Donald Gray Evans
February 11, 2016

left us peacefully on Thursday, February 11, 2016 at home on Bainbridge Island after
months of hospitalization battling two aggressive forms of cancer. His fight was valiant,
and his unrelenting love for his family evident throughout his journey. He was a generous,
gentle, gem of a human being, and he will be deeply missed.Don was born in Eureka, CA
on September 25, 1940 and grew up in logging camps among the Redwoods of north
coastal California. He loved to regale his children, friends and grandchildren with stories of
giant cookhouse breakfasts and antics in the woods. Don was the quarterback for Arcata
High School, and his undefeated 1957 team was recently inducted into the school’s Hall of
Fame.Don attended the University of Oregon on a full football scholarship and received
his MBA in Finance from UC Berkeley. Careers in finance and operations lead to
leadership roles in Washington and Oregon, where he raised two daughters and a son. In
2005, he married Pamela McClaran, the love of his life, and they settled on Bainbridge
Island. Their meeting, later in life, was a true gift to them both and to all who knew them.
Don retired shortly thereafter and spent the years pursuing his passions and showering
love on their blended family.Don was one of a rare breed of handkerchief-carrying, dooropening gentlemen whose kindness resonated with everyone he met. His strong, quiet
presence was deeply appreciated by his family and friends, as were his quick wit and
dedication to teaching and sharing his interests. He was a talented chef, an avid cyclist, a
beautiful skier, a budding artist, a home winemaker, and a gifted mathematician. He
volunteered for Bikes for Humanity, EduCulture, and Camp Fire USA, among many other
organizations, and he also served as a Math Docent at Wilkes, his grandsons’ elementary
school.Don is survived by his beloved wife, Pamela McClaran, his son Brian (Ava Eriksen)
Evans, his daughters Shannon (Rich) West and Taylor (Dan) Chavez, his stepdaughters
Lindsay (Jeff) Browning and Darcy (Grant) Norling, his nine grandchildren, and his sister,
Susan Springer, and her children. The family asks that memorials go to the Math Docent
Fund at Captain Charles Wilkes Elementary PTO or to a charity of choice.

Comments

“

A kind soul, tender, selfless. You will always be in my heart.

Julia Sundmacher - August 04, 2017 at 12:00 AM

“

Don was a true friend, a class act and an incredible loving husband and father,
mentor and FRIEND, he will be missed deeply! Thank you Don for giving at every
opportunity until the day you got called HOME. . . we look forward to reuniting with
you! Until then I just love the quote from a 17th century saint that says, "Those whom
we love and lose are no longer where they were, they are now wherever we are" so
we cherish that and will hold you with us wherever we go!John & Teri Waag

Teri Waag - March 05, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

I just heard about this through the grapevine. I'm truly sorry. Don helped me
tremendously with my volunteer work with Bicycles for Humanity and I am forever
grateful. He was always ready and eager to lend a helping hand to me, which
resulted in a better life for many, many people. This is a great loss of a kind soul.

Tom Leurquin - February 12, 2016 at 12:00 AM

