Douglas Jay Watkins
September 8, 2010

passed on September 8, 2010. He was 65 years of age. Doug was born in Woodburn,
Oregon on January 25, 1945. His father was in the U.S. Coast Guard during his childhood.
It was on trips to sea with his father he developed a deep love of birds and bird watching.
Doug attended Oregon State University where he obtained a masters degree in Wildlife
Management. He married his wife Suzanne (aka “Pipper” in 1967. He served during the
Vietnam War, and was awarded a Bronze Star. He resided on Bainbridge Island for nearly
20 years, and enjoyed volunteering for Bainbridge Island Land Trust, Islandwood School,
and was a member of various ornithological organizations. He was passionate about
wildlife preservation and education. He is survived by his son Brad Watkins, daughter Erin
Bang-Knudsen, son-in-law Paul Bang-Knudsen, grandson Mathias Bang-Knudsen and a
granddaughter due in December of 2010; all residents of Bainbridge Island. Please donate
to Seattle Cancer Care Alliance and Hospice of Kitsap County in lieu of flowers.

Comments

“

Hello Douglas Watkins Family,
Jon and Carol Wheeler wish to express our sincere hope that you will continue to
remember what Doug brought into your lives. I know that as a team-mate, and friend
from Newport High School, Doug was really a great guy to have on your side.
We just found out through frinds that Doug had passed, and both my wife and I have
had bouts with Cancer. I felt compelled to let his family know that I had the utmost
respect for Doug, and feel that he touched me in a way that brings back nothing but
positive memories sharing the school, the basketball court, and the football field with
a good friend, and a great athlete. Anyone that is part of his family will know what I
mean when I say that Doug will be missed, but his memory will live with me in a
bright light the rest of my life.

Mr. & Mrs. Jon C. Wheeler - April 13, 2011 at 12:00 AM

“

Smile,DignityQuiet powerful,deliberatekind strength. Doug, PaPa, Dad.Doug is more
than a Father-in-Law to me. He has a persistent warm smile that breaks down the
toughest defenses. Once a brave hero in conflict, he walks with dignity among the
best. His quiet and powerful way has had an effect on all of this natural world from
his birds to his kids, and grandkids. He exhibits a deliberate and kind strength that I
have never known and will always strive for. I am so thankful to have known him. I
am so comforted to know his traits live on with his grandchildren who he loved so
much.Oh We miss him so, we are so thankful for his good friends and their kind
words of support.

Paul Bang-Knudsen - September 29, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dearest Pipper,I am having problems making this computer work, but I want you to
know how very sorry I am that you lost wonderful Doug. He was so special with so
many good friends. I will always think of him when I watch my LBB (Little Brown
Birds.) I will miss him terribly as I know that you will also.I look forward to seeing you
often in the furture.I love you,

Jocelyn Horder - September 26, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I had the honor of working with Doug for years. He would always make even the
worst jobs fun. He would perform prodigious feats of strength. Yet for all that, he
would never push me beyond my limit, always respecting me despite my many
limitations. Once, I told him some rocks we were using to build a wall were too heavy
for me. As usual, he just said "that's OK". I said: "call me for help when you are ready

to lift them." After returning from lunch I saw they had been moved. That was Doug: I
think he waited until I'd gone to move them, so I wouldn't feel bad about not being
able to lift them myself. I learned a lot about work from Doug--a lot about life. His
greatest strength was his compassion.
Craig Spencer - September 22, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Expressing our condolences and offerring our love and support during this time.

Bethany Lutheran Church - September 21, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Oh Pipper. I am so so sad for you. My Paul and I have been traveling and I just
learned this devastating news. My heart goes out to you and yours. Doug was a doll
and aren't you glad he chose you for his bride? Please know we care and hope to
see you soon with a real hug...Linda Heys

Linda Heys - September 20, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Pipper,I visited your lovely home a few years ago while birdwatching on
Bainbridge Island. Over the years I communicated with Doug from time to time via
email about the wonderful birds of Washington state. I never got to know Doug as
well as I would have liked. He seemed to be such a gentle soul; the kind of person
we need more of. Know that many of us are thinking of you and hoping that your
wonderful memories of Doug will comfort you.Marv Breece

Marv Breece - September 20, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Love for his family, animals, and nature. Kind, compassionate, caring, hearty laugh,
and a gentle soul. When I think of Doug, and the way he lived his life, it makes me
want to be a better person. More generous with my time, money, and life. We have
lost a truly amazing person.

Kirsten Zawoysky - September 20, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Pipper and family, I'm so sorry to hear that Doug is gone. He was a wonderful,
honest hard working man who put his whole heart into his work and his life. I think of
him often looking at the trees he so carefully pruned and the gardens the laid out and
built at my house. His work lives on and is a testament to the man he was. It's a hard

to lose someone of his character in these difficult times when we could really use
more people like him. I wish you peace and healing as time passes.Sincerely,Amy
Hughes
Amy Hughes - September 19, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I was so sad to learn of Doug's passing. He was such a lovely, kind, gracious, gentle
soul. I met him as a client but felt like a friend as he always had time to visit and
especially to listen. There are many beautiful reminders of him in our yard and I will
often remember his exacting, careful work executed with such a light touch. I always
looked forward to seeing him when he was working at our home and I will miss him.

Jan Ringo - September 19, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

We are so sad that Doug is gone. He was dearly loved by his family and was a good
father. I will always have visions of how much our grandson, Mathias loved his
Maternal Grandfather. He helped our Son Paul and his Daughter Erin establish their
home gardens at two Bainbridge houses. His skills in landscaping and gardening are
evident at Paul and Erin's home. He spoke with authority about birding and was the
go-to guy for any questions about our local fowl. I was amazed to learn of his deep
knowledge about the birds we saw at sea in the South Pacific last February, and
further that he personally knew some of the foremost sea bird experts in the World.
Doug was an unassuming, kind man and I hope that his many good qualities will be
passed along to our grandchildren, one who got to know his grandfather, and one
who is coming later in the year. Those of us in Doug's generation can best enjoy our
sunset years with close family and especially grandchildren. In that respect he led a
full life. As a Viet Nam veteran and father of an Iraq War veteran, I pay homage to a
fellow patriot who served his Nation and fought bravely to earn a combat Bronze Star
decoration. Best wishes and love to Doug's family, we shall miss him.Jill & Peter
Bang-Knudsen and Grethe Bang-Knudsen.

Peter Bang-Knudsen Sr - September 18, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Living in a house surrounded by gardens filled with an abundance of unusual and
beautiful evergreens, each one planted by Doug when he lived here, we feel blessed
to live among his treasures, and doubly blessed for having the good fortune to know
him and work with him. The peaceful spaces he created here will live on in testament
to his kind and gentle spirit. We are very much saddened, and send our heartfelt
condolences to Pipper and the family.Kathy & Joel Matulys

Kathy & Joel Matulys - September 17, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Pipper and familyJust wanted to let you know how sad I am at Doug's passing.
I feel so blessed to have known him and enjoyed his friendship. I'll always treasure
the memories of his smile, his humor, his gentle ways, his love of nature and birding,
his generosity. I'll think remember him fondly each time I wear the vest he gave me.I
know how important each of you was in his life and what a huge hole will be there.
Please know you are in my thoughts .

Judy Mullally - September 16, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Doug was, without a doubt, one of the finest, most generous people I&#8217;ve ever
known. His quiet, unassuming nature and gentle demeanor made him a pleasure to
work with and be around. He was a good and true friend who went above and
beyond for me and many of the homeowners in Bill Point whose gardens reflected
his talent and hard work. I could always count on Doug to help me out with PAWS
stuff &#8211; he and Pipper helped transport and set up the heavy wooden figures
for the old PAWS 4th of July booth, and for years Doug single-handedly kept the pet
area down by the ferry free of blackberries and weeds. He never needed or wanted
recognition for his efforts, but I dearly appreciated his help. He loved all animals,
especially his cats. I&#8217;m just incredibly sad that he&#8217;s gone, but
I&#8217;m grateful that I had the opportunity to know him. He was a dear, dear
friend.

Judy Hartstone - September 16, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

He was the consummate gentleman. His spirit will be with me whenever I'm birding
on Bainbridge Island. His joyful enthusiasm will be sorely missed.With love,George
Gerdts

George Gerdts - September 15, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Hi Pipper:This is Larry Moss was Bellingham. I was so saddened to hear of Doug's
passing (on Tweeters). I hadn't spoken to Doug recently and didn't know he was ill. I
think the last time I communicated with Doug was when he had found the longspur
down in Hoquiam.I have fond memories of seeing you both at the WOS meetings
and then the day I went birding with Doug as he showed me around Bainbridge
Island. I stayed at your place overnight and was enthralled with your lovely place
tucked away on Bainbridge Island. I so appreciated your hospitality and really
enjoyed talking with you both and getting to know you.Doug was a very caring and
thoughtful man. I am sorry we have lost him but especially for you and the kids as I
know you are going thru a difficult time of mourning. The world was made a richer
place through Doug's life and now we are a bit poorer with him gone.Please know

that people are thinking about you, your family, and our fond remebrances of
Doug.Sincerely,Larry
Larry Moss - September 15, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Every time we look at our yard Doug's talent touches us. He planted and designed
much of it, and became a good friend in the process. We will miss him very much.

Paul Brians - September 14, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

A memorial tree has been dedicated in Doug's memory by Bob and Leslie Brazeal. It
will be planted at an environmental restoration project in Washington state. We all
love and miss you so much Dougas.

Pipper - September 14, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

There are no words to express how much Doug will be missed. Whenever I think of
him, I remember him smiling...always having a kind word for everyone. It still seems
impossible that he is no longer with us. Our thoughts, prayers and love are with all of
you.

The Fisk Family - September 14, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I am blessed to have known Doug and been witness to his incredible spirit, his
cheerfulness, and his warmth. He was a person who seemed clearly to love life and
all those around him. And I will always be grateful to Doug and Pipper for the support
they lent my mother, and kindness they showed my father during my father's many
years of ill health. I hope they both realized what joy their continued friendship
brought to his life. Doug was a great man. All of us, and the world we live in, are
better for having known him. I will miss him.

Ted Munat - September 13, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

We are sending love and strength to the Watkins family, "our friends and neighbors in
Corvallis" of many years.

Harry and Lucy Oxenhandler - September 13, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you and Bless You for being such wonderful friends to me!

Drummond Barclay - September 13, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

To Pipper and the kids, my heart is heavy for the empty place in your heart left by
Doug. I know that hole in the heart all too well. Only your memories and love of your
friends and family can help, and talking about him, remembering all the loving and
crazy things. Know you are in my prayers.

Jill Barnett Stadler - September 13, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

My dad was the most loving, wise, beautiful, giving man. I feel honored to call him
"dad." The example he lead, lessons he taught, and love he shared with me I will
hold dear forever. The last two years he was "papa" to my 2 year old son, and I am
so thankful my little guy was able to know him if even for a short time. I know his
impression of Papa will survive in him. I will miss dad every day. Words can't even
describe the way he touched my life and those who knew him.

Erin Bang-Knudsen - September 13, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I&#8217;m so sorry for the news of your loss, of our loss. Thank you, Doug, for all
the wonderful birding experiences you and Pipper shared with us in the Clallam
County area. We enjoyed your company and generous knowledge about birds.
I&#8217;m glad I knew you... a kind, sweet soul. The Jamestown Beach birds will
miss Doug!!!

Sue Chickman - September 13, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I was heartbroken to learn that Doug had passed away. Back when Pipper used to
feed me every Wednesday before our writers' group met, I always looked forward to
sitting down at the Watkins table with her and Doug. There was so much love in that
house, you couldn't help but leave happy (and full!). Doug had a big, warm,
wonderful personality that makes me smile every time I think about him, and I so
enjoyed every conversation I had with him. I did not know he earned a Bronze Star,
but it doesn't surprise me in the least. The world lost a very, very good man much too
soon. Pipper, all my love and thoughts are with you, Erin, and Brad.

Tracy Fernandez Rysavy - September 13, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Was so sorry to hear of Dougs death. I wish we could have spent more time together
as first cousins. Doug's mother and my father were brother - sister. I wish the best to
Pipper and family. Love - Roy and Sandy Rider - Corvallis OR

Roy Rider - September 13, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

There was no better neighbor than Doug Watkins, and of course his wonderful wife
Pipper. Doug was a positive spirit who reveled in God's creation. And he himself
created beauty, both in blooming gardens and fragrant relationships. There was a
sweetness and compassion in his personhood that made the celebration of life more
meaningful for many, many people. We will miss our great friend.

Rob and Maree Zawoysky - September 12, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

I didn't know Doug all that well, he sure knew me but I was really little most of the
times that he saw me and I really don't remember him all that well. The last time that
I saw him, which I do fortunately remember, was at my grandpas memorial service,
though the circumstances of our meeting wasn't exactly ideal I'm glad that I was able
to meet him. I talked to him for a few minutes and immediately felt his warmth and
kindness. When my mom told me that he had passed it hit me a lot harder than I
thought it would and I quickly burst into tears. I hear many amazing things about
Doug and it saddens me that the world lost such an amazing man, I have now found
out that he and I shared a lot in common in our views of the environment, therefor I
am even more upset that I wasn't able to talk to him more about it. He will definitely
be missed and I'm happy to say never forgotten.

Alex Cole - September 12, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Doug Watkins was one of the kindest, sweetest persons I've ever met. Even when
troubled by something, he was thoughtful and gentle. He seemed to enjoy every
moment of his life, and I am deeply saddened that he was not allowed more of it. I
am glad he lived and I am especially thankful for the moments I was fortunate
enough to spend in his company.
He will not be soon forgotten.
So long, Doug, and thanks for happy memories.

Charles F. Munat - September 11, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

Wonderful gentlemen, like Doug, should be cloned. How fantastic that I had the
opportunity to meet this sweet and gentle man,a professor of humanity. He and his
sweet wife, Pipper, gave much love and attention to life about them. Yes, Doug, you
will be missed - you left a real mark. Thank you also for your service to the USA Love you both, Your friend, Venera

Venera Di Bella Barles - September 11, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

A gentle smile, the sweetness of the birds he loved, and a guardian of natures
bounty. What a privilege to know this man. We're so glad we could hear his own
writings and view life through his eyes. Our hearts ache for the family of which he
was so proud . Yet how clearly he will remain in your hearts and minds. With love
and empathy, Joanna and Blaine Newnham.

Joanna Newnham - September 11, 2010 at 12:00 AM

“

The natural world lost a great defender on September 8th... and the rest of the world
just lost a great person...Doug was a warm, kind, sweet person. I will always
remember his laugh and the way his eyes danced. He will be missed.

Isabel Cole - September 11, 2010 at 12:00 AM

