Robert Mike Jones Sr.
June 24, 2017

72, of Little Boston, was born on March 25, 1945 at Pyote Air Force Base, Texas to Lillian
Jones (Jackson) and Robert E. “Bob” Jones, and was called home on June 24, 2017 in
Poulsbo, Washington.He was a proud Port Gamble S’Klallam tribal member, and a
member of the Full Gospel Indian Shaker Church. Mike travelled far and wide with the
Shaker Church and the tribal canoe journeys. He made countless friends with his easy
laugh and charming personality.Mike’s childhood was spent surrounded by loving siblings
and many cousins at the family property of his beloved grandmother, Celia Jackson.Mike
carried with him the cultural teachings of his people, which he shared freely through the
tribal canoe journeys, including the 1989 Paddle to Seattle and the 1993 Journey to Bella
Bella. He soon became a staple of the tribal journeys, and a steadfast skipper of his tribe’s
canoe. He was a prayerful man, a cultural leader, and an avid friend to so many.He is
survived by his wife, lifelong companion, and best friend Barbara; children, Mike Jr. &
Michelle Jones, John & Toni Jones, George Jones & Kelly, Brenda & Clint Anderson, and
Carl Sorenson; siblings Donna, Oliver, and Kevin; grandchildren Mike III, Anthony Sr.
(Hannah), Christopher, Brooke, Reuben (Jessie), Miranda (Brandon), Chelsea, Jocelyn,
Johnny, Phenix, Jeromy, Casey, Kaylee, Andrew, and Jacob; nephews and nieces; great
grandchildren Clara, Anthony Jr., Russell, Makinley, Jace, Mahayla, and Martin. He was
preceded in death by his parents, siblings Karen and Alan, daughters Rhonda and
NellieKim, and grandson James. They welcomed him home.A viewing is being held Friday
6/30/2017 from 1-2 p.m in the Port Gamble tribal gym; services will follow at 2 p.m. The
family invites you to stay for dinner directly following the services.

Comments

“

Dear Loved Ones of Mike,I am deeply saddened to hear of Mike's passing. I feel
blessed to have known him. Mike was a gift to his family and his community. He was
a bridge between cultures. It was always a joy to see him, to talk to him, to hear him
sing. I will not forget him. I'm proud to call him a friend. You are all in my heart.With
love and affection,Barbie Brooking

Barbie Brooking - July 03, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

I was so sad to hear of Mike&#8217;s passing. He was a key ingredient in the
negotiation of Port Gamble&#8217;s successful and trend-setting Self-Governance
agreements. These agreements have generated many millions of dollars with which
to acquire the buildings and programs that have helped the Tribe to advance to be
one of the most successful in the US. As a result, each Tribal member receives topof-line health care and quality social services that treat each person with care,
courtesy and respect. Many years ago, I accompanied Mike to the offices of Senator
Cantwell in Washington, DC and watched him demand the immediate release of
funds to finance the construction of a modern, well-equipped Dental Clinic. Few
realize that up to that time, the Tribe had lacked any dental care at all for nearly six
months and the existing &#8220;facility&#8221; was located in a dismal trailer near
the store.We returned to Little Boston and within two weeks the Federal government
heeded his demands and forwarded the funds needed to begin construction. This
was typical of his drive and dedication to the S&#8217;Klallam people and only a
small example of the impact he had on the lives of all his friends and family. He was
a fearless advocate for &#8220;The Strong People&#8221;.My heart goes out to
Barbara and all who respected the quality individual that he was. He was someone at
the Tribe for whom I had the ultimate respect. His loss will be felt by all who love the
dignity and strength of the S&#8217;Klallam people. I will truly miss his big smile and
huge talent.

Gregory A Anderson - July 01, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

We were so sorry to hear about Mike Sr. I still have the Canoe journey map he gave
us. Your family is in our thoughts and prayers. The Murray's- Steve,Sheila & Kaleb

Steve Murray - July 01, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Loved watching and cheering on all "his" kids while they where playing baseball.
Always quick with a smile,and always a positive influence on the players the coaches
and the fans, regardless which dugout you supported. Thanks for being in my life
Mike. I will miss you.

J.W. "Jack" Nannery - June 30, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers from our family to yours.Brent, Jeanna, Jacquelyn & Kasey
Stenman

Brent Stenman - June 28, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

My sister (Amber)and I(Holly) are so sorry for your loss. We lived next door to the
family in 1959-1962. Lillian, Bob and all the kids were good neighbors. We were the
Lindstrom's back then.

Holly Light - June 28, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

I will miss grandpa so much. He was one of the first to call me Mrs. Jones and it was
an honor to be so called. He made it clear he was proud to have me in his family and
always had a kiss, hug and a smile waiting for me and so many others. My skipper,
my teacher, and the best great-grandpa my kids could hope for. I know he's a peace,
but my heart is broken for all of us.

Hannah Jones - June 28, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

My husband, Ted Moran, and I are so sorry for the loss of Mike. Our thoughts and
prayers are with the family.

Deborah Moran - June 28, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you for teaching me so much and being a part of my life. You will be missed.

Miles Hicks - June 27, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Condolences to family and friend's of Mike Jones. Rest In Peace! Love you all!
Treddie

Linda (Treddie) Trettevick - June 27, 2017 at 12:00 AM

