Margaret Cecilia Randish (Waham)
April 16, 2012

was born February 3rd 1927 and passed on April 16th 2012.She was one of Bellevue’s
founding families living on the family farm on 116th Ave. She was the last child born to
parents George and Rose Waham, who raised chickens and produce and sold it the
Seattle Public Market weekly, taking the Mosquito Fleet from Medina dock to Seattle.Her
parents immigrated to Bellevue from Lebanon after their first- born daughter Elizabeth
arrived. There they raised eight daughters and one son. Margaret was the only identical
twin with her sister Marion (pictured on the right). She and her many sisters helped with
the family farm.Margaret went to school in Bellevue from elementary through high school.
After graduation Margaret worked in various retail jobs. She enjoyed interacting with
people. She worked with cousins in a record store for Decca Records, and then worked
for a local jeweler in Bellevue, where she would meet her future husband, Matthew J.
Randish.Margaret and Matt married in June of 1949 in Bellevue at the original Sacred
Heart Church. They raised a family in Bellevue, first daughter Joan, and then son
Matthew. There were always many family functions with plenty of sisters and brothers and
many cousins, wives and husbands all enjoying the food and family time together. Most of
the immediate family lived in close proximity to each other where annual family reunions
would be celebrated.Margaret enjoyed being a homemaker and a mother. She was an
avid gardener and loved growing her vegetables and using them to make her wonderful
Lebanese recipes. She also loved flowers and always had the most wonderful and
meticulous gardens around her home. In 1983 soon after the arrival of their first- born
grandchildren, Jennifer then Christopher, to their son Matthew and wife Marie, Margaret
and Matt decided to move to Bainbridge Island to be near them. They had a lovely home
and garden on Yeomalt Point where Margaret could enjoy time with her grandchildren and
continue with her gardening. Margaret made many friends on Bainbridge, enjoyed taking
long walks in her neighborhood and getting to know them. Margaret was very close to her
grandkids, which was the highlight of her life.Margaret and Matt in later years returned
back to the Eastside in Kirkland in 2000. There they downsized to a condo, which was
also close to their daughter Joan. There they stayed until Matt Sr’s passing in 2004.
Margaret later moved back to Bainbridge Island to be near her son and daughter in
law.Margaret always had a smile and generous heart to her friends and family, and will be

greatly missed by them.Family and friends are respectfully invited to attend a rosary at
9am followed by a memorial mass this Saturday at St Cecilia's Catholic Church on
Bainbridge Island at 10 AM. Reception to follow. Graveside services will be held on
Thursday, April 26, 2012 at 10:30 AM at Sunset Hills Memorial Park in Bellevue, WA.
Please sign the online quest book for the family.

Comments

“

God bless you Joan, Matt, Marie, Jennifer and Christopher. How fortunate you are to
have had Margaret as your mother and grandmother. Her warmth, caring, great
humor and love have made you the people you are today. Though she has gone to
heaven she will live on through all of you, her beloved family.

Kindie Hendricks - April 25, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I am sorry for your loss. My condolences.

Ken Lewis - April 24, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Matt, Marie and Family,Larry and I extend our condolences to you at the loss of
your dear Mother. I remember vividly my parents visiting with yours after Mass years
ago. Both your parents extended a welcoming presence and their conversations
were lively!During this difficult time please know you are in our thoughts. May our
Lord bring you all comfort and solace. I hope our paths cross soon.With hope of
eternal life,Larry and Kitt Mathisen and Family

Kitt Mathisen - April 24, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Matt, I am so sorry to hear of your mom's passing. She will be fondly
remembered.Jennifer Kirbach

Jennifer Kirbach - April 23, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

To all Randish family members,Margaret (Mrs. Randish to Matts' friends) was always
a welcoming and inclusive lady who had a twinkle in her eye that told you not to
under-estimate her ability to know the score(as in high school high jinks). I will miss
her kind smile and friendly manner, she was a genuine good person.

Kerry Flodin - April 23, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Matt & Marie,Andrea & I have remembered your mom in our prayers.You have lost a
wonderful mother and a really close friend.Our thoughts are with you at this
time.Mike & Andrea

Mike Suraci - April 23, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

MomYou are everything a son could ask for.You were kind to me ,generous and
always fair. You use to be the one I could talk to when things were bothering me .
When I had cancer you inspired me ,took care of me and prayed for me to live and I
did.You taught me how to be a great cook and cook Lebanese food,I am almost as
good as you were but not quite. When all me friends use to come over you treated
them like family and always welcomed them and cooked for them. Everyone wanted
to come to my house because I had the cool and best mom. I never realized how
much you inspired me until today.I am honored to have had such a loving mother that
had all the old fashion values of life and care and instilled those values in me. Why
did I get so lucky? I am happy Marie was with you at the end ,she worked hard for
you and cared for you as much as I did. I remember when I brought Marie home to
meet you and dad you both told me not to let her go ,after the first time meeting her. I
am glad the last few years you lived on the island so we could take care of you. You
made so many friends and many people loved you . You are an inspiration to
everyone.I want you to say high to Dad ,Mary Margaret. I will see you in heaven
some day.Love you mom ,your son Matthew

Matthew Randish - April 21, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Matt and Marie, Sorry for her passing. She will be missed even though we hadn't
seen her in some time.

Alan and Pat Dawn - April 20, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Joan,Matt,Marie and FamilyWe are sorry to hear about the passing of your Mom,
Margaret. She was a wonderful Lady, she always had a quick smile and kind words..
Margaret had a sense of humor and could make you laugh.. She will truly be missed
.. Love all of you, Linda and John Leyda

Linda & John Leyda - April 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

As a former Activity Director at Madison House Retirement and Assisted Living in
Kirkland, I had the pleasure of spending a lot of time with Margaret while she lived
there. She participated in many activities and was well liked by her fellow residents
and the staff. She loved the pool class and many of our conversations took place
during this time. She would delight me with stories about her twin, her husband and
family members. She adored her children and grandchildren and of course Joan's
beloved dog. As part of my job involved taking photographs I recall a particular one

with Margaret and the dog in Joan's sporty car. It came out beautiful and she loved it.
When Margaret moved to Bainbridge Island to be near her son it was with a mix of
joy and sorrow as she was so excited to be near him and his family but away from
her friends at MH. I will remember her fondly and always be grateful for her presence
in my life.
Julie Teuber - April 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I first met Margaret through Matt Jr. when he brought me some of his Mom's stuffed
grape leaves. They were as good as he had bragged about. Matt Senior helped Matt
Jr. stock the beer/wine shelves at Poulsbo Market when I worked there, one sunny
day he brought Margaret in to meet me. They had arrived in Matt Senior's fancy big
old convertible Cadillac. She was humoring him to go for a ride, I could tell.Everyone
who knew Margaret and Matt Senior were keenly aware of how much they loved
Jennifer and Chris.Matt, you were a lucky guy to have had Margaret for your Mother.
Blessings on all of you as you learn to live without her.

Candace Wallace - April 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Margaret was the best grandmother anybody could have ever asked for. There are
so many fond memories and lasting impacts she has permanently left with me that I
will hold for the rest of my life. I feel so blessed to have known such a wonderful
woman. Margaret (and her husband Matthew Sr., my grandfather) used to take care
of my sister and I when our parents were at work during the day. I remember being a
young child and never wanting to go to bed on time. Margaret would chase me
around the house in my underwear when I was too stubborn to go to bed (but we just
enjoyed each others attention that much). I also remember her gardening on her
house on Bainbridge when my sister and I would play tennis in the driveway. I've
never tasted better produce in my life. Then there are her Lebanese recipes which I
will never forget. I've never tasted better food in my life! There are too many personal
memories with her to write, but I hold each one precious to myself.But overall, I've
never known a more loving, caring, moral, and optimistic person in my life. She loved
her family very much and held nothing more important over it, and she has shaped
my life in so many ways. I am blessed to have been so close to her as I was. Even
for as difficult this is going to be for myself as well as my family, I am so thankful I
was able to be so close to her as I was.I love you Grandma. I miss you.

Christopher Randish - April 19, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

God rest your gentle and caring soul Margaret. You were a part of my earliest and
fondest memories as a child, and a wonderful and loyal friend as an adult. My
condolences go out to Matt, Marie, Christopher, Jennifer and Joan in this difficult
time.

Charles M Howe - April 18, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Matt,Sorry to hear of the loss of your dear mom, Margaret.My deepest sympathy is
with you, Marie, Chris, Jennifer, and Joan.

Helene Howe Casserd - April 18, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Matt & Marie: I wish you many happy memories of your Mother and pray that the
Mass brings you much peace and comfort too.

Dot Thordarson - April 18, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

We remember margaret from the old lebanese club and the activities we participated
in. This seems like a passing of a generation. She always looked elegant.I know that
she suffered from alezhiemers. I am glad that it is over for her and her family. I
remember that she took excellent care of her son when he had cancer. I'v told other
young men and their families that they will survive.WE are sorry for your lost.

cary& joe daher (Bill Michael's nephew) - April 18, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Our condolences.

George & Elaine Brand - April 18, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

Win and I are so sorry to hear of your loss. She had such a full, productive life. We
can only hope to live so well. Our thoughts and prayers are with you. Chris and Win
Case

Chris Case - April 17, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I was very fortunate to know Margaret not only as my Aunt and Godmother, but as a
woman and friend. Our friendship grew when she moved back to Kirkland after living
on Bainbridge Island for years to be near her grandchildren, Matt's family. It began
when I told her I wanted to know her better. Knowing Margaret helped me to know
and understand my Mom, her twin who past away in November 1985, and my Dad,

who left in November 1965. From there our friendship grew. She loved nature,
flowers, walking, traveling, art and exploring life. She had quirks just like my Mom
and we would laugh till we cried. She was incredibly intuitive, creative and wise. We
discussed our spiritual beliefs and agreed to disagree. Her faith in God especially
when Matt was diagnoised with cancer was never surpassed. We would sit on her
patio with a glass of wine and share our childhoods, our joys, our pains, our dreams
and our hopes for a better world. She became my mentor, my friend. I saw her every
week until she moved back to Bainbridge. Than I talked to her on the phone each
week until she was unable to even hold the phone to her ear.I will sorely miss her yet
I know she's probably looking down with her childish and wise smile with such
Joy...she's finally Home. With tears I can sincerely say..."I love you HOney....thank
you for the incredible memories".
Rosanne David - April 17, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I was very fortunate to know Margaret not only as my Aunt and Godmother, but as a
woman and friend. Our friendship grew when she moved back to Kirkland after living
on Bainbridge Island for years to be near her grandchildren, Matt's family. It began
when I told her I wanted to know her better. Knowing Margaret helped me to know
and understand my Mom, her twin who past away in November 1985, and my Dad,
who left in November 1965. From there our friendship grew. She loved nature,
flowers, walking, traveling, art and exploring life. She had quirks just like my Mom
and we would laugh till we cried. She was incredibly intuitive, creative and wise. We
discussed our spiritual beliefs and agreed to disagree. Her faith in God especially
when Matt was diagnoised with cancer was never surpassed. We would sit on her
patio with a glass of wine and share our childhoods, our joys, our pains, our dreams
and our hopes for a better world. She became my mentor, my friend. I saw her every
week until she moved back to Bainbridge. Than I talked to her on the phone each
week until she was unable to even hold the phone to her ear.I will sorely miss her yet
I know she's probably looking down with her childish and wise smile with such
Joy...she's finally Home. With tears I can sincerely say..."I love you Honey....thank
you for the incredible memories".

Rosanne David - April 17, 2012 at 12:00 AM

“

I loved my Aunt Margaret very much. I spent many summer days in her pool while
my mother and her would talk and laugh. She has left me with wonderful childhood
memories, and I can't stop thinking about them. Thank you Aunt Margaret. See you
in Heaven.

marianne - April 17, 2012 at 12:00 AM

