George G. "Gale" Cool
May 25, 1947 - February 26, 2019

George G. "Gale" Cool of Bainbridge Island passed away in his favorite place Tuesday
evening February 26, 2019. Born in Seattle, WA., on May 25, 1947 he was the son of
George Evan and Virginia Jane (Reynolds) Cool and was 71 years of age.
Gale moved to Bainbridge Island in 1971 where he became a developer and
environmentalist. In 1975 he would marry his loving wife, Marja (Verhoef) Cool and
together they would raise a family and become an integral part of Bainbridge.
After years of developing and as his environmental concerns grew, Gale would jokingly
refer to himself as an "undeveloper" and was remembered by most by that title. During his
career, Gale built a large estuary on his property and was a true proponent for restoring
the environment and natural beauty of the Island for future generations.
Gale is survived by his loving family and many friends.
Additional information will be provided by the family. Services and interment will be private
at the request of Gale.
Arrangements are entrusted to Cook Family Funeral Home and Cremation Service.

Comments

“

Gale and I worked in a machine shop at Plant 2 making the assembly line for the
proposed new 747. He operated mills and the turret lathe while I was on mills and the
40 ft planer. We heard the plant announcements when the first 747 flew, when MLK
was killed and when the SST project was abandoned. It was a sad day when his
father George passed after a heart attack. Our paths crossed at various times over
the years and I eventually found him to be a reliable and generous friend. At the UW,
I was surprised we were both working on degrees there although Gale's main project
seemed to be to acquire as many rental properties as possible, renting each in turn
to other students for the bare mortgage and taxes. Back then, I was impressed by
the various beautiful women he was often with. Once he showed up to talk at the
bedroom of my Capital Hill rental with Miss America in tow. While I continued at the
U, he focused on acquiring and developing properties whose value was impaired by
obstacles that he would ingeniously overcome (usually). He built a spec house on a
bridged foundation over a stream which won an architectural award on Bainbridge. In
Ballard, we crawled down under the Bridge as he had some sort of preposterous
plan for the supporting pilings. There was a farm with an Artesian well from which he
was going to produce and market "Ancient Water." Nothing came of those schemes,
but another idea that had results was to develop an estuary on Bainbridge and
somehow trade mitigation credits with the DOT whose ferry had spilled some oil.
Anyway, he was later to be found on Bainbridge at his home adjoining this estuary
(including marketable waterfront lots) with Marja, a wonderful lady he had met in
Holland. His mother lived there for a while and was always dreamy and positive. I've
retired and spent a lot of time trading bantering e-mails with Gale. For me, the world
has become much emptier. Gale always smiled, was positive and outgoing,
hospitable, and generous.
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