Robert Joseph Burke, Sr.
November 15, 2014

aka Bob, passed away peacefully in his Bainbridge Island home, surrounded by his loving
family, on November 15, 2014.Bob led a remarkable life and leaves behind an amazing
legacy of friends and family that will miss him dearly.The life of Bob started way back on
March 7, 1946 in Connecticut. After excelling in sports at Hamden High School, Bob made
his way to Villanova where he ended up meeting the love of his life, Sherry. After
graduation, Bob was called to duty in the Army, where he became an officer and
eventually joined the Special Forces. He was extremely proud of his military service and
his tour of duty in Viet Nam as an infantry officer with the 1st Calvary Division (with
qualifications as a Paratrooper, Pathfinder, and Green Beret).Bob returned home safely
and while still in the service he went to law school and became an attorney. After ten
years of active duty, Bob concluded his career in the United States Army Reserves as a
Judge Advocate General, attaining the rank of Colonel – or as he proudly would croon,
“Full Bird”. In 1979, Bob and his family relocated to Bainbridge Island and he started work
at the Seattle law firm, Oles Morrison. He was the managing partner there for twenty years
and worked at the firm until his passing.As much as Bob loved his job, his amazing coworkers, and his friends - what always mattered most to him was his family. In times of joy
and sorrow, Bob was always a rock and could be counted on to give the best speeches,
the best advice, and the best hugs. He had incredible heart, strength, and intelligence that
will be sorely missed, but never forgotten.Bob is survived by: his wife Sherry; his sons Rob
(Bainbridge Island), Jeff (Seattle) and Tim (Bainbridge Island); his daughter Karen
(Bainbridge Island); his daughter-in-laws, Helen, Eliza and Lisa; his son-in-law Drew; his
granddaughters Maddie, Lila and Magnolia; his grandsons Hudson, Finn and Baby Boy
Burke. Collectively, even without the physical presence of our fearless leader, we are
known as TeamBob.The family requests that in lieu of flowers, that donations in Bob’s
honor be made to the Wounded Warrior Project. Donations can be made online at
www.woundedwarriorproject.org or by phone (855) 448-3997.A Celebration of Bob’s life
will be held at 2:30 PM, December 6th, at Grace Episcopal Church, 8595 NE Day Rd,
Bainbridge Island, WA. There will be an after-party at the same location. It’s casual dress
– because that’s the way Bob would want it.

Comments

“

I was one of the legal assistants that worked under Bob's direction (as well as Jim
Nagle's and Mike Schestopol's) during the LMITCO court case in 2003. Our tiny team
(by comparison with the opposing counsel) transformed a stark former dental office
into a living, breathing, fighting war room where David prepared to do battle against
Goliath, and this transformation was due in no small part to Bob's quiet and effective
leadership.Although I had no previous legal experience and was one of the lowest on
the totem pole, Bob always made me feel welcome and valued. He and I would chat
about my father's Vietnam service. Bob had a teasing nature that was never meanspirited, but was also a force to behold in front of Judge Winmill. Bob often spoke
proudly of his children and grandchildren. One night as we were decompressing from
a full day in court I was playing Van Morrison's 'Moondance' on my computer
speakers. He stopped by my desk and recalled fondly how the song had been
featured at one of his kids' weddings. I will miss Bob. My deepest sympathies to you
and I hope you have many good memories to sustain you until you meet him again.

cindy ogasawara - December 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I just happened to log on to the Internet today and look up Oles, Morrison. I worked
in the Law Firm from 1981 - 1984. Bob was one of very few there that were kind,
gracious, a family man as well as being very professional. I am sorry to hear of his
passing, may he rest in peace.

Chuck Swalley - November 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear SherryAlthough I didn't know Bob, I can see from everything here how much
love he created all around him. My heartfelt best wishes to you and your family.Mary
Stowell

Mary Stowell, Frank Stowell - November 28, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

over the years we have become separated, but never completely. He was my
Godfather and first cousin. I have the utmost respect for my brother. Sherrie and
family, My heart breaks for you, May "Team Bob" live on!I`ve been looking to relocate
to a new team, perhaps you have a spot on the bench for Uncle Frank? Love,
Francis R. Craft

Frank R. Craft - November 23, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Sherry and family. Our hearts are saddened at the passing of our neighbor and
friend. The sharing of our families growing and adventuring through the years has
always been so special.Wendy and Louie and family and Holly send our love to you
Sherry and to your wonderful family. We will be praying for all of you during this time
of loss and loneliness. We know that all the joys and memories of the fun the
BobTeam had will continue to fill you with peace and grace.

Joanne and Larry Bergen - November 23, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Bob was a friend of mine. Men our age have few real close friends, brothers really.
Bob was one of mine. I knew him early as we planned our way through law school;
we played chess and basketball, ate tacos, listened to dowops, and raised kids.
Later we planned our escape from the army together-how could we get a job? how
could we afford a house payment? how would we make our way to insure a good
future for our kids? Neither of us had fathers to help us out. He and I helped each
other. Mostly, his great friendship and great advise helped me. When I had medical
problems, a success or even a failure the first guy I would call would be Bob. He was
a standup guy; he made the best of a good life. I have known no one better. There is
a hole in my heart. I loved him dearly.

Richrd M. O'meara - November 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

