William L. Coleman
December 16, 2012

passed away on Sunday, December 16, 2012 at Harrison Hospital in Bremerton,
Washington. He was born on June 8, 1948 in Seattle, Washington and was 64 years of
age.William was a resident of Bainbridge Island and in 1966 graduated from Bainbridge
High School. He later attended Western Washington State College. William was a US
Army veteran. He worked in broadcasting as a DJ, operations , manager and general
manager from 1971-1998. He also worked in public relations in the nursing home industry
from 2000-2008.William was a published author of "Oscar: A Cat's Tale". Throughout his
life Bill had many passions and hobbies. First and foremost was his love for music and
radio. Most of his career was spent in the broadcasting industry. Bill also enjoyed the
outdoors. Camping and fishing was a big part of his life, a passion passed to him from his
parents then shared with his children. His thirst for knowledge and growth never ended.
He went back to college and earned his bachelors degree at the age of 51.William is
survived by his children; Richard Coleman of Keizer, Oregon and Michelle Coleman of
Kent, WA. He also leaves behind his mother Freda L. Coleman of Bainbridge Island and
granddaughter's Mikayla and Miranda Coleman of Keizer, Oregon. He was preceded in
death by his father Richard L. Coleman and his wife Nancy J. Coleman. Family and
friends are respectfully invited to attend the Memorial Service celebrating his life on
Saturday, January 26, 2013 at 2:00 PM at Eagle Harbor Congregational Church , 105
Winslow Way West on Bainbridge Island. A reception will follow. Memorial contributions
can be made to The American Heart or Stroke Association.Please sign the online Guest
Book for the family.

Comments

“

I am so saddened to hear of Bill 's passing. We were classmates at Western and I
can remember a few heated discussions politically. I am to the left and Bill was
slightly to the right. That being said I respected the heck out of him. BILL, you were a
worthy adversary and will be missed. My thoughts are with your family and friends. I
am so impressed with all your accomplishments and and I am eager to check out
your book!

Cindy Burke - January 11, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Bill was a wonderful, fun-loving person who loved his family and his Lord. He was
creative as noted in his writings. He will be missed but remembered with love. He
was a person one could feel immediately at home with. To know Bill was to love him
and enjoy his love of life right along with him. I will always be grateful for the way he
stayed in touch with me and was always complimentary and uplifting in his outlook
on life.I am sorry he did not get to come back to visit, but we had wonderful
conversations and shared thoughts the last several years of is life. At this point, I'm
grateful for the memories.Eula Armstrong

Eula Armstrong - January 10, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Bill and I were pretty good buds and played football at BHS and did things togather
to have fun

Chuck Hoodenpyle - January 10, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

I'm saddened to learn of Bill's passing. Bill and I are classmates and walked together
at WWU to receive our Bachelor of Arts degrees in 2001. Bill age was 51 and I was
47. We spent two years getting to know each other as we took many classes that
were both challenging and challenged our way of thinking. Bill and I had plenty of
discussions regarding the things we were learning and how these things changed the
way we both looked at life. Those were two of the most important years of my life and
I feel Bill had similar feelings. Although we didn&#8217;t communicate often, we kept
in touch after graduation. A couple get togethers and we had lunch just after he left
the IRS job in Seattle. Most recently we exchanged a few emails regarding his book
and how he hoped to have another published. I remember when we were in school
him sharing having a book published as one of his goals. I really liked Bill. He had a
cool and confident smile, a kind and soft demeanor, and of course a great
conversational voice. One of the things Bill and I often laughed about was how
several of our classmates, despite being in classes together for two years, would still

call him by my name and me by his. I am very sorry to his family and friends for their
loss. Bill was to me a very cool guy and I&#8217;ll miss him as well. Sincerely,Jim
PondPS: I regret I will not be able to attend his memorial as I have an all-day class I
am committed to teach at Olympic College on that day.
Jim Pond - January 09, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

I am so glad I had the opportunity to see Bill not long before his rather unexpected
passing. He drove to Sequim, in November, to get a King Salmon that he planned to
smoke for his family. We were connected through our mutual fondness for fishing. It
was so nice to see him in person for the first time since we graduated from Western
Washington University in 2001. We talked about that he had realized his dream of
publishing a book "Oscar: A Cat's Tale". My husband and I gave a copy of this book,
which Bill had signed, to our children for Christmas this year. They both love it very
much. Bill was gifted with a wonderful voice. I loved doing group work with him, in
class, because he could really command attention from the audience when we were
giving a presentation. He also had a great sense of humor and I remember him
sharing his fondness for "Dilbert" cartoons. I thought he was brave to be one of a few
men in our university cohort that was mostly comprised of liberal-minded women. I
have learned a lot from Bill. He will be remembered by many as being a very kind
man who had a passion for making the world a better place.I wish his family peace
and comfort.

Karla Richardson - January 09, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

God Bless you Mr. Coleman. And God Bless the Coleman family. You are in my
prayers.

Nicole Flores - January 08, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

I'm so sorry to hear that Bill's gone from this earth, but I know he's looking down from
the "good seats" up above and celebrating the success his beloved Seahawks are
having. And that smile, I had the pleasure of working and laughing with Bill many
years ago at KVAN-AM in Vancouver and this photo of him is exactly how everyone
should remember him ... oh, and the sight of him dancing down the street when we
were representing the station in a parade and playing Country music. Rest in peace,
my friend, you were a gentleman and a gentle man.

Bill Johnstone - January 08, 2013 at 12:00 AM

“

Fern and Family,Louise and I were sorry to hear of Bill's passing. He has had many
health issues recently, but survived long enough to see the publishing of his book. As
long-time neighbors in the Ericksen Avenue community, we have fond memories of
growing up next door. Please accept our most sincere condolences.

Pinky and Louise McNulty - December 23, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

It sounded like Bill was getting stronger so I was sad to hear he's passed. Bill would
come by our house at Pleasant Beach and practice "Yellow Bird" on his guitar
preparing for our Junior High talent show. My Mom Rachel, was a real fan which I
think inspired him to practice hard!Bill loved football and he and I took up space on
the defensive line - and he may have played offense as well - formidable?It's great
Bill published a book so we'll have to look for it.

Tom Croker - December 23, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

you should all be proud of the man bill became and was . i will remember my
classmate and friend always . rip bill

russ melson - December 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I knew Bill in highschool, and always found him to be a gentle and happy intelligent
friend. He will be missed by many. I look forward to ordering his book and sharing it
with children in my life. God bless Bill's soul, and may your entire family find peace in
the wonderful memories you must share.

MaryAnn Faubion Kohl - December 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

To All of Bill's family my deepest sympathy. Bill was a good freind and I would not be
here today if it were not for Bill's heroic effort on 12-8-1966.

Mike Sawyer - December 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Fern, Rich, Michelle and family,I am very shocked and saddened to learn about
Bill's passing! He has always been a special friend and classmate. All of his friends,
family and classmates were so happy when his book got published! We were so
proud of him!He has been through a lot healthwise. Losing his Nancy was so very

difficult as well.I am so glad to have had him as a friend for many, many years. May
he rest in peace.May your memories help keep you strong during this very difficult
time. Peace will come in time.Love to all of you,Randi and John Wilson
Randi Wilson - December 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dearest Fern and family,I am so saddend of the news of Bill's passing. It is such a
shock to me and many others who knew him so well. Our families have been
connected for many many years. Bill was a sweet man with a compassionate heart
and a good sense of humor. One of his many dreams did come true, with the
publishing of his "Oscar the Cat" book. If it wasn't for Bill and Captain Henshaw
neither Mike or I would be here today...nor would our children or grandchildren. I will
always be connected to Bill, always. He is a hero, not only for me, but also for
many.He was truly loved and a wonderful man. In our hearts, forever. My prayers and
good thoughts go out to you Fern and the family......

Susan Ericksen - December 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

