Russell Knudsen
November 11, 2008

passed away peacefully November 11, 2008, at age 86, with family at his side. He was
born July 6, 1922, in Omaha, Nebraska, to Aksel and Emma Knudsen. He was a proud
Dane. Following his service in the U.S. Navy, marriage to Charolette Hester in 1945, and
graduation from Iowa State University in 1947, he moved his young family to the
Northwest and began a long career at Boeing Company as an aeronautical engineer. In
1956 he moved his growing family to a rambling beach home in Westwood on Bainbridge
Island, which has since remained the family home.Russell served proudly as an officer in
the U. S. Navy during WWII aboard the aircraft carriers Hornet and Yorktown in the Pacific
theater. Completing active service, he remained a reserve officer until 1974 when he
retired having achieved the rank of Captain. He served his country with distinction and
great dedication, inspiring several of his sons to military service.He joined the Boeing
Company in 1947 and had a long and successful career as an aeronautical engineer,
responsible for conducting the wind tunnel testing and development of subsonic and
supersonic aircraft. He retired in 1986.Russell’s greatest love was his family. He and
Charolette parented nine children and provided tirelessly and generously for their
upbringing in Westwood. Moving to Bainbridge in 1956, they brought with them their six
sons, then aged 1 to 10 years old. Soon another son and two daughters were born on the
island and they raised their family living on the western shore of Bainbridge at the end of
Crystal Springs Road. He has been surrounded and loved by his children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren throughout his life.He loved the outdoors and having grown up in
Omaha, took full advantage of the recreation opportunities of the Northwest. He became
an accomplished skier, mountain climber, kayaker, sailor and general outdoorsman,
inspiring all of his children to love and enjoy the outdoor life. He traveled extensively
throughout his life and always found outdoor adventures to pursue in places he visited in
the continental United States, Alaska, Hawaii, Mexico and Europe. He was a lifetime
serious swimmer, competing in the Masters Swimmer’s program into his 80’s.Russell is
survived by son James (Carole) of Minneapolis, son William (Leslie) of Bellingham, son
John (Nancy) of Denver, son Timothy (Chris) of La Paz Mexico, son Mark (Sarah) of
Bainbridge Island, son Stephen (Judy) of Port Ludlow, daughter Mary Knighton (Kirk) of
Suquamish, daughter Karen Walker (John) of Bainbridge Island, 16 grandchildren and 4

great grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his beloved wife Charolette, his son
Thomas Peter and granddaughter Anna.Russell was a man of deep religious convictions
and was active in Bethany Lutheran and Port Madison Lutheran Churches throughout his
adult life. His life was one of great inspiration through quiet leadership and teaching by
example to all those he met and touched. Family and friends are respectfully invited to
attend the visitation on Friday, November 14, from 5-7 PM at the funeral home (Map) and
attend the funeral service on Saturday, November 15 at 2:30 PM at the Port Madison
Lutheran Church on Bainbridge Island, Washington. Interment will take place at Kane
Cemetery.Memorial donations can be made to the Port Madison Lutheran Church.

Comments

“

To Bill,Jim,John,Tim,Mark,Steve,Mary,Karen and family,My condolence to all of you
on your dad passing. Russell was always very kind and caring when I'd come to the
family home.He is just a great man. I will always remember Russell.

Jack Horishige - December 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

One of my fondest memories of Russ was of him shoveling out the draining ditches
on Crystal Springs up around the bus turnaround. He'd be wearing his rain slicker in
the torrential downpour, making sure that the water didn't cause any damage. He
offered such kind support when our son passed away. Even when his physical
disabilities increased, he always had a huge grin and an upbeat story to tell. I was so
fortunate to have been a neighbor for for 15 years. You are all in my thoughts and
prayers.

Ardel Frick - November 24, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

I remember fondly the days that you were part of my car pool to Boeing and your
friendship after your retirement. Your upbeat humor and enjoyment of life were
always deeply appreciated. May you rest in peace.Don LiewerLynden, WA

Don Liewer - November 21, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Karen and John and extended family.We were saddened to hear of your
father's passing. It seems he had it all and enjoyed life to the fullest. Please know we
are thinking of all of you and we are sorry we couldn't get to the west coast to be with
you.With sympathy,Karen and Rod

Karen and Rod Bate - November 20, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

I will remember Russ as our neighbor in a huge house with a welcoming open door.
The Puget Sound was his and his family's playground, and I remember the bugle that
called the kids home for dinner. My husband will remember Russ as part of Port
Madison Lutheran Church, the faithful member who powered his way to the altar for
communion in his bermuda shorts. My children will remember Russ for the church
play structure that will be dedicated in his name. I am sorry that I missed the fiery
Viking boat send off, that sounded like a sight to behold!

Sherri Egashira, Doug, Akio & Miya Hansen - November 20, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Knudsens and families,We were sorry to read about the passing of your Dad,
father-in-law and grandfather! May all of your fondest memories over the years
sustain you during this difficult time. Peace will come.Sincerely,Randi and John
Wilson

Randi & John Wilson - November 19, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Family of Russ Knutzen,What a privilege it was for me to be present at Russ's
Celebration and Funderal Service last Saturday. It brought back memories of our first
acquaintance with Russ and Charlotte when they lived in back of us at Zenith (now a
part of Des Moines. Russ would often walk through the woods with at least five of his
boys at that time, and come down through our place to our beach. What happy times
we shared with them! And I appreciated so much the privilege of having Russ in the
Monday eve. Bible Study at the McGonagle Law Office on Bainbridge Island. Russ
always had good questions which he gleaned from a Hebrew translation of the
Scriptures. Russ was always a good friend who enriched my life! Psalm 17.15 was
the verse I entered in the Funeral Gues Bk."As for me I shall behold Thy face in
righteousness; I shall be satisfied when I awake with Thy likeness!" What a joyful
prospect lies ahead." (Jim, I was sorry not to have opportunity of greeting you at the
Funeral, but I had to leave after the Service. Glad to hear that your grandson is in
Medical School! With love and fond remembrances, Dr. Dan

Daniel T. Hayden - November 18, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Dear Russ you were always surrounded by those you loved and loved you
bringing much joy and many smiles now rest in peace my friend with those you love
and loved you. You will be very missed.

Lori Tollefsen - November 17, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

I have fond memories of your father offering his home and beautiful beach to all of us
teenagers for Sunday afternoon Luther League gatherings. My husband got to know
him at the pool. He was such a great guy!

Mitzi (Huff) Stern - November 16, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

We were not able to attend the services, but we saw the boat. How appropriate, and
how moving it was for us. We saw Russ swimming by past our house, slowly,
serenely, down the shoreline. It is one of our first memories of him when we moved
to Crystal Springs. Russ was an icon for us of a gentler, more neighborly era when
people lent each other a hand on a daily basis. How lucky we were to have known
him. My God keep him safe and give him the peace he so greatly deserves.

John and Tantsie Eddy - November 16, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Mr Knudsen was a favorite customer of mine at Eagle Harbor Books. We
sharedmidwestern roots and a love of bargain books! I will miss his friendship and
ready smile.

Mary Gleysteen - November 14, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolences go out to the Knudsen family. May you all forever have an angel
watching over you, and may Russ fly high with peace, happiness, and the company
of his beloved.

Tiffany S. Blossom - November 14, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

I love you, Russ. I will miss you so much.Much love to Charlotte, Tom, Anna and your
folks.xoxox

Ann Aoki Becker - November 14, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Hey Russ, it's Con, Conor Boyce. I had the distinct HONOR and Pleasure of
knowing, and living so close to you, no matter what I don't recall ever hearing you
complain. You showed, and taught me many things I will charish and share with
other's forever. Russ you were a true gentleman, and a scholar. I will always admire
you SIR. Rest peacefully friend, oh yeah say hi to Missy for us...Love,Con Boyce
(Conor Thomas Boyce)Love and regaurds from All the Boyce's

Conor Boyce - November 13, 2008 at 12:00 AM

