Vernon Clifton Canfield
June 17, 2014

passed away on Tuesday, June 17, 2014 at his residence on Bainbridge Island. He was
85 years of age.Born on May 2, 1929 and raised in upstate New York,Vern was the oldest
of four siblings. Although he spent most of his youth focusing on his chores on the farm,
"Sonny" did find time to cause some trouble in the small town of Northville. Although his
pranks were tame by today's standards, he and the town constable were on a first name
basis.He joined the US Army in 1948 and spent four years in Germany. His active duty in
the army ended in 1954 but he continued to serve the country in the reserves. He
graduated Officers Training and ended his career in 1968 as a Major.While stationed at
Fort Lewis, Vern met his soul mate Joan. They married in 1954 And started their 60 yr
journey.Vern began his banking career with National Bank of Washington as a teller. The
newlyweds bought their first home in Auburn where Vern was actively involved with the
Auburn Jaycees, and Chamber of Commerce. They started their family with the arrival of
three children.They then moved to Tacoma where Vern's banking career began to
blossom. Vern continued to be active in the Elks, Lions, and Eagles. In his spare time he
enjoyed hunting, fishing, fast pitch softball, and coaching little league.In the mid 60's he
and three good friends purchased 80 acres in the Bald Hills in Thurston county. Weekends
were spent with the families at the 8T and the memories are too numerous to list. There
were always new adventures for Vern and a backhoe and bulldozer were one of his new
found experiences.The family moved to Bainbridge Island in 1973. The bulldozer and
backhoe accompanied the move. During the week, he commuted to Seattle wearing his
three piece suits and starched shirts, after work and on the weekends it was blue jeans,
flannel shirt, suspenders, boots and tin hat. He was comfortable and confident in his
executive position with the bank but always approached his challenges with a blue collar
mentality.He retired from the bank in 1991 as a Senior Vice President but he was nowhere
close to slowing down. He fired up the bulldozer, put on his tool belt and working together
with the family, built new homes for his three children and a second home for him and
Joan on Hood Canal. His final home was a collaborative effort with children and grand
children all assisting. He was very proud of his family and resided in this home until his
passing.Vern loved to golf and was an active as a member of Wing Point. At no time was
he ever close to mastering the game but he enjoyed the camaraderie of his many friends

at the club. He hosted some memorable golf tournaments at his home course Sleepy
Hollow and had a great time sharing this with his friends from the club.Their yearly winter
sabbatical to Mexico was a big part of his life. Though his Spanish was extremely limited,
Vern had an outgoing personality and the ability to communicate with anyone. He made
some real friends with the locals and loved the country and people.If you asked him what
his finest accomplishment was in life, it would be without a doubt his family. He did so
much for them and they enjoyed every minute of their times together. He will be
missed.Vern is survived by his wife of 60 yrs Joan Canfield, brothers Fran and Dud-New
York, children Cliff/Mary Lu,Cheri, Cindy/Greg- BI, grandchildren Melissa, Benjamin,
Jessica, Daniel, Kelsie, and Anna; great grandchildren Cylie, Ailey, Ayna, and
Mason.Vern's life will be celebrated at Wing Point Country Club on July 26, 2014 from
2:00pm - 5:00 pm. Remembrances can be made to the charity of choice.

Comments

“

To the Canfield Family, How lucky we were growing up and having the "Canfields" as
our family friends. You all really felt like extended family. I have fond memories of our
dads and their projects after their suits came off from the banking jobs and the
overalls went on. Like the time they moved a drive thru little banking building down
Bridgeport way to our residence on Sunset Drive in Tacoma, only he and my dad, Ed
Telken, could have rigged up the vehicle and pulled that off. Joan-I know my mom
loved the coffee get-to-gethers with you and loved Cliff Cheri and Cindy. Those were
the days that I will hold near and dear to my heart. I will never forget Verns voice and
his singing to his string guitar. Find comfort in knowing I am thinking of you often and
how lucky we all were to have Vern in our lives.

Patty (Telken) Stanton - August 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Canfield family, one and all..What fun memories I have of Vern! Bright lights on
at night to finish the newly poured concrete for the pickle ball court! His voice ~ so
uniquely Vern, and so warm and kind. It was so obvious how much he loved each
one of you, from his beautiful wife Joan and Cliff, Cheri and Cindy and then your
spouses and children as they came on the scene. Clearly the adoring Family Man. I
appreciate that I got to hang out with you at your home and smile freely as he told his
stories or gave his advice.Bless you all, I know how hard it is to lose a parent. Joan, I
can't imagine what it is like to lose a life partner...but I know you are surrounded by a
family who loves you and you will all find support in one another. That said, it is still
just hard.Much love,Boo Burkhalter Schneider

Boo Burkhalter Schneider - July 17, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Aunt Joan, Cliff, Cheri and Cindy, We were so sorry to hear of Uncle Sonny's
passing. He was an amazing man and will be missed. Our thoughts are with all of
you at this difficult time. Love to all of you, Lisa (Canfield) and Bill Litz.

Lisa and Bill Litz - July 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Aunt Joan & family...just wanted to let you all know you are in our thoughts and
prayers during this difficult time...Uncle Sonny was a great man and will be dearly
missed...all our love to you all

Shannon(Canfield) and Harvey lair - July 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Saw the obit in the Gloversville, NY newspaper. I remember him from the early
1950's when he was home on leave and he would be at our mutual Grandmother's
home. (Alta Manzer) Being only 8 or 10 years old he did however make a lasting
impression on me. A man of many talents and interests. I am sure he will be greatly
missed.Frank Eddy

Frank N Eddy - July 09, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Joan and Family: We just heard about Vern's passing. What a tragic loss for all of
you and for our neighborhood. We will always remember what a fabulous extra
"grandfather" he was to our children, with his having a particularly strong positive
influence on JoJo's young years. We will never forget the time that JoJo tried to put
up a tall netting/fence to prevent baseballs from getting away from his handmade
baseball field in your spare lot--only problem was JoJo climbed up a precariously
dangerous height without support. Vern was right there to help him and most likely
prevent him from getting injured. A wonderful man will be missed.

Joel and Marian Merkel - July 07, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Vern and I go back to 1954. He and I married wonderful sisters and shared the best
mother and father-in-law in the world. Hunting with granddpa and Uncle Frank were
the best of times but the trip to Blewett was spectacular. There just isn't enough
space to share all the things we did like softball and Jaycees... I watched fireworks
on the Fourth thinking of Vern and all the things we did as young men... I feel truly
blessed to be in the same family. Joan, Cliff, Cheri and Cindi.. and grandkids.... You
will always be in my heart. Love, Uncle Dave

Dave Wytko - July 07, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Truly a class act! Vern made Bainbridge a better place, as your children and grand
children continue to do.

Todd Hall - July 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Joan and the entire Canfield Clan:What an amazing man! Rick and I enjoyed Vern's
many stories at family gatherings but the congratulatory wedding speech he gave at
Rory and Kelsie's wedding last July was so heartfelt and filled with love and will
never be forgotten. He reminded all of us of how special our families and friends are
and he was so very proud of his family. Many blessings and love to you Joan and

your entire family. He will be missed but we will carry him with us in our hearts.
Rick and Linda Thurrott - June 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Joan and family so sorry to hear of your loss my thought and prayers are with
you at this time. Marion Wagner

Marion Wagner - June 28, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you for providing me with one of my best friends, your daughter Cheri. You will
be missed Vern. Love, Jan

Jana Fisher - June 28, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

What great memories we have of our many years in the "Left Handers". Vern will
always be thought of fondly. Prayers to Joan and family fromGary and Bev Forstrom

Gary D Forstrom - June 27, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Remember him well, and you, condolences. Never looked his age, must of been your
good care. Aloha

Dave Goller - June 26, 2014 at 12:00 AM

