Thomas Earl Nelson
July 20, 2010

passed away on Tuesday, July 20, 2010 at Harborview Medical Center in
Seattle,Washington. He was born on April 5, 1926 in Chicago, Illinois to Anton and Rose
Nelson. He was 84 years of age.Tom moved to Bainbridge Island in 1940 and graduated
from Bainbridge High School in 1944. He attended the University of Washington. During
his career, Tom worked as a printer for the Seattle Post Intelligencer and The Seattle
Times. He was a veteran of World War II with the U.S. Army and the Marine Corps and
was honorably discharged from both. He was a member of the Bainbridge Island
Sportsman Club, Bainbridge Island Pee Wee Football Assoc., Knights of Columbus,
Legion of Mary and the Printers Typographical Union. He was also a member of the
Coffee Club of Rollingbay, a group of men he thought very highly of. As a youngman, Tom
worked as a logger in the woods of the Olympic Peninsula, Greys Harbor and Bainbridge
Island. This love of woodcutting continued throughout his life. In his retirement, Tom would
at times cut up to three cords of wood a week. He was very proud of his family. He was an
avid sports fan, football being his favorite sport. Reading was also a passion and he
maintained an extensive library. He read four newspapers a day and always had an
opinion about current events and politics. The way to his heart was listening to "Ole Blue
Eyes", Frank Sinatra. Frank was apart of any family function. Tom is survived by his
beloved wife Mary Medalia Nelson of Bainbridge Island, children; Thomas E. Nelson Jr.
(Carol) of Woodinville, WA, Michael Nelson (Cheryl) of Bainbridge Island, Mary Ann
Nelson Calles (Adolfo) of Los Angeles, CA, Gregory Nelson (Anita) of St. Charles, Illinois,
Paul Nelson (Jennifer) of San Clemente, CA, William Nelson of Bainbridge Island, Joan
Nelson Lockyear (Tom) of Poulsbo, WA and his dear grandchildren; Ryan, Angela, Robby,
Andrew, Matthew, Peter, Julia, Fito, Christopher, Kyle, Samuel, Katelyn and Tommy.
Family and friends are respectfully invited to attend the visitation on Saturday, August 7,
2010 from 9:30-10:30 AM, followed by the Recitation of The Rosary at 10:30 AM and The
Mass of Christian Burial at 11:00 AM all at St. Cecilia Catholic Church on Bainbridge
Island. Interment will be private. A reception will follow at Edna's Beach Cafe, 4738
Lynwood Center Rd NE, Bainbridge Island, WA 98110.Memorial contributions can be
made to St. Cecilia Catholic Church, The Seattle Children's Hospital/Uncompensated
Care Fund or The University of Washington Foundation- c/o - Neurological Surgery

Discreationary Fund, 815 Mercer Street, C-5, Box 358045, Seattle, WA 98195.

Comments

“

My dearest Medal,It's been six months, yet sometimes it feels like only yesterday that
Tom passed from this world. He had such zest for life. I think of you and your family
every day and hope for healing that only time can bring. He was a good husband,
father and friend. Love,Barbara Ann

Barbara Ann - January 20, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

I just learned of Tom's passing and my thoughts and prayers are with the family. As a
childhood friend and neighbor of Tom and Mary's daughter, Mary Ann, I always
remember a smile and a wave from Tom when I stopped by to play or rode my bike
past their Wing Point home. Usually in a plaid flannel shirt and ALWAYS chopping
wood, I remember wondering whether or not he ever stopped to eat or sleep. I lost
my dad in 2007 and my mom last year, and have been thinking a lot about my
childhood on Wing Point and my second families...the best neighbors any kid could
grow up with. Again, my prayers go out to each and every one of you. Your husband,
father and grandfather was wonderful role model, the kind of man anyone would be
proud to say they knew.

Mary Reynolds Hart - September 07, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

As close friends of Joan, Tom, Katelyn and Tommy, we were saddened to hear of
your loss. We know from meeting various of Joan's family members what an
incredibly family you have and we share in your grief. We know his legacy will live on
in all of you. You have our deepest condolences.

Amy Weissman & Pat Martin - August 09, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Though I didn't know Thomas well first hand, I knew him quite well through his
wonderful wife, Mary, and his daughter Joannie, whom I've known for nearly 20
years. I know he was an amazing person because his children are so wonderful and
the sense of family they share is priceless.I extend my deepest condolescence to the
entire family and especially to his life love, Mary.

kim leatham - August 08, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Mary & Family,We send you our love & best wishes. It is an honor & a privlege
to be a small part of your extended family & to have known Tom. The love he
extended to us in so many ways was deeply felt. Our lives are richer for having
known him.Love to all of you,Rod & Colleen Dyke

Colleen Dyke - August 07, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

To you all- Our thoughts and prayers are with the entire family. We have fond
memories of Tom digging many, many buckets of clams from our beach at Point
White. He will certainly be missed. Most sincerely, Carol & Bill Barrow

Carol Barrow - August 06, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Mary,We wish to extend our deepest sympathy to you and your family,and are
saddened to learn of Tom's passing.There are many wonderful Nelson family stories,
so we trustthat precious memories will help sustain you.Our prayers and thoughts
are with you, and with Bill, Mike,Matt, and the entire family.Tom and Sally Wilder

Tom and Sally Wilder - August 06, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“
“

Brent Minster - August 06, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Dearest Mary and family,Larry and I want to extend our deepest condolences to you
and your beloved children and grandchildren. Your marriage and family are a true
testimony to a wonderful life filled with precious memories. Please know you are
loved..With sympathy,Larry, Kitt, Rebecca, Patrick, Jonathan and Haley Mathisen

Catherine M. Mathisen - August 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

dear mary & family, It was a pleasure knowing tom. he was always fun to be
around,he brought joy to our lives with his smile and stories. we will miss him. our
prayers are with you. jim & angie anderson

angie anderson - August 01, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Thinking of you and your family...Chris and Erin Collins

Chris and Erin Collins - July 31, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Mary, Bill, Mike, wonderful family and Rolling Bay coffee gang,How blessed we
were to get to know Tom better in our efforts to restore Camp Major Hopkins just up
the road from Tom. Had it not been for Tom, that old log hall would not have been
around to be saved in the first place. He and his buddies restored the cabin in the
early 1980's. His visits to the cabin were always an inspiration to those learning the
woodcraft arts and restoring it in recent years. Tom loved log buildings and had
studied the craftsmanship years before. His visits to the cabin during restoration were
treasured moments and we have a photo or two of them around here. I hope he was
able to see the cabin as its restoration neared completion. I hear the Park District is
planning a grand opening on August 28, perhaps. We all stand upon his shoulders. It
was a joy and privilege to share his stories on "the long, long trail awinding into the
land of my dreams" and his memory and positive spirit! Thanks, Tom!

Gerald Elfendahl - July 30, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Mary and Nelson family,My sincere condolences to all of you. Mary, you may
not remember me, but I worked with you at Winslow Clinic (when it was called that)
and I worked in the laboratory. My prayers are with you and your family.

Karyn Cott - July 30, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I grew up on Bainbridge, and played with the older of the Nelson children. Tom and
Mary's son Greg was supposedly named after my father. I loved visiting the Nelson
household. There was always lots going on there. We used to have a laugh at our
house when we complained about our dinner meat being tough. My father would say
"if it's that tough, we can go get Tom's chainsaw to cut it up". Some things you never
forget. I remember him a kind man and I'm sure he lived a wonderful life. May God
Bless Tom and his wonderful wife and children.

Lynda Vandell Purvis - July 30, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Mary and familyWe send our heartfelt condolences to you all during this difficult time.
Seeing the pictures that were posted brought back so many memories of Mr. Nelson
as I had the fortunate circumstances of growing up with Joanie and having Mary as
my second mom. When I told Dad the first thing he said was "Tom was a hard worker

and had a strong constitution" and that is so true.Your in our prayers every day and
please if there is anything we can do please let us know.
The Stanley Family - Jim, Kim, Sherry, Kelly - July 29, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Tom was a true gentleman, interested in everything, loving, generous, and the
patriarch of a great family. He will be profoundly missed. Our deepest condolances
and love to Mary and all of the Nelson family.

Priscilla and Tom Haggar - July 28, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Tom was the consummate Bainbridge Islander. He and his family were an integral
part of our lives on the island. We went to school with his kids, Mary is our primary
memory of the old Winslow Clinic and there was our interaction with the entire family
as we grew into adulthood.Louise and I send our most sincere condolences. Our
thoughts and prayers are with you always.

Pinky and Louise McNulty - July 28, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

My dear family, you are all so important at this time. Tom was a wonderful father to
seven unbelievable children. I am so lucky to have had him as my father-in-law for 16
years. I am also so blessed to have him as the grandfather to Katelyn and Tommy.
Nelsons...I love you all very much.

Tom Lockyear - July 23, 2010 at 12:00 AM

