Rachel Chouinard Hopkins
March 27, 2012

died peacefully at Fir Acres Home, Bainbridge Island, on March 27. She was 84. Born
January 12, 1928, in Lisbon, Maine, of French-Canadian descent, Rachel over the course
of her life worked as a secretary at Walt Disney Studios, ran the first group foster home for
teenage girls in San Mateo County, California, and volunteered as a docent at the
University of Alaska Fairbanks Museum. She was married for 30 years to the late David
M. Hopkins, a geologist and authority on the Bering Land Bridge. She is survived by three
sons, Vincent Stanley of Santa Barbara, Calif., Christopher Stanley of Bainbridge Island,
and Gregory Stanley of Vacaville, Calif.; two stepdaughters, Dana Hopkins of San
Francisco, Calif., and Chindi Peavey of San Leandro, Calif. eight grandchildren, a greatgrandson, her sister Doris Blackey of Chatsworth, Calif., and her brother Yvon Chouinard
of Ventura, Calif. Arrangements by Cook Family Funeral Home.

Comments

“

Dearest Rachel, I was thinking of you today and so I took a chance and Googled
your name and found your obituary. Why I went looking today, I can only attribute to
your strength of spirit. I am sorry and embarrassed that I haven't kept in close
contact, particularly after Dave passed, and now all I can say is that I've thought of
you often and thought often to send you a note but life has its demanding way of
pushing old friends to the back. It seems like yesterday that you and Dave and I sat
in your Fairbanks home talking about geology, anthropology, and of course politics. I
still remember the day I met you at the UAF theater, when a friend introduced me to
Dave and he looked at me and said, "you must be Oscar Kerttula's granddaughter!"
no one had ever made that connection before and my deep love for my grandfather
who had long before died was immediately transfered to you and Dave. I know you
are missed by your family, your strong ideals, your wise advice, your full face smile,
and your amazing intellect. May they know that you were loved by many and will not
be forgotten. I am deeply saddened by your passing from this world but am
comforted by having known how fully you lived life.I love you Rachel your spirit
remains with us always. Anna

Anna Kerttula de Echave - April 04, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

This is a sad day for me, to learn that Rachel has passed away. She frequently
welcomed me into her and David's home in Fairbanks while I was a graduate student
there in the early 1990s. Rachel was such a sweet and gentle person, a fine match
for David, and I miss them both.

Ted Goebel - April 04, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Rachel and Dave were our next door neighbors during our last few years in
Fairbanks, Alaska. Our boys, who were very young at the time, loved to visit the
Hopkins and pick rasberries in their front yard. We will always have very fond
memories of Dave and Rachel and all they meant to the University of Alaska and
Fairbanks community in general. They were truly generous and giving souls. Their
memories will live on with those of us who they befriended.

G. Richard Scott - April 04, 2012 at 12:00 AM

