Dennis Robert Kuntz
January 1, 2010

age 63, passed away unexpectedly on January 1, 2010.Denny grew up in Dayton, Ohio
and moved to Seattle to earn a B.S. in Oceanography from the UW. A resident of
Bainbridge Island since 1975, he built a house for his family and worked in all aspects of
design, construction and finish carpentry. Denny was at home in the outdoors, loved music
and cherished his friends. Preceded in death by his parents, Robert and Glendola Kuntz,
he is survived by his children, Matthew and Allison, their mother Christine Coyne and his
sister and brother in law, Karen & Tom Kuhl of Dayton, Ohio. Denny was a loving father to
his children, Matt and Allie and a devoted caregiver to the family cats. Services private.

Comments

“

I will always remember Denny as a smart, fun loving, wonderful person. I lived with
Denny at Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity at the University of Washington in 1970 with
many other fraternity brothers. Denny enriched all of our lives that came to know him.
All the brothers at PKA will miss Denny very much and are sddened by his family's
loss.

John Andrews - January 24, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Allison and FamilyWe met your father at the many soccer practices and games
he attended to watch you play, and have since enjoyed seeing his friendly face
around the island. The last time we saw him was not to long ago at Safeway where
he raved about his family and how proud he was of his children. He was especially
proud to tell us of Allison's accomplishments in school and how she has continued to
enjoy playing soccer. Though he has moved on to a better place, we know he will
continue to watch over and be proud of all his family. We are deeply saddened by his
passing and will miss seing him around town. Sincerely,Debi and Autumn Morris

Debi & Autumn Morris - January 19, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I first met Denny in 1970 when he came to the University of Washington and Pi
Kappa Alpha. Little did I know how much of a positive influence he would be. Often
at our weekly social events, Denny would play his 12 string guitar and be the center
of the event for a time. Even so, he would always back away from the attention and
focus it on others. He always had kind words for everyone, and was a great addition
to our group. I've met few people who could be studious and serious, yet make
everyone around them feel good about their situation, and Denny had to be at the
top of that list.When I was a Junior at the UW, I began to date my wife to be. She
was 250 miles away, and I didn't have a car or the money to get to see her. Denny
came to me knowing that, and unsolicited offered me the loan of his brand new VW
Beatle. I made any number of trips across the Cascades, buying only the gas to
make it go. He never suggested that I owed him anything for the several thousand
miles I put on his car, and refused to listen to any suggestion that I needed to make it
right with him. Denny was just the kind of guy who looked out more for others than
himself.Sadly, after graduation we went our separate ways and in only a couple of
years I lost track of Denny. I was at the Gig Harbor City Hall a few months back and
heard this ghost from the past call my name. I turned and there stood Denny, looking
very much like he did nearly 40 years earlier, with the same infectious grin, wanting
to know how I was doing. We did manage to catch up a bit, and Denny came to our
annual class get together last fall. As usual he brought his smile and fun attitude,
adding a lot to our small gathering.Denny's kind demeanor and great attitude were
great examples for me back in college, and I thought about him from time to time
over the years, and how he helped shape my life and my success. I was very much

looking forward to finding a bit more time to spend catching up, and will definately
miss the opportunity to do so.Denny's fine example will always be with me, and I'm
sure with others that he touched over the years. I can think of no greater legacy to
leave behind than such a wonderful example of kindness and giving.
Al King - January 12, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dennis was one of those people that enter your life and make it a better place. I don't
think I have ever known a more positive, upbeat and happy person. I would go out of
my way to pass by his work area to get a quick "Dennis fix" to brighten my day. It was
an honor to know him and I will truly miss him.

John Winden - January 08, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I would like to say how sorry I am for your loss. I have worked with Dennis at the City
of Gig Harbor since he started and have grown to know him well. Dennis always had
a smile to give and no matter how busy he was he would always take the time to stop
and say hi. His possitive attitude was a breath of fresh air! I volunteer with a non
profit orginization that bring clean water to children in developing countries and
Dennis ALWAYS contributed finacially to this cause without even asking him to do so.
This act of giving is a testament to his kind and compassionate nature and I will
truley miss telling him the stories of my travels and the good that he helped to make
happen.I to am an inspector for the City and from time to time we have run ins with
contractor and things can get pretty heated. I remember one such time when we had
to call a contractor into our office to "Lay Down The Law", and the tone of the
meeting was to say the least "Tense". Voices were loud, and fingers were being
pointed by everyone except Dennis. He diplomatically defused the situation with his
even keeled demeanor and was able to work out the issues we were haveing with
the contractor, calmly. Dennis had a good reputation as an inspector and was well
respected by the people he worked with.I will miss Dennis very much, he was good
friend, a great co worker, and a gem of a man! The world needs more people like
him!My Deepest Condolences,George Flanigan

George Flanigan - January 08, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dennis was one of the three of us that got laid off from the city. He came by my office
on our last day at work about 5 pm. and I wished him well as he walked out of my
office down the hall for the last time. I had no idea of course that that would be the
last time that I was ever to see him again. I am still in shock and saddened by the
news of his passing.I didn't work with Dennis a whole lot but he was always there to
help me out and answer my questions whenever I needed him. Just a few weeks ago
we went out together on an inspection of a house. As others have said here, Dennis
was a such a nice guy. Sometimes, bad things happen to the best of people. There's

no rhyme nor reason for it - it just happens.I will always remember Dennis as a
wonderful person. Albert Schweitzer once said "The true worth of a man is not to be
found in man himself, but in the colours and textures that come alive in others."
Dennis's worth is immeasurable.
David Stubchaer - January 08, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

What I new of him was he always had a smile and a kind word. We will miss him.

Daniel Lilley - January 07, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

The smile, laughter and good conversation will be greatly missed. My prayers are
with your family.

Jeff Olsen - January 07, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dennis had such a great energy and always made everyone smile. I wish I had a
picture of him when he had his glasses taped with paper over one lense! What a
great guy, we will all miss him very much.

Diane Gagnon - January 07, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Allison, Matthew & Family: I worked with Dennis at the city of Gig Harbor for the past
1 1/2 years. During that time, I got to know him as a co-worker and friend. He was
very knowledgeable about his trade and provided excellent service to the city's
customers. He had a great sense of humor and a keen intellect with interests in
many areas. He would share stories with me of growing up in Dayton, the factory
jobs that he had as a young man and the many characters that he knew and worked
with. He often spoke of his children and the time he spent with them. I know he was
very proud of both of you and your accomplishments. On his last day at the city we
spent time together discussing the future and what he planned to do. He was very
positive about it and confident that everything would work out. He was someone that
I hoped to always have as a friend and looked forward to seeing him again soon. I
will miss him much and am sorry for your loss. He was a good man.

Peter Katich - January 07, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Allison, Matthew and Family,Although I didn't know Dennis well, I know he was a
kind, gentle and upbeat person who had a positive influence on anyone he came in
contact with. We are better people to have been a part of his work-life here at the
City of Gig Harbor. He will be missed very much. You and your family are in our
thoughts and prayers.

Molly Towslee - January 07, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

It was such a joy to have Dennis as a coworker. He was always ready with a smile or
a kind word and the office seemed brighter when he was here. The world has lost a
shining light. My deepest sympathies to Dennis's loved ones along with prayers for
strength and peace.

Emily Appleton - January 07, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Matthew, Allison, family and friends,It is with deepest condolences that I express how
lovely a man Dennis was. I worked with Dennis at the City of Gig Harbor and will
never forget his "perma smile" and his enthusiastic "HI MO!" every single time he
saw me. He genuinely cared about people and never seemed to have a bad day,
which I believe is his lasting legacy. He spoke often of his beloved children and how
proud he was of them. There is a hole in a whole lot of people's hearts that dear
Dennis left behind. May your heart find peace in your special memories of him.

Maureen Whitaker - January 07, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

It was truly a pleasure to have had an opportunity to get to know and work with
Dennis, he will be missed.

John & Dina Vodopich - January 07, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

It is so hard to believe our Dennis is gone; he was such a sweet, caring, funny, warm
and full-of-life person. He was reassuring to be around, a reliable, earnest, patient
and interested co-worker. We were lucky to call him a friend. On the surface he was
calm and understated, but he loved to regale us with the many remarkable
experiences he had had in his life. He enjoyed his excursions and celebrations with
his friends and was incredibly proud of his children. I send much heartfeltlove and
sympathy to his friends and family. I will always remember him, a kind and loving
spirit, and will picture him in his dancing pose, both arms in the air. Goodbye Dennis,
I will miss you so much.

Melinda Bouillon - January 07, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Matt (Dennis' son) and I have been dating for the past four years. In that time I have
been fortunate enough to spend time around Dennis and get to know him as a
person. He always had a smile on his face and always seemed genuinely interested
in what and how I was doing. There were so many times that I would pull up their
driveway and see Dennis standing there, smiling and waving. He would always come
up to my car and say hi and ask me how everything was going. He loved to pet my
dog, Layla, and she was always very excited to see him. Dennis loved animals and
he was so kind to Matt and my cats and dog. On more than one occasion he helped
us pay expensive vet bills, without expecting to be paid back. He was so generous
with Matt and I, giving us tickets to football games, gas money for camping trips and
taking us out to countless dinners. I think that my fondest memories of Dennis were
from when he would take Matt and I out to dinner. He always had funny stories to tell,
and I was often left with the feeling that he lived a very full and interesting life. I am
so sad that he is gone and that he wont be around to watch his kids grow older and
create their own, adult lives. I feel grateful I got a chance to know him, and I will
really, really miss him. Rest in Peace Dennis, much love.

Megan Sater - January 07, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Allison & Matthew,I was your dad's office support while he worked here in Gig
Harbor. He was an exceptional person and a great co-worker. Always pleasant,
accomodating to his customers, and just a great guy. He will be missed and thought
of fondly. He spoke of you both often; it was easy to see that he had a very special
bond with his children. Lucky for him and lucky for you. Bless you both, you are in my
prayers

Mary Doers - January 06, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Allison, Matthew and friends-I had the good fortune of working with Dennis as his
supervisor in Gig Harbor. I can't tell you how much he meant to all of us here. And to
me especially. Not only was he a great employee and an outstanding human being,
but during his time here I like to think he became a close friend. He certainly helped
me when my father passed just over a year ago. I'm truly sorry for your loss and
hope you can take some comfort in knowing how much he touched those of us who
were lucky enough to know him here in Gig Harbor. Know that my thoughts are with
you and Dennis in this trying time.

Dick Bower - January 06, 2010 at 12:00 AM

