year. But, through the years, we had been able to keep in
touch at George staff reunions.Thank you,Gwen, for sending cards and emails
through the years. I'm so glad to see that you have been surrounded by family these
past 4 years. Love,Shirley Ota

Shirley Ota - April 19, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Mrs. Rose & Family,It saddens me deeply at the loss of Mr. Rose. He was my
8th grade core teacher when I was a student at Lee Mathson school in San Jose. Mr.
Rose was the BEST and kindest teacher I ever had. I was a real shy girl and Mr.
Rose always encouraged me to express myself and to always do my best. He helped
me accept the fact that I HAD to wear my glasses even though I hated them. I used
to get embarrassed when I was 'folder of the week' but he gave me the confidence to
believe in my self and my ability to succeed. To this day I too can recite the preamble
of the US constitution by memory thanks to him.Years later our paths crossed again
when I was substituting at Ocala Middle School in San Jose. I was very touched that
he remembered me. We had a very nice conversation and he wished me well. I'm 53
years old now and always had fond memories of Mr. Rose, he truly changed my life
by his kindness and caring. I'm so sorry for your loss. He will be deeply missed
because he touched so many lives and was greatly loved -- and I'm sure he knew
that.

Eve Martinez-Saizan - April 16, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

My Dear Gwen...I hope you remember me. You used to call me "Shelley from the
Deli." I worked at Breadstix Deli for about 8 years. I lost track of the two of you when
I left there in 1998. I just wanted to say how sorry I am for the loss of your wonderful
husband, Roger. I have such great memories of the two of you coming into the deli
with your huge smiles & great energy. As the years have passed, I've often
wondered about you two. It sounds like you were/are living a blessed life! My love to
you & your family...Shelley Morris (Grube)

Shelley Morris - April 15, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Mrs. Rose I was a student of your husband 1975-1976 at Joseph George
Middle school,he made sure I knew the constitution and the preamble, he had a
great impact on me because I never will forget the way he taught with alot of heart
and patiences which taught me that with patiences anything is possible. My BEST
TEACHER and MY BEST YEAR of middle school. My thoughts and prayers with you
and your family.
Sincerely,
Linda Balandra

Linda Balandra-Ojeda - April 15, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

Gwen, My thoughts are with you and your family. Take care, Beth Orr

Beth Orr - March 24, 2009 at 12:00 AM

“

Gwen, All my prayers and thoughts are with you.Mr. Rose was my favorite teacher
ever!! I have only good memories of all our wonderful times together. Thank you for
being such a special part of my life.Sincerly,Gloria Brooks

Gloria and Bill Brooks - March 21, 2009 at 12:00 AM

