Robert A. Pierce
August 1, 2010

passed away Sunday August 1st at the age of ninety. He was comfortable and in the
company of family and friends at the Kitsap Hospice. Bob was born in Seattle and raised a
farmer near Prosser, WA. He joined the Navy at a young age, saw much of the world, and
served in both Atlantic and Pacific theaters during World War Two as a gunners mate. In
peacetime he remained at sea as an able bodied seaman and ships carpenter. He retired
to Bainbridge Island and enjoyed gardening, canoeing, kayaking and membership in the
Sportsman's Club. Many may remember Bob trekking around Bainbridge and Seattle
regularly with his backpack and walking stick. He was an avid reader and regular patron of
the library, an amateur naturalist and provider of habitat to wild birds, and a keen observer
of human nature. He is survived by a daughter, son, sister, brother, four grandchildren and
numerous nieces and nephews. A memorial Mass will be held at St Cecilia's Catholic
Church where he was a member Friday August 20th at 11AM. An informal gathering to
share memories of Bob's life will be held at the Bainbridge Senior Center from 4:30 to 6
PM.

Comments

“

Dear Bob Pierce Family,What a privilege to know Bob! I first noticed him as a hiker
on the streets of Winslow, an activity I admired in him and which undoubtedly
contributed to his longevity, clarity of mind and good spirit. I gave him rides up the hill
to the Library a few times, mostly in bad weather. He was a fixture at the Library,
often reading all the newspapers of the day and staying abreast of the world. I
enjoyed speaking with him and hearing what was on his mind - a quality, thoughtful
and compassionate person. It was a pleasant surprise when I saw his familiar face in
the audience at our Choir's annual performance in Ballard at the Hiram Chittendan
Locks Park. He attended and enjoyed visiting his daughter there. In following years,
he drove with me to the concerts from the Island and I got to know him better. It was
during one of these trips that he told me of his having gone ashore at Nagasaki,
Japan, very soon after the atomic bombing. This had the most profound effect on his
life and politics. He had no use for those who beat the drum of war as a solution to
any of the world's problems. He respected people no matter what their enthnicity or
country. He was quite happy to hear that our choir had gone to japan on tour and that
my wife and i had been able to make a trip to Hiroshima and the memorial museum
there.On one ferry boat ride, I introduced him to Congressman Jay Inslee. I told Jay
of Bob's Navy experience and introduced them. I left them to share conversations as
Bob and I had. They enjoyed the whole ferry crossing and I suspect would have
enjoyed a round trip or two. Bob was the real deal - had lived history as well as being
well-read. It was a privilege to share Bob's experiences and his view of the world. I
miss my friend and carry his memory close to my heart - a grand human being.I only
wish his story could have been shared more widely.If his daughters read this, I hope
they will call me.

Gerald Elfendahl - August 31, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Bob Pierce Family,What a privilege to know Bob! I first noticed him as a hiker
on the streets of Winslow, an activity I admired in him and which undoubtedly
contributed to his longevity, clarity of mind and good spirit. I gave him rides up the hill
to the Library a few times, mostly in bad weather. He was a fixture at the Library,
often reading all the newspapers of the day and staying abreast of the world. I
enjoyed speaking with him and hearing what was on his mind - a quality, thoughtful
and compassionate person. It was a pleasant surprise when I saw his familiar face in
the audience at our Choir's annual performance in Ballard at the Hiram Chittendan
Locks Park. He attended and enjoyed visiting his daughter there. In following years,
he drove with me to the concerts from the Island and I got to know him better. It was
during one of these trips that he told me of his having gone ashore at Nagasaki,
Japan, very soon after the atomic bombing. This had the most profound effect on his
life and politics. He had no use for those who beat the drum of war as a solution to
any of the world's problems. He respected people no matter what their enthnicity or
country. He was quite happy to hear that our choir had gone to Japan on tour and
that my wife and i had been able to make a trip to Hiroshima and the memorial
museum there.On one ferry boat ride, I introduced him to Congressman Jay Inslee. I

told Jay of Bob's Navy experience and introduced them. I left them to share
conversations as Bob and I had. They enjoyed the whole ferry crossing and I suspect
would have enjoyed a round trip or two. Bob was the real deal - had lived history as
well as being well-read. It was a privilege to share Bob's experiences and his view of
the world. I miss my friend and carry his memory close to my heart - a grand human
being.I only wish his story could have been shared more widely.If his daughters read
this, I hope they will call me.
Gerald Elfendahl - August 31, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

As an employee of KRL, I was privileged to be acquainted with Mr. Pierce. We
always kidded each other; he had a wonderful smile and twinkle. He is missed.

Linda Heys - August 19, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Bob and I have been friends for years and he will be missed. Bob has been a mentor
to me, always having a positive attitude and appreciating life. Bob always had
something kind to say. I remember Bob giving me encouragement whenever he saw
me when I was bike riding. I also recall his regular visits to the library which I
admired.

Richard Saunders - August 17, 2010 at 12:00 AM

