Arlene “Daisy” Hobbs
February 19, 2015

passed away peacefully on February 19, 2015, surrounded by the love of her family, with
the vision of her cherished Tahoma in the distance. She was born on August 13, 1920 and
was 94 years of age.The man who would become her husband wasn't intended to be her
date that night. But beneath a starry sky, as the UC Berkeley co-eds rode the ferry across
the bay to San Francisco, it was love at first sight. He proposed to her under the campus
campanile that spring semester before he graduated.Sam Hobbs had affectionately given
Arlene the nickname “Daisy,” and over the years everyone came to call her by this name.
They married in 1940, and having raised their family together in Southern California,
moved to Bainbridge Island in 1973 after Daisy accepted a role as a Special Education
teacher at Wilkes Elementary.After Sam’s death in 1983, Daisy adopted an independent
life focused on learning, education, service and the exploration of her spiritual journey.
Friends will be tickled to know that, even in her final moments, she was still debating the
concepts of fate and destiny.A cherished community member on the island, Daisy taught
ESL to local families, opened her home to weekly drumming circle and tai chi groups, and
read people’s astrology charts. She was a passionate supporter of environmental causes
and the Bainbridge Island Land Trust, was an avid knitter for charity, and volunteered with
Helpline House, The Bloedel Reserve and other island programs.In her 94 years she
raised four wonderful children (Dave, Larry, Marilyn and Jim Hobbs). She is survived by
each of them, their spouses whom she called her daughters, nine grandchildren, and nine
great grandchildren (and counting!). The family would like to give special thanks to Daisy’s
amazing caregiving team (Barb, Carol, Debby, Eva, Fiona, Jan, Jill, Joanne and Nancy)
and neighbors (Janice and Monty) who provided heart-felt support while she was at home
over these past two years.A memorial gathering is planned for early spring. Arrangements
entrusted to Cook Family Funeral Home.

Comments

“

Such warm and kind feelings in my heart, thinking of you, Daisy...your sense of
adventure...building the sweat on your land...collecting the vesiculated basalt from
the Nooksack...heating the stones up far too hot to a fine reentry glow...and your
sweet bubbling humor through it all.

David Martin - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

I love you, Daisy.You enhanced my life.I'm with Linda...give Sam a huge hug.Hobbs
family...thanks for sharing your wonderful mother with the rest of us and so sorry she
couldn't be here forever.my thoughts are with all of you.

victoria heemstra - March 12, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Jim and family,I send my sincerest sympathies in the loss of your Mother. May
you find peace in the days ahead.

Melva Hill - March 11, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Daisy loved her space, and shared it with care. Amazed by Daisy's calm depth of
soul. I enjoyed her astrology reading & loved her internal & external outlook. Doing
TaiChi in the garden.....always an uplift & deeply rooted! Master lifer and master
gardener, Daisy you will always be thought of with a smile!

Roberta Dueno - March 10, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

It was a wonderful ride with you this lifetime Daisyma. We had fun, and I have
decades of memories. Blessings to you on your next adventure. A hug to Sam from
me when you see him. I love you both.

Linda Allen - March 08, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

It was a pleasure to know Arlene. She graciously shared her meditation room and
beautiful garden with us as we did Tai chi. She was a delight to talk to and know.

Mary Romeo - March 06, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Daisy was such a precious soul and I will miss her greatly. In many ways, she was
like a second mother for me. Some years ago I almost bought the acre right next to
her, to have a getaway from my home in Seattle. Many times I have regretted not
doing this, since it would have been wonderful to have her as my next door neighbor.
However, now I am moving to the Grow Community and it is partly because of Daisy
that I'm doing this! She introduced me to Sid and Carole Miller. Last year I visited Sid
and Carole, who had moved to Grow. I loved it there and now I am moving, too! Even
though I will not be able to visit Daisy, I will feel her spirit for the rest of my life.

Randy Engel - March 05, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

I'm so sorry for the loss of Arlene Hobbs. May the family and friends find comfort
from God. (2 Corinthians 1:3-4)

CE - March 03, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Daisy Hobbs was my aunt and a friend. She would invite me over for tea and
conversation. Her ear was unique and non-judgemental in times I needed counsel.
She rather liked being shocked by the exploits of her circle of family, adopted family,
and friends. I can hear the exact tenor of her voicewhen speaking and will not forget
it. She is now on the ultimate voyage of self-discovery!

Malcolm Moore - February 28, 2015 at 12:00 AM

“

Daisy Hobbs was a beautiful soul. Her smile would warm the coldest day, her
laughter was contagious. She had a wonderful gift for making other people feel
special, and unique. A deep thinker, she never underestimated the unseen forces,
and her love of nature was the cornerstone of her simple faith in fate and destiny. I
will forever treasure my memories of her.

Nancy Highman - February 26, 2015 at 12:00 AM

