Thomas Kelley
July 30, 2008

of Seattle and Whidbey Island WA, passed away peacefully on July 26, 2008. He was
born in Seattle, grew up in Laurelhurst and attended Sacred Heart Villa Academy,
Blanchet High School, WSU and the UW. He spent many summers growing up on
Bainbridge Island.Tom was preceded in death by his parents, Thomas and Anna Helen
Kelley, his sister, Sue and his nephew, Jason. He is survived by his sisters Helena
Chechopolous (George) of Marrowstone Island, Maureen Jurcak (Tom) and brother, Bill
Kelley of Bainbridge Island and numerous nieces, nephews, grandnieces and
grandnephews.Tom had a great love of reading and was always in pursuit of academic
interests. Tom was active in the Northwest Dharma Association and with his many friends
at Tahoma One Drop Monastery on Whidbey Island. He had a special devotion to those in
need, working as a hospice volunteer on Whidbey Island and especially devoted to his
brother, Bill.In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Tahoma One Drop Monastery
6499 S. Wahl Rd. Freeland, WA 98249. Arrangements are with Cook Family Funeral
Home on Bainbridge Island, with a private memorial service to follow on Whidbey Island at
a later date.

Comments

“

My condolences to the Kelley family. Tom was a unique soul. I will never forget his
kindness in showing up in Kansas City for my father's (Kyosan's father too) funeral.
Peace be with you, Tom.

Janet Zoglin - August 20, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

I met Tom when I wandered onto the Tahoma land, while exploring my new
neighborhood, having recent built a nearby home. He became an immediate friend. I
remember him as generous, curious and especially interested in bridging gaps between young and old, mind and spirit. He was truly kind. I'm sorry to not the
opportunity to talk with him again. I send heartfelt condolences to his family.

Kris Wheeler - August 12, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Tom loved our family. Our four boys were young when we lived next to Tahoma. He
especially bonded with Samuel, then about two. One of my favorite memories of Tom
took place in the new kitchen at Tahoma. He placed Samuel in the sink and then
encouraged his friend Kyosan to go in the kitchen alone with Samuel to observe the
pure mind of a young child. All I remember was Tom&#8217;s enthusiastic effort to
enlighten Kyosan and my son playing happily in the sink of suds. I am so grateful that
our oldest son Ben (17) was able to see Tom this June during a return visit to
Whidbey. Tom spent an afternoon with Ben in Seattle. When I asked Ben what he
would want to share with Tom&#8217;s family he commented, &#8220;Tom was able
to read people well, able to see what people were made of.&#8221; Ben elaborated
that Tom shared reflections on our family of four boys during their visit, and that he
&#8220;really got us.&#8221; I want his family to know how deeply grateful I am for
Tom&#8217;s friendship, and to send my condolences. He could be annoying at
times, but in a playful way, like a big brother. Jim would like to add that he saw Tom
as the conscience of the Sanga. Jim appreciated that Tom had an understanding of
the political and social implications of Buddhism that often was not spoken because it
made people too uncomfortable. We loved him.

Katrina Plato - August 07, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Tom, to me, seemed like a man on the periphery, watching. He was solitary, liked to
live in the woods by himself. Tanya and I gave him a used tent to live in when he
declared that he was going to live on the land in the early phases of the One Drop
Zendo development. When I think about that time I see Tom with his red stocking hat,
face bloated with bug bites. I don't know that he stayed in the tent very much. He

lived for some time in Lori and Tim's Air stream Camper and there use to be a pile of
Buddhist magazines and books here and there. He was a kind of intellectual.For me,
Tom was a bit of an enigma. I never quite knew how to place him. He was a loner, yet
he enjoyed Sanga, sesshins, talks by the Roshi. In any case......Tom, I wish you well
to the other side.Lee Dvirnak
Lee Dvirnak - August 07, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Tom was one of the first people I met when I starting sitting at Tahoma. He told me
he thought Tahoma needed a greeter - someone to welcome new people when they
visited. He appointed himself the Zazenkai Greeter. He had such a kind and
compassionate heart for those who needed it most. He was most often a quiet
observer yet we all knew what he valued most: nature, books, learning, Whidbey
beaches, children, his Buddhist beliefs...Tom, you will be missed but not forgotten.
Your spirit will remain at Tahoma forever.My heartfelt sympathy to Tom's family during
this difficult time.

Lynda Lien - August 07, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Tom was a Steadfast Friend - to Enso House, Tahoma, every child, forest, beach,
library, MacIntosh computer, cup of hot chocolate, bowl of ice cream, cookie - and to
me. His surprising appearances are part of my life, and I thank him for the smiles he
keeps giving me. I offer my deepest condolences to his family.

Ann Cutcher - August 06, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

I remember a fundraising event at Enso House where one item up for auction was a
very nice Meade reflector telescope. When Tom saw this, he was determined to bid
on it until he got it; he obviously had a strong passion for astronomy. He won the
telescope and took it home. Then a few days later, I learned that Tom had
immediately given away the telescope to a young girl he knew who was fascinated
with the sky. I had assumed that Tom would use the telescope himself, but then
realized that he had a passion for giving that was even stronger than his passion for
astronomy.

David Daiku Trowbridge - August 06, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

In this lifetime, Tom always acted as my guardian angel. So I do not think that this
transition will be very difficult for him. I offer my sincere condolences, and gratitude,
to his family.

Larry Dokyo Zoglin - August 06, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Safe passage, Tom. We'll miss you. I will think of you when I look at the trees at
Tahoma.My heartfelt condolences to the Kelley family. Tom was a unique soul.

Jessica Leon - August 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Shortly after the land for the monastery was purchased on Whidbey- before there
was a single building on it- a bunch of us had an inaugural ceremony and picnic. Tom
announced at the end of the picnic, as everyone was getting ready to leave, that he
was staying. He would live on the land as caretaker. He seemed fully prepared even
though he had nothing with him to set up camp. Everyone gave Tom the leftover food
from the picnic. Some people retrieved blankets and water bottles from their cars or
gave him whatever they could. That was how Tom became the first resident of
Tahoma monastery.Thanks good brother! See you around.

Ed Gentoku Lorah - August 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

With sincerest condolences I would like to express my gratitude to Tom's family with
whom we all share this deep surprise at him suddenly not being there when we
expected to see him again. He was a pioneer and visionary, his influence in the
creation of the Tahoma Monastery is immeasurable. When the well which provides
ongoing water for retreats and residents there was being dug, it was Tom who stood
by the well diggers day after day until they found the deepest fullest water supply,
below the bed rock.We will be giving life to Tom's gifts and Love way beyond his
death, continuing his Being and appreciating his essence.Thank you for your great
family member!With LovePriscilla Daichi Storandt

Priscilla Daichi Storandt - August 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Tom had a pure heart and a pure soul. He was an example for me of what a "person
of training" should be. At Sogenji in bitter cold February at 3:30am Tom was always
at morning service. Always. It was hard enough for us as a group to wake up that
early. Tom lived off campus and woke up in the cold and got to the Hondo on his own
spirit. I was always impressed and motivated by his character. I will not forget it. Or
stop talking about it. Hey Tom...Gassho.

Doken - August 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Tom had more qualities that I aspire to than anyone I've known. We all had the
opportunity to be with a spirit as full as Henry David Thoreau's and I cherish our
conversations. I will not mourn your loss because you live still in all of us you touched
and effected. I will see you soon, cousin, in whatever place that is put aside for the
sons of Bantry Bay, County Cork.

Jeffrey Driscoll - August 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

Tom was one of the first persons I met when I started sitting at Heides's in 1991.He
was unique.He took an impish delight in any new news that he could share.When I
visited Sogenji in 1992 he was my unofficial guide and was always very kind.I will
miss you Tom.

Scott Seichoku Warren - August 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

We are sorry for the lost of Tom.He always attended family functions-weddings,
funerals and picnics.He will be missed. Please accept our condolences and prayers.

Darrell & Connie Gaffney - August 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

“

I wish to express my most sincere condolences for the Kelley family. All of you have
been so supportive for both me and my wife. If there is anything that we can do don't
hesitate to call us.

Adam & Tiffany Kleiven - August 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

