Russell Wharton Ferguson
May 9, 2016

passed away on Monday, May 9, 2016 at his home on Bainbridge Island, Washington. He
was born in Gary, Indiana and was 73 years of age.Rus joined the Navy in 1962 and was
serving aboard the USS Kitty Hawk at the time of his discharge in 1966. While serving he
met his wife of 49 years, Lynn Huntsman, at the famed dancehall Perl's in Bremerton.
They were married in 1967.Rus was an avid fisherman, model railroad builder, classic car
lover, and Native American art collector. Rus was a well respected member of the local
business community, operating Kitsap Tire Center in Poulsbo since 1977. He was a long
time Poulsbo Chamber of Commerce and Poulsbo-North Kitsap Rotary member, earning
the title of Paul Harris Fellow for exceptional commitment and service.Russell is survived
by his wife Lynn, his daughter Sara of Oakland, CA., his son Jeffrey of Poulsbo, Sister
Martha Ferguson of Indiana, Sister Nina Hutchinson of Colorado, Brother Richard
Ferguson of California, and his six grandchildren.Services will be held June 18, 2016 at 1
o'clock at Vinland Lutheran Church in Poulsbo.The family asks that any memorial
donations in Rus’s honor be made to the Bainbridge Island Historical Museum where he
was a volunteer.

Comments

“

To the Family,Russ will truly be missed.I remember when you guys first opened the
tire store down the street,Russ was so fun to deal with,what a jokester !!The
friends,customers,and people he has touched over the years was truly example of a
good fair man!!We had many laughs over the years!!Its like he raised a second family
here in Poulsbo Eric,Ken,Brad Kevin,and Bob,Matt and many others.Russ we will
miss you.You will not be for gotten!!! RIP my friend !!Let his great memories and
good times roll on !!

Jeff Uberuaga - May 17, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Oh Russ, you were so kind to me. Condolences to your family and friends. You had
one huge heart! That parrot you used to have scared my dog like there was no
tomorrow!

Donna Collins - May 17, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Russ:I remember fondly sitting with you as a docent at the museum. I loved
talking with you and seeing your pictures of your model of Blakely Harbor. I hope that
it doesn't stay in your basement.If you are around, come see me and let me know
you are okay up there. Your friend and docent buddy, Anita Evans

Anita Evans - May 17, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

We send fond love and aloha to Russell's family. We know he was loved and
cherished by all.William A Wirt HS classmate.

Bill Hardin - May 15, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

I met Rusty soon after I moved to Miller from mid town Gary. He lived up on a hill on
Rush Street about a block North of our home. We became friends and remained so
thru the high school years at William A. Wirt. We got together again at some of our
class reunions. He was a joyful man and funny individual. He always had a smile and
warmth to make you feel comfortable as his friend. God Bless him. He will be missed
by many.My deepest sympathy and prayers for his family.

Robert Laterzo - May 15, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

Rusty,Rusty,Rusty, my forever friend for 50 plus years, I with heavy heart say
goodbye. Wishing all of Rusty's family peace and thoughts to comfort them at this
sad time. Lynn,Sara,Jeff and family, Rusty was so proud of his kids for the direction
and accomplishments they made. He spoke often of his family and the precious little
ones. Also that Max....Rusty, don't know where you rest but I'm sure our paths will
cross again. Love to all, Nancy

Nancy Elick - May 15, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

R.I.P. to my Little League Battery-mate! I send my deepest sympathy to his family.

Jeff Cooper - May 15, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

So very sorry, Marty and your family. I know how much you loved him. Betty Grimm

Betty Grimm - May 14, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

R.I.P. Rusty

Jim Massey - May 14, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

With heartfelt sympathy in the passing of Russ. Prayers going out for the whole
family. Another "Trooper" has left us.............

Patti Parker - May 14, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolensces to the Family for your precious loss. May Rus now rest in Heaven
and in peace from his pain.

Robert j Ponda - May 13, 2016 at 12:00 AM

“

My sincere sympathy to the family of Rusty (which is what all friends of school days
called him) we spent many weekends at our house in Glen Park with other Wirt and
Lew Wallace students playing music, dancing, eating and just having fun....so sorry I
did not get to see you in so many years and was hoping to see you on one of your

last visits to Indiana but did not....May you R.I.P. Your family including your sisters
here in Indiana are in my prayers...
Judee Sieckman Radoe - May 13, 2016 at 12:00 AM

