Edward Evans Johnson
November 15, 1941 - February 15, 2019

Edward E. Johnson, Ed, 77, died on Feb. 15th, 2019. He was born in Chicago on
November 15th, 1941. He and his younger brother, William Johnson were raised by his
beloved mother, Ruth Otto, and step-father Paul Otto. After high school Ed went into the
Army during the Vietnam conflict. After his time in the service, he then went to college on
the GI Bill and obtained a degree in Industrial Design from University of Illinois Chicago.
Ed then moved to Bainbridge Island, Washington where he had a very successful career
in Advertising. He owned his own Promotional Sales Company for many years and was
elected as the chairman of the Promotional Products Association for four years, where he
and his wife traveled the world as a representative for the association. Ed is survived by
his wife of 38 years, Tanya Johnson, his five children: Ericka Frink, Paula Burke, Carla
Johnson, Grant Johnson, and Laura Yu; eight grandchildren, and one great granddaughter
and his brother Bill and family. He was a wonderful husband, father, grandfather, and
friend. He had a great passion for car restoration and could take what looked like a pile of
metal and turn that into a showroom masterpiece and won many awards for his restored
cars. A favorite was touring with vintage car groups. Ed was a devout community man and
served as a member of Kiwanis throughout his life and was typically driving one of his
beautiful old cars in the 4th of July parade on Bainbridge Island. He was also a skilled
house builder and was always ready with his hammer and nails to help out a neighbor with
a house project. For those of you who know him, you know that he lived life to the fullest
and he didn’t earn the name “Fast Eddie” for nothing. Please check Tanya Johnson’s
Facebook page for information regarding a gathering for Ed. Family requests in lieu of
flowers anyone wanting to make a contribution in his memory, please send your donation
to Holt International, the adoption agency through which his daughter Carla joined the
family and an organization he supported. Holt International, 250 Country Club Road,
Eugene, OR 97401, www.holtinternational.org
Arrangements are entrusted to Cook Family Funeral Home.

Comments

“

I grew up on La Porte Avenue in Chicago and used to babysit Paula and later Carla you were the second house from the end of the block. Have very fond memories of
you all. So sorry to learn of Eds passing.

Diane Sprick - May 10 at 07:11 PM

“

Lea And Doug Cook lit a candle in memory of Edward Evans Johnson

Lea and Doug Cook - April 03 at 04:09 PM

“

Our memories shared as fellow classic car parents. Favorite times spent we shared in your
incredible Garage Sock Hop parties. Ed will always be remembered in our fondest
memories. God Bless him and you Tanya. We will miss his expertise and wonderful sense
of humor, not to mention That Smile!. So sorry for all our loss. ~ Lea and Doug Cook
Lea and Doug Cook - April 03 at 04:13 PM

“

John and I remember sharing a V8 picnic at Ed and Tanya’s lovely home. Both of
them are terrific people and we send our condolences to all of his family.
- Cyndi Upthegrove

Cyndi and John Upthegrove - February 28 at 06:38 PM

“

Ed and I, both classic car enthusiasts, lived close to one another making it
convenient to compare our latest acquisitions. Of course Ed was much deeper into
the hobby than I and I especially enjoyed visiting his garage to see the latest. In the
course of buying a car he enjoyed describing the car on our daily ferry commute to
Seattle. When the collection became too big and Ed built a large showroom applying
has skills as a designer. He enjoyed opening up his collection for car clubs both in
Seattle and the Kitsap Peninsula. For years he organized the classic car display at
Bainbridge Island's 4th of July celebration. Ed enjoyed tours and Ed and Tanya
would often join Mitzie and I on trips to car shows in Washington and on several car
tours to California, Canada.

Ed always maintained a positive attitude and never had anything bad to say about
anyone. He was generous with his time and a favorite fellow traveler in the classic
car world.
Bruce Goodrich - February 28 at 06:16 PM

“

Jim and I met Ed in 1966 at the University of Illinois at Chicago (Chicago Circle) He
was such a great guy and a great friend. We were the 3 Musketeers. He was a little
older and wiser and had served our country. We had many wonderful college
experiences together. He was in industrial design, my husband Jim was in
architecture and I was a hippie art student. Somehow we were a perfect match. This
created a long and enduring friendship. We kept in touch for many years, visiting Ed
when he moved to Seattle. We always exchanged holiday cards. Sharing moments
about our children and grandchildren. We were not in touch in these later years and
were so sorry to hear about his illness and now your loss. He was a wonderful part of
our young lives and we will always remember him with great fondness. We send love
to you and your family at this time.
Linda and Jim Nowak

Linda and Jim Nowak - February 20 at 10:29 PM

“

One of the more enjoyable car events I attended was a garage tour that covered a big part
of Kitsap County. A great part of it was a visit to Ed and Tanya's garage on Sandy Hook
Road. The location was fabulous, the company was great, Ed and Tanya were classy
hosts. Thank you, Ed, for that wonderful memory.
Larry Lange - March 01 at 10:30 AM

