Donald Martin Erickson
February 26, 2010

of Poulsbo passed away due to brain cancer on February 26th 2010 surrounded by family
and friends. He was born on November 14th, 1941 in Olympia, WA to Howard and Elsie
Erickson. Don graduated from Franklin High School in Seattle in 1958. Don and his wife
JoAnn have been together since they were 14 and 15 years old. They got married in April
of 1960 and had three children. Don worked for Puget Sound Energy for over 41 years
working in many headquarters throughout Washington. He was an avid hunter and
fisherman and what he enjoyed most was the comfortable outdoors and family. After
retiring he and JoAnn enjoyed traveling to many places. Winters were spent in Arizona
with many trips to Mexico. He was preceded in death by his Mother Elsie, brothers Howie
and Dale, and sister Eileen. He is survived by his wife of almost fifty years JoAnn, their
three children, Lori Heins (Jim) of Poulsbo, Wade of Brewster, and Darin (Sue) of
Silverdale, and eight grandchildren and a great grand child due any day. At his request
there will be a private family service and a celebration of life to follow at a later date. In lieu
of flowers, please make a contribution to Hospice of Group Health or Martha & Mary
Health and Rehab Center.

Comments

“

Dear JoAnn and Family,I just heard of your loss today and my heart goes out to you.
JoAnn, you know I understand (no one really ever understands exactly) how you are
feeling, having been there a few years ago myself.It is always a shock when we hear
of someone like Don that we all saw at our high school reunion just 6 months ago,
looking as handsome as ever and still the wonderful man that he was growing
up.You are blessed to have had such a long, wonderful marriage and family.
Sometimes this just makes it harder because we miss our guys so.Your gal friends
on the other side of the water are here for you. We will have a get together a few
months from now when things have settled down.Much love and hugs to you JoAnn,
Anne Rice Rackers McFarland

Anne Rackers McFarland - April 01, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Don and my paths crossed many times since we both worked at PSE for over 40
years. Over the years he was always ready to help "train" me on what was really
happening outside the Corporate Office. We often compared notes on who had the
best grandkids!! I would like to think those comparisons always ended in a tie!! He
was always a good friend to me and a great asset to PSE. I have been out of the
Country the last several weeks and just found out about Don. My thoughts and
prayers are with all of his family.

Jerry Henry, retired PSE Sr. Vice President - March 21, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

You could not ask for a better guy to work with, or laugh with, or fish with, or swap
Mexico travel stories with, or to simply know. I was priveleged to have done those
things with Don and to call him my friend. JoAnn and family I hope you can take
some comfort in knowing the respect and love that Don generated in this world. I will
miss him.

Bill Dey - March 10, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I'm sorry for your family's lost. I didn't know him well, Only met him a couple of times
when I was growning up in Poulsbo. But he was a likable person who left an
impression when you met him.

Bonnie Halverson - March 08, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I worked with Don in the Poulsbo Service Center from 1990-1996. What a great
guy... always put a smile on my face. He will be missed! I feel blessed to have known
and worked with such a great man. My thoughts and prayers are with you.

Jodie Utter - March 06, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear JoAnn and family,We are so so sorry to read of Don's death. That old cancer
doesn't waste any time. Your lives and ours have paralled one anothers in so many
ways, that it is a wonder that we haven't been closer friends. I think that our
friendship goes deep to the heart. We have lived here in Poulsbo for about the same
amount of time,we are the same ages and have been married for that same amount
of time, not to mention the children and their similarities. All those times in the
bleachers at North and Soccor fields. Family has truly been our main objectives in
our lives and your family will be of great comfort to you,as well as this new little baby
yet to come. We send our love and deepest sympathy.

Larry and Diane Phillips - March 06, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear JoAnn & Family:Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.Glad we
were able to see Don at the 50th reunion.

Chuck & Pat Thornburgh - March 05, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear JoAnn and Family, Our Deepest Sympathy.Love, Pat & Linda McDonnell

Linda McDonnell - March 05, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Joanne & family,I remember being a new System Operator at Puget Power and
traveling around Poulsbo area with Don. He taught me alot about the area & the
power system there. Not to mention the friendly voice that was always on the other
end of the radio.The servicemen are our eyes & ears out there & he was one of the
Best! He will be forever missed. My heart goes out to you and your family during this
very hard time.

Lynda Leone - March 05, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Thirty five years ago this coming September I bid into the Poulsbo Lineroom as an
Equipment Operator, the only person I knew at the time was Wayne West.Within two
days of my arrival I met Don Erickson, Don stopped by our crew to introduce hiself to
me, I didn't know at the time, that intoduction would involve into a three and a half
decade friendship.What a ride we had! Don introduced us into what family, friendship
and values meant to him and whoever was lucky enough to be included into his web
of friends.Don showed us what friendship, family, honesty, integrity and respect was
all about.Don also showed how to be happy with laughter and also to be sorrowfull
and it's okay to cry, just as I'm doing now.Don was a Man's Man and a perfect
Gentleman, he enjoyed people and loved kids, my family and my kids will be forever
grateful for Don's friendship.JoAnn, Lori, Wade and Darin thank you for sharing Don
with us, we have many fishing , hunting, Lake Tapps, Mexico and Arizona memories,
the crying will stop soon.God Bless you Don Erickson and thank you for loving
us.One last time.....545 calling Poulsbo.......545 clear

Tom & Sandy Mayfield - March 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

To JoAnn and Family,You are all in our thoughts and prayers. Love,Buzz and Jeanne
Crites

Jeanne Patricelli Crites - March 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I love the photograph of Don included in the guest book.I remember getting that
same look from him on many occassions.Don always remained cool and calm, I don't
think I ever sawhim upset even in the most adverse storm situation.I considered him
a friend and he will be missed.

Don Rose - March 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

JoAnn and Family,My thoughts and prayers are with you. Don was a wonderful, kind
man. He will truly be missed. I have great memories of the hunting trips with Don and
the boys and with each and every visit with you and your family. I love all of you. God
bless you.

Kurt Kaufman - March 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I'm a retired Corp Relations Manager from PSE that worked on the Olympic
Peninsula for many years. I knew Don well and always appreciated his willingness to
help me, jos professionalism, and dedication to the work and those around him. I'm
so sorry for your loss.

Don McDaniel - March 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

My dear cousin--I will miss him so much. His humor, laughter, love and caring. I
guess we just think we are going to keep on seeing one another and then we have
only wonderful memories!! My heart breaks for the entire family, I know he was a
hero to you all. Love and Prayers are with you.

Kathy and Fred - March 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dearest Jo and family... I cant even imagine this world with out Don in it... Ive always
known that he and you, Jo, were there for me and Ive always taken such peace in
that. From the time I was little and Don was my babysitter (about 55 or 58 years
ago!!) till now I have adored him and felt trust and safety with him. He has also been
a fabulous brother in law to me for the last 43 years! Jo, you and Don have always
set the bar for me on raising children and happiness and doing the right things.. The
world has lost a fantastic person but heaven is blessed to have him and Im sure
there was a welcoming commitee at the pearly gates waiting to welcome him home...
One day we will all be together again.. I love you Jo and I am here for you if I can
help in any way... Lori, Wade and Darrin what an amazing set of parents you have
been blessed with... keep Don alive with your stories about him and your babies will
find it hard to believe they never knew him .. there are so many wonderful stories to
share... I love you all... Diana

Diana Erickson Vanatta - March 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear JoAnn and Family: You have been in our thoughts and prayers since we heard
Don was sick. We are so glad that you two attended Kathy and Fred's Bocce party
last fall. We had a great visit with both of you. Even though we didn't see you often
you were always fun to be around. Don was a great man that we will always
remember.We extend our deepest sympathy and condolences.Love, Cousin Dave &
Judy

Dave & Judy Herrin - March 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

JoAnn you and your kids are a part of our life and will always be so. We will miss
Don's laugh and his smile. I will always think of him when I watch a baseball game.
We love you all and will be standing by for your call! Love, love, love - Zack and
Diana May

R.G. Zacharias - March 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

There are so many people who are going to miss you! You were such an amazing
man, and I know a great grandfather to my best friend! May you rest in peace and
know that we all love you!

Sarah - March 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Joanne, please know we are thinking of you and your family. We are so sorry. Paul
and Sue Michaud

Susan - March 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear JoAnn,Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family at this time. Dan
first met Don at the Poulsbo Lumber Yard in the seventies when he worked there and
Don used to come in to pick up a few things. And I was fortunate to meet you and
Don during Sean and Taylor's baseball years. We both knew at those times what
truly wonderful people we had met and would get to know. It is hard to put down on
paper in a few words what a great man the world has lost, but we know heaven will
be an even better place with Don in it. Sincerely,Dan and Linda Carlson

Dan and Linda Carlson - March 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear JoAnn and family, Our thoughts and prayers are with you during this time. Don
was a wonderful person and he will be missed.

Mike and Kathy Lane - March 04, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I have worked with Don on a few job's Don Power Co. and me Phone Co. Have
never known a more caring person in my life, Don would do any thing for any one,
his family was the #1 thing in his life, what a wounderful person Don is, he never had
a bad word to say about anyone (even me) Am going to miss him, he will always be

in my heart, as we use to care for lots of people during and after Storms. Don would
always ask me " When are you going to get a real job"? told him that the good one's
were taken. Words are hard to find, but want Don's family to know that Jud and I are
thinking of you, and will be talking to the High Roller. God Bless all of you. dave
Dave Applegate - March 03, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Don was a great man I always enjoyed working with him in Poulsbo.

Brian Johnson - March 03, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I worked at the Poulsbo office for a time and had the opportunity to spend the day in
the field once with Don learning what he did on the job. He asked many times if I was
doing okay or if I needed anything.He always took time to say "Hi" to me and asked
how I was doing. I loved hearing stories about different customers he had to deal
with. From the stories he told, I got the feeling he really cared about the
customers.My deepest sympathy goes to the family he leaves behind.May God be
with you.Sincerely, Georgia Jeffries

Georgia Jeffries - March 03, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dearest Joann and Family, our deepest sympathy in the loss of Don. We feel so
fortunate God granted us those two days last summer to spend with you and Don.
They will always remain in our happiest memories. Don will forever be a part of our
lives. With our love,

Louie and Sandy Herrin - March 03, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Don will be missed but he will be mostly remembered for what he was -- a great
father to his family, a loving grandfather to his grandchildren, and a wonderful friend
to those who knew him. He was there to support his family whenever they needed
help and the first in line to help when it was needed even without asking. His calming
manner was an inspiration to those around him. We all have something to look up to
when we think of him.Hail and Farewell noble friend.

Bob and Lois tomas - March 03, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

don is a great man,I always enjoyed working with him in poulsbo.we will miss him.
rest in peace don

nick DePhillips - March 03, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

My deepest Sympathy to all of you. Words can not help with the grief you feel nor
help with the void you have now... but know that I have been praying for Don since I
heard of his illness. My prayers now will be for all of you. God Bless.

Pam (Sullivan) Yockey - March 03, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with your family.Mom particularly understands what
you are facing, JoAnn and is very much thinking of you.

Donna Vargo and Kim Vargo-Paul - March 02, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

What a wonderful man who so loved his wife and family to the fullest! My fondest
memory is sliding down the hills on large plastic with the whole gang when it snowed!
Never laughed so hard in my life. Thinking of you all!

Bridget Allen - March 02, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

The peace of the Lord be with you, JoAnn, and with your family.

David Turrill - March 02, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Don, You will be greatly missed by many. You always had a smile on your face. May
you be in peace and watch over your family.

Carrie & Brody Mayfield - March 02, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Don will leave a void at our family and friends party at Kathy and Fred's. I so much
enjoyed his smile but more so his laugh. Don was modest guy as few knew he was
an All City end at Franklin High School.I might add that was a big accomplishment. I
will miss you my friend of 65 years.w

Bob Herrin - March 02, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

From the first time Lori brought me to your home you both have always made me fill
like part of your family. It has never seemed to matter how much time went by in
between visits Don always had a big hug for me. He always made you feel so at
ease with him. He had a very gentle laid back way.I know that you are in a better
place but you will truly be missed. The Erickson family owns a very special piece of
my heart. Love and strength to you all.

Terry Webster - March 02, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I met the Ericksons when they first moved to Poulsbo and they lived on Hart Place
next door to my cousins,the Nordberg's. What a wonderful family with so much love.
My fondest memory of Don, was when Mike and I were about to be married in 1988
and Don and JoAnn gave us dance lessons in their dining room, they moved the
table and the lessons began. We both had two left feet and he was so patient.Don
was always proud of his kids and grandkids.. What a great example he was.Thinking
of you all and wishing you Peace.

Carol Daniels - March 02, 2010 at 12:00 AM

